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New maps will not record the late Camanche. 
The state memorial depicting gold rush days, 
Was felled, uprooted, taken from its footing . 
Hillsides were gleaned. The sand plant razed 
And flattened like the bulldozed trees. 
Recently, the crumbling fail stood towering, with 
Iron barred doors, facing the store across the street, 
With its meager stock and cool wine cellar. 
The lone church stood on the hill above, 
And there were homes. 
Now all are gone. 
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Forming a dam - to trap the cold, clear, 
Flowing waters of the Mokelumne. 
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Holds Camanche Lake. 
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Thomas Moseley, Jr. and 
The Last Years of the 
VVyandotSubagency 
RoBERT E. SMITH 
In 1849 many people in the United States were beginning to feel 
the symptoms of a strange disease, the novel malady known as 
"gold fever!" The prognosis was that the fever would not be termi-
nal if those affected would consider the consequences before 
abandoning all they owned to go west to their Eldorado. Some 
· individuals who lived in western Missouri and the region which 
would become Kansas were stricken with an infectious case of lust 
for gold. But not all gold seekers from Kansas were white. The 
Cherokee Indians who ventured into the gold fields of California 
from their land holdings in present Oklahoma captured more 
headlines; but the Wyandot Indians of Kansas also participated in 
the "diggings" in the golden west. 1 
The Wyandot Reserve was located in modern Wyandotte 
County, Kansas. In 1843 the Wyandots had purchased thirty-six 
sections of land from the Delawares for a reserve in the West, and 
the latter tribe gave the emigrant Wyandots an additional three 
sections of land. Situated at the confluence of the Kansas and 
Missouri Rivers, the Wyandot Reserve was directly in the path of 
travelers moving west to the gold-rich mountains of California. 
The Indian reserve was exposed to depredations by over-anxious 
and unscrupulous argonauts who needed additional supplies or 
animals before they could venture into the vast expanses of the 
Great Plains. 2 
Officials of the Office of Indian Affairs placed the Wyandot 
Reserve under the administration of the Wyandot Subagency. The 
subagency was within the jurisdiction of the St. Louis Superinten-
dency of Indian Affairs located at St. Louis. When 1849 dawned 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs was William Medill; the St. 
Louis Superintendent of Indian Affairs was Thomas Harvey, and 
Richard Hewitt, a physician from Columbus, Ohio, held the post 
of subagent for the Wyandots. Within six months these individuals 
were removed from their positions, and in addition the Office of 
Indian Affairs was transferred from the jurisdiction of the War 
Department and placed under the direction of the newly-created 
Department of the Interior. 3 
1 
The Whig President, Zachary Taylor, appointed Thomas Ewing 
Secretary of the Interior, and Orlando Brown became Commis-
sioner of Indian Mfairs. David D. Mitchell of St. Louis, Missouri, 
was notified on March 31, 1849, that he had been appointed 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs at St. Louis. These changes under 
the new Whig administration were significant, but a dismissal 
which affected the Wyandots more was the removal of Richard 
Hewitt as subagent for the Wyandot Subagency. Hewitt had 
anticipated his removal when, on December 20, 1848, he 
persuaded the Wyandot chiefs and Legislative Council to recom-
mend to President James K. Polk that he be considered for another 
position in the government . Hewitt continued to perform his duties 
as Wyandot Subagent, however, and by May 28, 1849, he had 
completed a set of specifications for a new residence for the 
Wyandot Subagent. Two days later the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs notified Hewitt that he had heed replaced as subagent. The 
man who replaced Richard Hewitt as subagent for the Wyandots 
was Thomas Moseley, Jr. of Missouri. At the time of his 
appointment Moseley was in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was to 
receive $750 each year for his services as Wyandot Subagent. 4 
Thomas Moseley, Jr. was not a native Missourian . Born on July 
12, 1792 in Daviess County, Kentucky, Thomas Jr. was the seventh 
of eighteen children in the family of Thomas and Mary (Polly) 
Watkins Moseley. Thomas Moseley, Sr. a former sergeant in the 
United States Army during the American Revolution, came to 
Yellow Banks (later Owensboro), Kentucky from Virginia. The 
elder Moseley was one of the first merchants in Owensboro, where 
he was a partner in the firm of Moseley and Thompson. His partner, 
Phillip Thompson, was one of the first lawyers to practice at 
Owensboro. The first circuit court for Daviess County, was held in 
the log cabin home of the Thomas Moseley, Sr. family. In 1816 
Thompson, a firey individual, married Sallie Clay Moseley, the 
oldest daughter of the Moseley clan. He was elected to serve as a 
representative from Kentucky in the United States House of Repre-
sentatives. Later the combative congressman fought a duel with 
Robert Triplett on the north bank of the Ohio River opposite 
Owensboro . Despite the fact that the duelists used pistols formerly 
owned by Aaron Burr, neither man was killed in the encounter . The 
colorful Thompson was murdered on election day, 1836, by an 
intoxicated laborer. Perhaps some of the political associations made 
during his early life assisted Thomas Moseley, Jr . in securing a 
position as subagent for the Wyandots. 5 
Sallie C. (Field) Moseley, the wife of the new Wyandot Subagent 
was also from Daviess County, Kentucky. The Thomas Moseley, Jr. 
2 
family had moved to Sarcoxie, Missouri, in 1845. Since Sarcoxie, 
the oldest town in present Jasper County, Missouri, appealed to 
Thomas, on October 11, 1845, he purchased 160 acres of land 
adjoining the southwestern Missouri settlement. The following year 
Moseley bought an additional 160-acre tract near Sarcoxie. The 
Moseley family lived on the half section until Thomas was ap-
pointed subagent for the Wyandots. 6 
Before Moseley assumed his duties as Wyandot Subagent, Sec-
retary of the Interior Ewing informed him that there was discord 
between the two branches of the Methodist Episcopal Church on 
the Wyandot Reserve. The quarrel between the Methodist Episco-
pal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church South had begun 
over the issue of slavery. The question of whether a minister rep-
resenting each branch of the church should be permitted to reside 
and preach on the Reserve had led to expulsion, on February 5, 
1849, of James Gurley, the Methodist Episcopal minister . Subagent 
Hewitt ordered the expulsion, but he maintained that as long as 
• Gurley remained on the Wyandot Reserve there would be no 
peace. Undoubtedly, the intervention by Hewitt in the internal 
affairs of the Methodists contributed to his removal as subagent for 
the Wyandots . Secretary Ewing advised Moseley that, "the repre-
sentatives of the Rev . Mr. Gurley are entitled to respect and as the 
progress of the Indians in civilization and religion is one of the 
great ends of the government, it is expected that you will do 
nothing to retard, but will make every effort to advance this 
object ." 7 
With instructions to respect the rights of the members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in hand, Moseley reached the 
Wyandot Reserve on July 5, 1849. He was appalled to learn that 
eastern Kansas was in the midst of a cholera epidemic. On April 
26, William Walker, a prominent Wyandot, reported that "cholera 
reached Kansas." On Independence Day Walker noted that 
"cholera broke out afresh in Kansas - eight deaths within the 
week." Subagent Moseley informed Superintendent Mitchell that 
twenty people had died in Kansas (present Kansas City), Missouri, 
and that four Wyandots had perished from the disease. He 
indicated that it was too perilous to bring his family from his horne 
in Sarcoxie to the Wyandot Reserve until the danger was over. 8 
To compound his problems, Moseley stated that the subagency 
residence was unfit for habitation by the Moseley family. He 
reported that the subagency residence, a rental structure, was 
unfinished. The house had two rooms, but it only contained one 
fireplace to heat the building. One room had a plank floor while 
the occupants of the other chamber were forced to stand on a 
3 
William Walker, interpreter at the Wyandot Subagency and a 
prominent member of the Wyandot tribe. (The Kansas Historical Society). 
puncheon (roughly dressed timber with one side hewed flat) floor. 
The subagency house did not have a kitchen, nor were there any 
toilet facilities available on the adjoining property. Moseley had 
understood from his conversations with officials in the Office of 
Indian Affairs while he was in Washington, D.C. that the sub-
agency residence was a comfortable building. However, at about 
the time Moseley heard about the Wyandot Subagency building, 
former Subagent Hewitt was submitting a set of specifications for a 
new building to Superintendent Mitchell. Moseley estimated that it 
would be necessary to spend $1200 before a suitable subagency 
residence could be erected. 9 
The new subagent also found that the financial affairs of the 
Wyandot Subagency were in serious disarray. Moseley was instruc-
ted that upon assuming his new position, under no circumstances 
was he to pay Hewitt any portion of the former subagent's 
salary from agency funds. In late June, Richard W. Cummins, the 
agent of the Fort Leavenworth Indian Agency, was given the 
assignment of paying the Wyandots their semi-annual annuity. 
Superintendent Mitchell cautioned Cummins that no funds were to 
be paid to Hewitt, because the former Wyandot Subagent had not 
submitted his receipts for the first quarter of 1849 to the Office of 
Indian Affairs. Two weeks before Moseley assumed his new post, 
Cummins distributed the semi-annual annuity to the Wyandots. 10 
Hewitt was present on the Wyandot Reserve, but it was Cummins 
who turned over the subagency records and funds to Moseley on 
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July 10, 1849. The agent from Fort Leavenworth reported 
that there was a balance of $929.95 available at the Wyandot Sub-
agency. The next week the Wyandot chiefs accused Hewitt of 
keeping $240 from the Wyandot annuity of 1848. This sum was 
the share of the annuity due to twenty-four Indians. The irate 
chiefs also charged that the former subagent had absconded with 
$235 in funds earmarked for the Wyandot elementary school. By 
that time the former subagent and physician from Ohio had left 
the Wyandot Reserve in disgrace. In all, Hewitt could not account 
for $828.09 in Wyandot funds. 11 
The indiscretions of Hewitt made it difficult for Moseley to win 
the acceptance of some of the residents of the Wyandot Reserve. 
Lucy B. Armstrong, a white woman who had married John M. 
Armstrong, one of the leaders of the tribe, was fearful that the new 
subagent would not set a good example for the Wyandots. She 
indicated to Secretary of the Interior Ewing that Moseley had 
declared he favored slavery, and that the new subagent would bring 
his slaves from Sarcoxie to the Wyandot Reserve. Lucy pro-
tested to Ewing that, although not in favor of the immediate 
emancipation of slaves in Missouri, she did not want more Missouri 
blacks brought to Kansas. Critical of his use of profanity, she went 
on to attack his moral character. She was bitter because she 
believed her husband, John had not received fair treatment from 
the Office of Indian Mfairs and for~er Subagent Hewitt. Lucy 
claimed that John M. Armstrong had handled most of the affairs of 
the subagency while employed as interpreter. John had not been 
paid his salary for performing his duties as interpreter, and had 
received nothing for assisting Hewitt in preparing the reports and 
in conducting the affairs of the subagency, but on March 31, 1849, 
the position of Wyandot interpreter went to William Walker. 
Moseley decided, however, to retain Walker as interpreter when 
he assumed his position as Wyandot Subagent. For acting as 
interpreter John M. Armstrong received his back pay later in the 
year. 12 
Moseley prepared to leave the Wyandot Reserve on July 18, 
return to Sarcoxie, and bring his family to the Wyandot Reserve, 
but before he could depart, he received a petition from the Wyan-
dot chiefs. Principal Chief Francis A. Hicks and his colleagues 
complained to Moseley that the Wyandot blacksmith shop did not 
contain enough supplies to meet the demands of the Indians. The 
chiefs went on to relate that former Subagent Hewitt had not paid 
Matthew R. Walker, a Wyandot, for coal he furnished for the 
shop. They mentioned an even more serious matter: there were no 
houses for either the blacKsmith or the assistant blacksmith. After 
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Moseley reported the complaints of the Indians to Superintendent 
Mitchell, the new subagent began his journey to Sarcoxie, 
Missouri. By July 28 he had rejoined his family and begun to make 
preparations for the move to the Wyandot Reserve. 13 
While Moseley was crossing sweltering western Missouri on his 
way south to Sarcoxie, a group of Wyandots were making their 
way west across the Great Plains on the journey to the gold fields 
of California . Several Wyandots had started a joint stock mining 
company, and on April 20, 1849, they began to prepare for the 
long journey to California. The argonauts were a mixed band of 
Wyandots .and white men. The Indians were Theodore F. Garrett 
(Captain), Irvin P. Long, Matthew Brown, Charles B. Garrett, 
Phillip Brown, Adam Hunt, R. Palmer, and Russell Garrett . Their 
white comrades were William Bowers, William Lynville (William 
Walker's substitute), Ira Hunter (assistant blacksmith at the 
Wyandot blacksmith shop), and Dr. E. S. Hand. 14 
The members of the Wyandot Mining Company set out for the 
gold mines on May 31, by way of the Oregon-California Trail . 
Other emigrants joined the Garrett party, and soon the caravan 
comprised twenty-five wagons with accompanying animals . The 
Russell B. Garrett, one of the Wyandots who prospected for gold 
along the Feather River in California in 1849. Years later he settled 
in Ventura, California. (The Kansas Historical Society). 
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train was joined at the start of the journey by a party of Missour-
ians made up of Washington Henry Chick, Evan G. Hewitt and B. 
F. Tibbs. The Chick party had three horses, four oxen and a 
wagon . The hopeful argonauts made good time for the first 100 
miles of their westward trek, but then cholera struck the caravan 
with all its fury. Chick noted that "a great many died." 15 
William Walker reported that the company reached Fort 
Laramie on June 20. All the members of the Wyandot Mining 
Company were stricken with the disease, but although Adam Hunt 
approached death, Dr. Hand was able to nurse all of the travelers 
back to health. The day the Wyandots and their white comrades 
reached Fort Laramie, Hunt was convalescing, but he was still too 
feeble to perform his assigned tasks. They were forced to abandon 
one of their wagons because, according to Walker, the vehicle was 
"unmountainworthy." The members of the Wyandot Mining 
Company had to dispose of 500 pounds of bacon, but since they 
hunted buffalo, their meat supply was adequate. A few of their 
horses were stolen by a party of Sioux Indians, but four Wyandots 
pursued the thieves until they reached an encampment of 300 
Sioux. The four trackers, Walker related, "marched boldly into the 
encampment, announced their national name Wyandott, took 
possession of their animals and marched off without even returning 
thanks." The Wyandots believed that the Sioux were impressed 
with their audacity, but also that the Sioux remembered with 
terror what the name "Wyandott" had meant in the past to the 
tribes of the Great Lakes region; thus they permitted the trackers 
to return to their colleagues without suffering any harm. 16 
After resting and recuperating at Fort Laramie, the weary 
argonauts continued west and reached the vicinity of Mt . Lassen 
by October, 1849. A second contingent of Wyandots, led by 
Abelard Gutherie, a white man who had married into the tribe, 
departed for the California gold fields on May 15, 1850. Mter an 
arduous journey of six months, the little band of Wyandot miners 
reached the Feather River region. The two groups of miners from 
the Wyandot Reserve made their richest strike near Wyandotte, in 
present Butte County, California. The news of their success 
reached other miners in California, and soon over 200 argonauts 
were prospecting near the Wyandot Mining Company diggings. 
Years later Russell B. Garrett related his experiences and those of 
his father, Charles B. Garrett, during their adventures in 
California . The Garretts found a considerable quantity of gold 
along the north fork of the Feather River. Gold mining, however, 
was an occupation which proved too difficult for Charles. The 
elder Garrett contracted "mountain fever," and soon he was 
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(The Kansas 
Historical Society). 
Abelard Gutherie, a white man who married Nancy Quindaro 
Brown, the daughter of a Wyandot Chief. Guthrie was a member 
of the Wyandot gold mining expedition of 1850. 
seriously_ ill from the disease . Russell persuaded his father to return 
to Kansas. The Garretts went to San Francisco where they boarded 
a ship bound for New Orleans. The Indian seafarers rounded the 
Horn of South America and arrived in port on February 1, 1852. 
There they waited until the ice on the Mississippi River melted 
before returning to the Wyandot Reserve in the spring. 17 
While the members of the Wyandot Mining Company were 
ascending the Rocky Mountains on their western odyssey in 1849, 
the Moseley were moving from Sarcoxie, Missouri, to the Wyandot 
Reserve. On July 29 Subagent Moseley sent his son, Beverley A. 
Moseley, from Sarcoxie to the Wyandot Subagency to prepare for 
the arrival of the remainder of the Moseley clan . Thomas indicated 
that Beverley was one of the "sons of temperance," and the elder 
Moseley requested that John M. Armstrong assist Beverley during 
his period of adjustment to his new environment . In addition, the 
subagent indicated that he wanted young Moseley to be admitted 
to the fold of the Methodist Episcopal Church . The remainder of 
the Moseley family reached the Wyandot Reserve by September 
10.18 
The Moseleys moved into the subagency residence which had 
been occupied by former Subagent Hewitt and his family. The new 
subagent began to search for a suitable dwelling for his residence. 
On October 8, Moseley concluded a preliminary arrangement with 
Joel Walker, a Wyandot, whereby the government would purchase 
8 
the Walker residence for $1,000 and this building would become the 
subagency residence . Moseley claimed that the Walker house was 
worth $1,700 and that it was satisfactory for the subagency residence . 
Superintendent Mitchell and Commissioner of Indian Affairs Brown 
approved and confirmed the transaction. Later the two-story sub-
agency residence was covered with weatherboards to protect the 
logs. 19 
On November 9 Moseley made an agreement to purchase two 
houses from Robert .Robitaille and Isaac Zane, Jr. to be used as 
residences for the blacksmith and his assistant . These structures 
were bought and repaired at a cost of $900. During the summer of 
1850, Moseley employed Daniel Edginton, a local carpenter, to 
make additional improvements to the three buildings, which cost 
the government $139.82. 20 
It was important that Moseley insure that the blacksmith and his 
assistant had suitable residences on the Wyandot Reserve. 
Blacksmiths were in short supply on the Kansas frontier in 1849. 
Charles Graham, the blacksmith here, had been the blacksmith on 
the Wyandot Reserve in Ohio, but when the Indians sold their 
reserve to the government, Graham had accompanied them on 
their trek to Kansas. When assistant blacksmith Ira Hunter 
resigned from his position in May, 1849, Graham was compelled to 
use his slave Richard as his assistant. Graham petitioned the 
government to obtain the normal salary of an assistant blacksmith 
for the use of Richard in this capacity. Moseley was fortunate 
enough to retain the services of Graham, but he had difficulty 
hiring an assistant at a salary of $20 a month. However, he was 
able to employ Guilford D . Hurt of Jasper County, Missouri, as 
assistant blacksmith. Graham remained in the position of 
blacksmith for the Wyandots until December, 1850, when he 
resigned to devote his energy to farming. Since the rich soil of the 
Wyandot Reserve was capable of producing bumper crops of corn, 
it attracted the attention of white men as well as Indians. The 
former blacksmith did not practice farming long because in July, 
1851, he died during another cholera epidemic which struck the 
reserve . Moseley replaced Graham with Samuel Drummond in 
January, 1851, but Hurt remained at his post as assistant black-
smith until May, 1851. When the Wyandot Subagency was 
reorganized into the Kansas Agency in July, Drummond was 
demoted to assistant blacksmith and William McGown of Missouri 
became blacksmith. The blacksmith and his assistant were very 
important to the welfare of those living on the Wyandot Reserve. 
These men made most of the metal utensils which were so 
significant in the everyday life of this agricultural community. 21 
9 
One of the principal functions of the Wyandot Subagent was to 
pay the Wyandots the funds they received from the government. 
On September 1, 1849, Superintendent Mitchell instructed Moseley 
to come to St. Louis and receive the federal funds due the 
Wyandots . Thomas complied with the request, returning to the 
Wyandot Reserve by early October . The Wyandots received their 
October payment and promptly turned over $2,000 to the 
Delawares for partial payment for the Wyandot Reserve. Although 
the funds reached the Wyandot chiefs, Lucy B. Armstrong was still 
unsatisfied with the performance of the new subagent. She 
complained to Secretary of the Interior Ewing that Moseley had 
been absent from his post for seven weeks (the period spent bringing 
his family from Sarcoxie, Missouri, to the Wyandot Reserve), and 
that the new subagent was a bad influence on the Wyandots. 
Although Moseley had tried to heal the wounds which had resulted 
when John M. Armstrong was not hired as interpreter by placing 
his son Beverley under Armstrong's care, Lucy was not molified. 
She stated that Moseley was against people from Ohio, although 
she knew that Secretary Ewing was a native of Ohio. 22 
One of the most significant events to occur during the last years 
of the Wyandot Subagency was the conclusion of the Wyandot 
Treaty of 1850 with the United States Government. When Con-
gress approved the purchase of the Wyandot Reserve from the 
Delawares in 1848, the Wyandots were still pressing for a settle-
ment of their claim to 148,000 acres of public domain. This tract 
had been promised under the Wyandot Treaty of March 17, 1842. 
On February 11, 1846, former governor of Ohio, T. W . Bartley, 
the Wyandot legal counsel, had agreed to prosecute their claim to 
the land or a monetary settlement, in return for 20 percent of 
whatever could be recovered from the government. Bartley was 
instructed by the Wyandot chiefs to insist on $1.25 and acre, and 
under no circumstances to agree to less than $1.00 an acre. 23 
As long as the Wyandot-Delaware land purchase agreement 
remained unconfirmed by Congress, the Wyandots had concen-
trated their efforts on securing its sanction. But when they obtained 
their reserve from the Delawares, they turned their undivided 
attention to the settlement of their claim to 148,000 acres of public 
domain . On November 18, 1849, the Wyandots sent a delegation 
composed of Francis A. Hicks and George I. Clark, chiefs, and Joel 
Walker, secretary to the Wyandot Council, to Washington to assist 
Bartley in his prosecution of their claim. Bartley was informed of 
their impending visit in December, and he prepared to meet the 
delegation in Washington. 24 
10 
Commissioner of Indian Mfairs Brown informed the delegates 
on January 26, 1850, that they could not secure a monetary 
consideration for their claim without a new treaty . In February, 
Judge N. L. Read, of Ohio, joined the Wyandot delegation in the 
prosecution of their claim . He also agreed to aid them in return for 
20 percent of whatever the tribe could obtain from the govern-
ment. A new treaty was submitted by all parties concerned to 
Secretary of the Interior Ewing on March 6, and by the end of 
March the Wyandots suspended all efforts to prosecute their claim 
under the treaty of March 17, 1842. Under the new treaty, 
concluded between the Wyandot delegation and the government 
on April 1, 1850, the United States agreed to pay the Wyandots 
$185,000 for their claim on 148,000 acres of public domain, 
$85,000 in cash, and $100,000 to be invested in United States 
securities bearing a 5 percent interest. The annual interest on these 
securities was to be paid to the tribe at the same time as their · 
annuity payments. The government agreed to pay all expenses 
incurred by the Wyandot delegates in Washington. 25 
The treaty was presented to the Wyandot tribe at a national 
convention which met on three occasions on the Wyandot Reserve 
between May 7 and May 23, 1850. The Wyandots approved the 
treaty on May 23 with a few minor amendments by a vote of 
sixty-three to twenty, but Subagent Moseley reported that a 
majority of the Indians were opposed to the treaty. He contended 
that only the Wyandots with a large percentage of white blood 
supported the treaty, and that they were able to secure a majority 
in the convention through bribery. 26 
Notwithstanding Moseley's report, the United States Senate 
ratified the Wyandot Treaty on September 24, 1850, and on 
December 2 the Indians accepted the treaty . At this point the 553 
members of the Wyandot tribe could expect renumeration for their 
claim on the public domain, although there was still a question as to 
whether T. W; Bartley or Judge Read would receive a 20 percent 
commission for prosecuting the Wyandot claim. This question 
remained unanswered for two years. On February 8, 1851, the 
Wyandots reappointed Clark and Walker as delegates to go to 
Washington to settle unfinished business connected with the treaty 
of 1850. John W . Greyeyes, a chief who had replaced Francis 
Hicks, was not appointed to serve on the delegation of 1851. Silas 
Armstrong, a brother of John M. Armstrong, stated that Greyeyes 
was dropped from the delegation because many Wyandots feared he 
would pay Bartley the $37,000 commission he had earned prose-
cuting the Wyandot claim. Moseley reported on February 12 that 
before the two delegates left the Wyandot Reserve they drew three 
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drafts in favor of Clark. The first draft of $16,000 was to be used to 
pay the Delawares the final installment on the Wyandot Reserve; 
the second draft of $32,000 was to be divided among members of 
the tribe on a per capita basis; and the third draft of $37,000 was 
to be paid to either Bartley or Judge Read . 27 
The Wyandot delegates paid the commission to Read, but until 
1852 Bartley attempted to recover his fee. However, Bartley lost 
his principal supporter in the Wyandot tribe when John M. 
Armstrong died in Ohio on April 15, 1852. The Wyandots never 
paid Bartley any money for his efforts in aiding them in prosecut-
ing their claim on 148,000 acres of public domain, but he had 
received fees from the tribe for other legal services. The final 
installment on the reserve was paid by the Wyandots on August 1, 
1851, and the $32,000 was divided among the tribe on a per capita 
basis. The $100,000 to be invested in United States Government 
securities was invested in state securities . Although this action was 
in direct violation of the Treaty of 1850, the Indians were 
powerless to reverse the decision of officials of the government . 
After over three decades of litigation, the Wyandots received the 
final partial payment due under the provisions of the Treaty of 
1850. The members of the tribe have never received a settlement 
on interest due the Indians according to the provisions of the 
Treaty of 1850. 28 
While the Wyandots prosecuted their claim on the public 
domain, Moseley performed his duties as subagent. He was fre-
quently calied upon to defend the Indians from the greed of 
dishonest whites . Periodically, horse thieves from Missouri slipped 
across the border and took animals from the Wyandots, and 
occasionally, Indians were murdered by whites in drunken brawls. 
Moseley usually testified on the Indians' behalf in those cases. 
Despite Moseley's efforts, a few Wyandots did not think that he 
performed the duties of his office. In June, 1850, a group of 
dissatisfied Wyandots led by John M. Armstrong protested 
Moseley's conduct to Commissioner of Indian Affairs Brown. They 
accused Moseley of ineptitude, failure to perform his duties regard-
ing the annuity payments, using profane language, and favoring 
white traders. The Wyandot chiefs refuted these charges on August 
8 to Luke Lea, the new Commissioner of Indian Affairs and 
attributed the protest to personal animosity toward Moseley. 
Despite this controversy, Moseley was able to retain his position. 29 
Although the Wyandots were very dependent upon the decisions 
of officials of the United States Government, they tried to maintain 
a viable tribal government. The men who shouldered the 
responsibility for the success or failure of the Wyandot tribal 
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government were the chiefs and the members of the Legislative 
Committee. The members of the Legislative Committee acted as 
an advisory board, but they could propose laws which would be 
approved or rejected by the Wyandot chiefs. On August 13, 1850, 
George I. Clark was elected principal chief for a two-year term, 
and James Washington, James Rankin, John W. Greyeyes, and 
Matthew Mudeater were selected to serve one-year terms as 
councilors. The Legislative Committee for 1850-1851 was 
composed of John Armstrong, John Arms, Matthew R. Walker, 
Hiram M. Northrup, and William Walker. All the adult males of 
the tribe voted in these annual elections. The election had become 
traditional over the years and was always held in August because 
that was the month of the Green Corn Feast, the principal holiday 
of the Wyandot tribe. 30 
The annual salary of the principal chief was $80, while each of 
the councilors received $60. The members of the Legislative Com-
mittee drew an annual emolument of $40 each. The two 
Wyandot sheriffs, the principal law enforcement officers of the 
tribe, each recieved a yearly stipend of $40. The Wyandot jailor, 
who was charged with holding prisoners at a small prison on the 
Wyandot Reserve, received $100 each year for his services. The 
Wyandot ferryman, who operated a ferry which transported 
passengers and freight over the Kansas River from Missouri, was 
the highest paid public official; he drew an annual salary of $150. 
All Wyandot officials were paid from tribal funds received from 
the federal government. In addition to salaries, $400 was set aside 
in 1851 for the care of blind members of the tribe. 31 
The Wyandot sheriffs investigated all criminal cases on the 
reserve. There was considerable violence, but the Wyandots 
preferred not to refer cases involving Indians to the white man's 
law. However, the Wyandot legal code was similar to that used in 
white communities. A public defender and a prosecuting attorney 
were appointed by the Wyandot Council, and the accused was 
given a jury trial before his peers. The most severe penalty was 
capital punishment. An extreme example of the possible fate of 
Wyandots convicted of murder was the case of John Coon, Jr. On 
December 11, 1852, Coon was committed to the Wyandot jail for 
his part in the murder of Curtis Punch. He was brought to trial on 
December 17, and William Walker acted as prosecuting attorney, 
while Silas Armstrong represented Coon. After a one-day trial, on 
December 19, the jury returned a verdict of murder in the first 
degree, although Walker conceded that the evidence merited a 
verdict of manslaughter. At 1:00 p.m. on January 18, 1853, a 
procession of Wyandots was formed at the jail. The prisoner was 
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brought forth and placed in a wagon, and the procession pro-
ceeded to the palce of execution. At 3:30p.m. a firing squad of six 
Wyandots faced the prisoner. At a signal given by Matthew R. 
Walker and Philip Brown, the executioners fired, and Coon fell to 
the frozen ground dead . Coon's execution was an exception, but 
several Wyandots were sentenced to prison in the 1850's by their 
fellow tribesmen. 32 
Although serious problems remained, including the payment of 
claims to the Indians, by January, 1851, Moseley could reflect on 
considerable progress since assuming office. Both factions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church had a resident preacher, and 
although there was still hostility between the two groups, it 
remained dormant for the moment. Moseley could claim with 
justification that the physical facilities of the subagency were in 
better shape than at any time since its inception in Kansas . Then 
on February 27, 1851, a decision was reached in the Office of 
Indian Affairs to abolish the Wyandot Subagency as of July 1. A 
new agency, designated as the Kansas Agency, was created to serve 
the Wyandot, Shawnee, Delaware, Munsee, Stockbridge, and 
Christian Indians of Kansas . Moseley was appointed agent of the 
Kansas Agency, and his annual salary was increased from $750 to 
$1,000. 33 
After the Wyandot Subagency was closed, Moseley requested 
that he be allowed to move the headquarters of the Kansas Agency 
to the buildings which had housed the Shawnee Agency. He com-
plained to Superintendent Mitchell that the buildings of the now 
defunct Wyandot Subagency were located on an unhealthy site . 
Moseley was granted permission to relocate at the old Shawnee 
Agency residence; and he rented the former Wyandot Subagency 
residence to Matthew R. Walker. On November 28, 1853, Joel 
Walker purchased the former Wyandot Subagency residence from 
the government for $500. 34 
On April 28, 1853, recently appointed Commissioner of Indian 
Mfairs George W. Manypenny notified Banjamin F. Robinson of 
Bolivar, Missouri, that he had been appointed agent of the Kansas 
Agency to replace Moseley. Accompanied by Moseley, Robinson 
reached the Wyandot Reserve on May 30, when the new agent was 
introduced to the Wyandots. Robinson was impressed by the ad-
vanced white civilization of the Wyandots. Although he castigated 
the other tribes under the jurisdiction of the Kansas Agency for 
their system of laws and well-ordered school districts . Nevertheless, 
he found that alcoholism and prostitution were common vices 
among the Wyandots. Seven members of the Moseley family 
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The grave of Thomas Mosely, ]r. in the Sarcoxie Cemetery, 
Sarcoxie, Missouri. 
returned to Owensboro, Kentucky. During the 1840's Amelia 
Moseley Sanders, a daughter of Thomas and Sallie Moseley, married 
Samuel D . Sanders of Sarcoxie, Missouri. Amelia remained with her 
husband in Sarcoxie when the rest of the Moseley family returned to 
Owensboro. Samuel D. Sanders died, leaving Amelia a widow, so 
on March 11, 1858, Thomas Moseley, Jr. and Sallie C. Moseley, sold 
a house and lot to their daughter, Amelia, on what is the north side 
of the square in modern Sarcoxie, Missouri. Later in the year 
Thomas and Sallie Moseley visited Amelia in Sarcoxie. On August 
16, 1858, Thomas died and he was interred in the Sarcoxie 
Cemetery about one mile from the farm he homesteaded in 1846. 35 
The administration of Thomas Moseley at the Wyandot Sub-
agency occurred during one of the most important periods in the 
history of the tribe. Before the subagency was consolidated into the 
Kansas Agency, the Wyandots had laid the foundation for the 
settlement of many of the problems which confronted their tribe. 
After the Treaty of 1850 was concluded with the government, the 
Indians could concentrate their efforts on improving the reserve in 
eastern Kansas. No longer was there any indication that they 
would be moved to another reserve in Kansas, but there was every 
reason to believe that funds promised by the government under the 
terms of the Treaty of 1850 would assist them in their attempt to 
improve their standard of living on the Wyandot Reserve. 
Thomas Moseley found a subagency in chaos when he arrived at 
the Wyandot Subagency· during the summer of 1849. His 
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Thomas Mosely, Jr. sold this land, on the north side of the square 
in Sarcoxie, Missouri, to his daughter, Amelia, in March, 1858. 
predecessor was held in low esteem by the Indians and the affairs 
of the subagency were in utter disarray. Moseley acted with speed 
and decisiveness when he attempted to bring order and efficiency 
to the subagency. He recognized that a secure base of operations 
was required and that the existing facilities were totally 
inadequate. Within a relatively short time he rented a dwelling for 
his subagency residence and houses for the blacksmiths. The new 
subagent tried to stay within the guidelines of economy established 
by his superiors. By renting instead of constructing buildings, he 
saved the government considerable expense. When the subagency 
was consolidated into the Kansas Agency, new facilities were 
necessary at another location, but Moseley was able to sell the 
Wyandot Subagency residence. 
A majority of the Wyandots were willing to accept their sub-
agent during the last years of the Wyandot Subagency. The 
situation when he assumed office did not make the task of gaining 
the acceptance of the Indians a simple accomplishment. Some 
Wyandots accused him of favoring those Indians who held oppos-
ing views, and he was accused of not setting a good moral example 
for the youth of the tribe. However, he did an admirable job 
under the difficult conditions of the Kansas-Missouri border at the 
midpoint of the nineteenth century. The last Wyandot Subagency 
under the administration of Thomas Moseley, Jr. of Owensboro, 
Kentucky, was one of the better periods in the history of the 
Wyandot Indians during the nineteenth century. 
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The author in his office. 
(Missouri Southern State College) . 
Letter Written by Harvey M. Seaman 
From Stockton 
October 1850 
Much Loved Parents, 
After a long voyage of 164 days, Charles and I have arrived in 
California safe and sound. And I assure you that it is with feelings 
of peculiar gratitude to know that I am again on land and in a 
country where we can reciprocate those kindred feelings of friend-
ship, even in this remote way. And I take the opportunity of the 
first mail to let you know my situation, well knowing your many 
hopes and fears and anxieties toward me. And thus has it been 
with me, not a day has rolled its giddy round but voluntarily, my 
thoughts have wandered to old Delaware. Many a time have I sat 
on deck, when viewing some lovely scenery, and wished for some 
brother or sister to be with me for a time that they might enjoy the 
treat, so have I sat there in the still hour of night, when not a 
breath stirred the mighty deep, and the moon was pouring her 
silvery radiance over the wide expanse of waters. ·And thought of 
friends jar away, and fancied that I saw them as in days gone by. 
Though I have been on water but a jew short months, it seems 
an age. And for the future, I am cured of all voyages by sailing 
crafts where wind is the sole propelling power. Yet we were very 
fortunate as regards heavy storms and dangers, but I was much 
deceived in respect to time, and fare, but coarse fare has given me 
a vigorous mind, strengthened my frame, and shown me some of 
the varieties of sea life. And the time, I trust, I have not left wholly 
unimproved; so perhaps, if I have lost in one point, I gained in the 
other. Certain I am saved the dangers of ill-health that might have 
followed by crossing the Isthmus. Yet I wished more than once 
that I had gone that route, and probably would have, had not 
friends in York advised me to the reverse. But let that pass, and we 
will hope it's all for the best. At least I feel resolved to try and 
make it such. 
Before I say anything about San Francisco, I will give you a jew 
brief sketches, of my experience. I wrote you a letter just before 
leaving for York; so you know my proceedings up to that time. I 
bought my ticket on the 1st of May, intending to sail the 3rd, but 
we lay at the wharf till the 5th, then were towed out in the stream 
something like one mile from shore, where we lay until Saturday, 
the 8th. During all this strange and desultory proceeding, some 
fear and anxiety began to be exhibited among the passengers, that 
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we were the victims of some foul play. Doubtful surmising and 
queer conjectures circulated quite freely, and some thought it best 
to learn how matters stood. Accordingly, three fellows from the 
steerage, went ashore to ascertain, if possible, the cause of our 
delay, though advised by many to remain on board. And had they 
remembered the saying of an old captain ("Don't give up the 
ship''), they would have been jar better off, for in their absence, 
our Captain came with a Pilot Boat, and we were on our way to 
California. We all felt sorry for the poor fellows, making the 
second time that one of them had been deceived. 
Now though the great city of York, its harbor and lovely 
scenery, was growing more dim and more distant, till its tallest 
spires were lost to our view, and fully conscious that we were 
leaving friends behind, that we should see again . Yet the sweet 
smile of pleasure rested on every countenance, every heart seemed 
elated, as though riches and perfect happiness were in store for all. 
But every calm has its storm, and every drop of joy its tear of woe. 
And so it was with us, for ere our boat had left, or our ship well 
nigh cleared the land, we began to feel that dull, dizzy nauseous 
sickness belonging to new voyagers. This was no more than we 
expected, but owing to the roughness of the sea, it came on much 
sooner and more severe than we anticipated. And despite its 
disagreeableness, it was really amusing to see thirty or forty heads 
over the water playing the part of Jonah and the whale, and feed-
ing the fishes with their latest dinner. This lasted not for once or 
one day, but for many, some longer than others. Charles was very 
sick for three or jour weeks. Since then he has improved very much 
and is more fleshy than I ever saw him before. The next day was 
Sunday. We had no winds, but a deep heavy swell caused us to 
rock from side to side with considerable force, making one of the 
most disagreeable motions to a new voyager. 
It was now that I saw the picture which my fancy had often 
portrayed, but how poor it was in comparison to the real. Stretch 
my eye where I would, I saw nothing but a great field of waters 
bounded by the blue heavens. It reminded me of some vast prairie 
or mighty desert, and our ship appeared like a lone bird 
wandering over these trackless plains. 
The second Monday, we had a strong wind and high seas, when 
by some mismanagement at the wheel, our ship reeled, the sails 
caught the wind and way went all top gallant masts. This 
retarded our progress considerable, and would have been a serious 
loss had the wind continued. But from this time we had a calm of 
some three weeks, that gave us time to repair all. 
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We had a sick man on board, who from the commencement had 
given symptoms of the small pox. Now it was no longer a matter of 
doubt, but a decided fact, that contagious disease was in our 
midst. And I assure you that it needed but little discernment to see 
really sad and truly woebegone visages depicted in every 
countenance. And I think that an electric shock would not have 
frightened our nerves more than this news did. And considering 
our situation, it was rather alarming. A warm clime, a loathsome 
disease, and nothing that nature in such a case requires, except the 
poorest specimen of a Doctor that ever rolled a pill. But there was 
no fleeing from it. Use precaution and trust the rest to Providence 
was our only resort, and certainly, He saved us, for after nine 
cases, all of which got well, it fled from us. Charles and I escaped, 
but I never wish such chances again. 
It needed at the outset, but a glimpse at our passengers, 150 in 
number, to see that they were composed of a most heterogeneous 
mass. Nearly every state and natio'!l had its representatives. And of 
course there were some good fellows and some not so good. There 
were some quarrelsome ones, and seldom a day passed, but there 
was contention. But ''fair play, let them fight" was the motto. 
We had three good fiddlers which added not a little to beguile 
many a weary hour. And have some twelve ladies, our deck was 
frequently the scene of a jovial dance, especially on the moonlit 
evenings in the tropical Clime, which are the loveliest I ever saw. 
The moon seems to shine with a redoubled brilliancy, the water 
casts back a silvery reflection, that is as soft and placid as angel's 
countenance. I employed my time to reading, but I could not read 
as with that avidity on land. Playing cards, checkers and other 
games employed the time of many, and often caused quarrels. For 
a jew weeks sea life is a pleasing variety, but after that it wears 
away and becomes an insipid monotony. 
We saw great numbers of fish, especially the Porpoise. They go 
in large droves, leaping and skipping like sheep on a May morning. 
When in the Pacific, we caught one, but I cannot say they are the 
best of eating. We saw some sharks. They are a beautiful fish 
striped with various colors. They are very quick and voracious. We 
attempted to catch some, but we jailed. We caught some bonito; 
they are a fine fish weighing from ten to fifteen pounds. Flying fish 
we saw in great quantities. They are small, ten to twelve inches in 
length. They have a wing like the bat and fly from 50 to 60 feet. 
Flat fish, Skip Jacks and many others of a smaller kind we saw in 
great quantities. 
But just before crossing the first Tropic, we saw the old fellow 
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himself, a fine fellow he was, Mr . Whale. He was of a dark color, 
some 60 or 70 feet in length. At short intervals he would throw up 
large quantities of water and lash the surface with his broad tail as 
if perfectly conscious of his acknowledged superiority. When in 
more southern latitudes, we saw numbers. One day we saw jour at 
one time, one of which threw himself wholly out of the water, and 
cut up many other antics and frolics due to his greatness. It was an 
amusing and novel show for us, and all free of charge. We saw 
some birds, and some of some kind were with us most of the time, 
which gave us the impression that we were not wholly forsaken . 
We occasionally saw ships but seldom came near enough to 
speak. You cannot tell with what joy a ship is met by another at 
sea; they hail as a brother adventurer in a perilous journey on a 
pathless ocean. And then it is a beautiful sight to see another ship 
at sea under full sail. She moves along like some proud eagle 
soaring to her native mountain too . 
As we neared the Equator, the weather grew extremely hot. I 
slept on deck in open air. Here too, we had heavy rains, and when 
it did rain, it seemed as if the very flood gates of heaven were 
open, and we were to be the victims of another deluge, but worse 
than all, we had head winds or none at all. 
Our fare had been hard, but now grew worse. We were 
deprived of many necessaries. And then it was got up in such a 
style that often a dog could not relish it. We were allowanced on 
water. All this with other things made me sick of sea life. I was not 
sorry that I was bound to California, but I wished it another way. 
St. Catherine, the principal city, is situated at the very extremity 
of the harbor, some ten miles from our anchorage. Having an 
opportunity, I with the first mate and three of jour others went up 
in a boat manned by two natives. 
This city contains perhaps some eight thousand inhabitants. It is 
built of wood and stone in low and ancient style. They have a very 
nice market and it is kept remarkably clean. Here is their prison 
for criminals and barracks for soldiers, which are poor specimens 
of warlike ambition or valor. Their guns are clumsy things, their 
swords broad and ill-shaped, and their cannon old and rusty as 
time. 
Being Catholics, they take more pride in their churches than in 
any other edifices. I was in several, and not one was wanting in 
costliness of crosses, images and various other figurative represen-
tations, to make it a house of holy prayer and acceptable praise. 
And I would say the worst feature of their condition is this cursed 
religion . And when followed with such blindness, will fetter any 
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people and ruin freedom and best government. Possessed of a 
pleasing clime it needs but the work of civilization to make it a 
happy and productive land. I saw none of that Yankee Locomo-
tive go-aheadiveness. They work but little, and seem to meet each 
day as though it was but to be followed by a long series of others. 
I saw a Gent and Female riding horseback (which by the way is 
the principal mode of travelling). The lady wore a long pink dress, 
a broad hat highly decorated with ribbons of various colors. 
They here have some very good stores, but I should fudge custo-
mers were jew. Their principal Coin is made of Copper and is 
called a Dump; it is about three times as large as our Cent. I saw 
these in business places stacked up by the thousands. There are 
some Germans and a jew Americans. The latter aided us much in 
showing us the various scenes. While in the City we stopped at a 
Hotel; they charged at the rate of $1 .50 per day . There had been 
California ships here before, and they had learned how to charge. 
I found all the implements of manufactures, rude and rough, little 
skill exhibited in any of their works, and less energy in all. We saw 
many other things that might be of interest, and I trust at some 
future time, I can tell all, but for now this must suffice. 
Having stayed at the City one more day than the appointed time 
of sailing, we hastened to our ship, and only arrived there just to 
save being left. All had gathered a good quantity of fruit, and 
having a fresh supply of provisions, and a new store of scenes and 
incidents to recount, we felt as merry as merry could be, and ready 
for further dangers. 
Now as our ship receded from the shore, we gave the parting 
glance (a mixture of sorrow and joy) as if we wished to retain in 
memory, the land we should see no more. And I believe that all 
would have consented to stay one week longer, yet we felt our 
fortunes were elsewhere, and the sooner off the better. The wind 
being fair, the tallest hills were lost to our view, and were again 
wanderers on a trackless ocean. 
We now formed a Debating Club which was the source of some 
improvement and much sport. The weather grew colder each day. 
We had frequent squalls attended by rain, snow and hail. We here 
saw a great many Cape Pigeons; they in size and color resemble 
our Dove, but with a web foot and duck bill. By throwing over a 
hook and line with a piece of bread attached, it was an easy 
matter to catch them. We also saw here the Albatross, a bird of the 
largest class, often measuring 16 to 18 feet tip to tip . 
My time now grew weary, and I cared not how soon my voyage 
ended. I felt anxious to know how friends jar away were. We had 
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one little girl on board that always reminded me of Libby . She was 
gay and sprightly and took great pleasure in tripping the Decks. 
But on Monday August 9th, when directly off the Cape, we met 
with a storm that made our hair stand almost erect. The waves 
rolled to a frightful height, the wind blew a perfect gale; it seemed 
as if old Mother Ocean was trying to do her best. Though we had 
some fears as to the result, for the land was but a short distance 
off, and the wind blowing directly for it. Yet was a scene I wished 
to see, nor was I deceived in respect to its grandeur, power and 
sublimity. The next day the winds moderated down to a gentle 
breeze, and before night we were on the Great Pacific. 
I now felt those proud feelings of aspiration of a traveller in a 
strange land to land and from pole to pole. This sea is well worthy 
of its name. It is not so easily agitated as the Atlantic. Storms are 
less frequent; it had a beautiful color, a soft balmy invigorating 
air. We now had fair winds which carried us along finely. And we 
cherished hopes of soon reaching our destined port. 
We by this time had all become pretty well acquainted, and 
tricks of different kinds were played off on different ones. Charles 
always took an active part in these games. As we neared the 
Equator, the weather grew hot, and we were compelled to sleep 
on Deck once more, nor is it a bad place in a Tropical Clime. We 
met with a jew ships, saw and caught some fish, and occasionally 
received a visit from a wandering bird, otherwise our days passed 
without a varying mould. 
Yet as long as the wind continued favorable, we kept up good 
cheer, but when in Lat. 14° North , we met with our original fate , 
head winds. They continued for jour weeks during which time a 
more weary, worn set of mortals, you never saw. We were 
allowanced on water. Hard bread and Salt Beef was our principal 
food. But this I had become accustomed to, and cared but little. 
The novelty and pleasing scene, which we saw at first in most 
every wave, had worn away. And all things connected with a 
Cape Horn trip had become a dull and insipid monotony. It was 
now that I was really sorry that I had chosen this route, and I am 
certain if I had a dozen voyages to make to California, I should 
never go this way again, especially where wind is the sole 
propelling power. There is another thing at sea; every doing except 
within the circle of your vision, is a blank. I was desirous to hear 
of the affairs of the world, to know how friends were at home, for 
in these days, great changes and revolutions, are but the work of a 
little time. 
I had some of the most singular dreams that. ever passed through 
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the brain of man. I often fancied that I was shipwrecked; I often 
thought I was sailing on the Delaware, and sometimes I thought 
our ship was running on dry land. One night I dreamed of drink-
ing from our spring on the hillside. I often dreamed of home, of 
friends, of strange lands and wild scenes. Though these are but 
dreams or mere delusions, that have no prophecy, I recount them 
to show how circumstances change all things. 
October 1st a favorable breeze sprung up, and on Saturday, we 
saw the long sought for land. We hailed it with glad shouts and 
thought the next day to stop on shore. But Sunday, Monday and 
part of Tuesday were as gloomy and foggy days as ever overspread 
our existence, there being several ships in our vicinity, and land 
not far off, our situation was jar from agreeable. 
But Tuesday, it cleared up, and we at 4 P.M. took a Pilot, and 
at 11 P.M. we anchored in the harbor of San Francisco. We all felt 
thankful for our safe deliverance, yet we felt that our energies and 
ambitions must now begin to act. 
The next morn we went ashore, and entered the far famed City 
that has sprung as it were, into existence in a jew short years. I 
shall not attempt to give a description of it, for every paper gives a 
better account of it than my time or limits will allow. The 
buildings are low and built of wood, stone and brick. The streets 
are narrow and dirty and crowded with people from every nation. 
Immigration continues to flood the country. 
Provisions are high; Flour is $35 to $40 per barrel, Pork $50, 
Beef 15 to 20 Cts., Eggs $1.00 per dozen, Potatoes $2 per bushell, 
and all things are in like proportion. Labour in the City is not over 
plenty, yet one can get $4 to $5 per day, but you have to board 
yourself, therefore the profits are but little. 
I made inquiries in respect to the mines, and come to the 
conclusion to go there, and thinking that for winter, the southern 
mines would be most favourable, I left on Thursday Eve. for 
Stockton, where I arrived the next morning. This trip being in the 
night, I can tell you but little of its scenery. But Stockton is a 
beautiful place finely situated, and surrounded by fertile country. 
It is the principal port for the southern mines. Now this is where I 
have this long and tedious letter. Thus jar it is the extent of my 
journey. Tomorrow I shall go to the mines some 50 or 60 miles 
distant . It cost $5 from San Francisco to this place and $15 to 
Sonora near where I shall go (it is a stage route). I expected to 
receive a letter from you in San Francisco, but did not. I have 
written to Uncle . So if one jails, the other may reach your ears. 
Give him my love as well as Aunt and all friends. Charles and 
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another fellow from -the state of Main are with me and design to 
stick by each other. I have closed my letter hastily, nor did I design 
to give much of a description of California till better acquainted. I 
told Uncle to address me at Stockton, but you may write or direct 
at Sonora Tuolmne Co. Calif. and I shall get one or the other and 
probably both. Remember me to all brothers and sisters, to mother 
and friends. 
Your affectionate son, 
H. M. Seaman 
About twenty years after Harvey Seaman returned from California, in 1876, he 
built a water-powered grist and flower mill at the eastern edge of the village of 
De Lancey in upstate New York. His grandson, Maurice Seaman, of Petaluma 
worked in this mill as a boy. The Seaman family had come to America in 1643 
from Bristol, England . 
We are grateful for Mr. Maurice Seaman's generosity in letting us print- this 
interesting letter written from Stockton, California in 1850. 
The pale yellow, green shuttered, two story Victorian home built 
in 1887. [Fireplace and sun porch to right added in recent years.] 
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Westerns in Eastern Europe 
BoBI WoLF 
The kind of motion picture simply called "the western," born at 
the dawn of the motion picture industry in the United States, 
stopped being strictly an American phenomenon much sooner than 
most western movie fans realize. As early as the mid-1930's the 
Czechoslovak movie makers produced probably the first western 
motion picture in Europe. It was a rare sort of western movie 
because it was a comedy. Soon it became clear that it is much 
easier to make a dubious motion picture with comical situations 
and gags and then simply dub it as a parody of a western than to 
produce a serious, realistic western movie. The Czech motion 
picture makers apparently hit the easier road when in the early 
sixties they produced their third western entitled "Limonade Joe" 
with a subtitle of, "A horse opera, a parody of a western." The 
second Czech western, released in the fifties, was an exception and 
quite a success. It was called "Death In the Saddle." It did not take 
place in the American West and did not try to copy the ordinary 
western scene. The story took place in a romantic countryside, 
somewhere in Czechoslovakia, at a horse ranch. For the unin-
formed reader it must be explained that Czechoslovakia does 
export first-class race horses bred at a number of horse farms . The 
herdsmen dressed very much like American cowboys. In the movie 
a couple of young herdsmen stole a gun and having dressed up like 
real bandits in disguise, apparently influenced by we.stern dime 
novels, held up the accountant of the farm on his way from the 
local bank with a• considerable sum of money. Of course the 
motion picture ends with the arresting of the juvenile delinquents. 
As years have gone by, the western movement has settled in a 
number of countries . We now can see westerns made not only in 
Japan but also in Turkey as well as in the German Democratic 
Republic . However, the more westerns that have come along the 
more it becomes evident that the non-American producers and 
directors of westerns are hardly able to approach the down-to-
earth realism of the American westerns . In addition to this draw-
back, each nationality has given every western motion picture a 
particular, easily identifiable touch . The Italians love quick action, 
often with brutal overtones, on the other hand, the Indian is 
always the hero with the Germans . 
This rule can very well be applied to the East European 
westerns. To start with, the two most active "western" movies 
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making areas in this part of the globe are Roumania and the 
German Democratic Republic. The Roumanian western movie 
makers are particularly interested in historical themes, in the times 
when the Old West stayed still "back East." In these Roumanian 
"early" westerns, sneaking gunfighters, cunning deputy marshalls, 
and the vile Comanches are replaced by honest hunters, honorable 
colonels of the British Expeditionary Forces and trustworthy 
Iroquois Indians. The scene, of course, is not the Arizona Desert 
but the peaceful shores of Lake Erie. As a matter of fact, we miss 
those lovable characters of the Old West so much that sometimes 
we hesitate to call these movies westerns at all. Nevertheless, 
during the last decade the Roumanians earned quite a reputation 
for their successful filming of the famous Leatherstocking 
Tales by Fenimore Cooper . The young movie -goers were 
especially grateful to the Roumanian producers for giving them a 
chance to see their old friends, Natty Bumpo and his companion, 
Chingachgook, on the screen . In the meantime, with assistance 
from French film producers the Roumanians succeeded in moving 
the frontier on to the West. The result of this Franco-Roumanian 
collaboration was a surprisingly good picture based on Mark 
Twain's book, "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer." The special 
approach of the motion picture directors, the use of the typical 
western scenery, the costumes and gunfights and the whole 
atmosphere meant that the movie could easily be qualified as a 
western. 
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Unlike the Roumanian westerns, the German movies take place 
right in the heart of the American West, doing their best in using 
the typical scenery. As for western Germany, it belongs geographi-
cally to Western Europe and therefore it should not be mentioned 
here. Still westerns made in this country fit in the file of Eastern 
European westerns in one respect. The East European motion 
picture directors in general maintain a different attitude towards 
the American Indians than do the Americans. East Europeans pic-
ture an Indian first of all as a human being with many virtues and 
vices. The movies made there try to show the things from the 
Indian viewpoint to make the audience understand the problems 
and the tragedy of the Red Race. At the same time, however, they 
endeavor to be as objective as possible and consequently not all 
white characters are bad and nor are Redskins saints. This is hard 
to justify in the eyes of many objective Americans and it can be 
said only that it is rather the matter of the whole European 
humanistic tradition dating back to the days of the great French 
humanists like Voltaire and Rousseau and the idea of "noble 
savage." This idea of help to the oppressed races in the world is 
still maintained in the European literature of today which 
influenced motion picture production and made the European 
movie makers stand on the side of the Indian. 
The West Germans achieved a certain success with their 
westerns; though they could not surpass the Italian and Spanish 
ones just because their movies lacked brutality. Western Germany 
released some twenty-odd westerns, one or two made in co-
production with Czechoslovakia; the rest were made in Yugoslavia 
with the great assistance of the Yugoslavian film industry. 
Much greater success was achieved, especially in Eastern 
Europe, with those westerns based on novels of an outstanding 
German writer, Karl May. Within the last two decades the West 
German motion picture industry released a whole series of some 
fifteen movies that might be labeled Karl May westerns. The 
number of movies taking place in other places of the world based 
on May's books is equally high. The principal characters in every 
May western are the same with the Chief of the Mescalero 
Apaches, Winnetou, portrayed by the French actor Pierre Brice 
and a white hunter and scout usually called Old Shatterhand in 
the West, played by the late Lex Barker. The success of their 
movies has been surprising; a couple of them were presented in the 
United States . 
Like their brothers in the West, the East Germans started 
becoming very involved in the western field more than a decade 
ago. They too use a standard actor for westerns to portray the 
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chief Indian characters. In this case it is the Yugoslavian actor 
named Gojko Mitic. Apart from a couple of movies like one 
entitled "Tecumseh," which requires no commentary, all other 
East German westerns take place in the American West in the 
second half of the 19th Century. In most cases the themes of the 
pictures are pure fiction and don't contain much poetical truth. 
Again we can follow the long, sad. road of the American Indians 
with all those violated treaties, false promises and bloodshed. 
Sometimes one cannot resist suspicion that some scenes, 
especially in the East German westerns, are a little exaggerated 
and that they have been calculated to evoke sympathy for the 
Indians and contempt for the white Americans. Watching the 
number of the dead Indians grow and the whites act more and 
more shamefully in every coming movie, one suddenly stops being 
interested. My own feelings were very much alike when I 
decided- after a long hesitation- to come and see the latest 
western produced in Eastern Germany. I expected a horror and I 
was not disappointed. Things went on as I supposed. Ag~in the 
white crooks acted in a most wicked way. They invited unsus-
pecting Indians of the Mimbreno tribe to a fiesta. Good food and 
drink were offered. The chief of the Mimbreno Apaches insisted on 
leaving the weapons back home. He had already become 
acquainted with the leader of the white trappers, their hosts, and 
therefore trusted them completely. The Indians entered the plaza 
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of a little Mexican village unarmed. The white trappers and the 
Mimbrenos stepped to the full tables like real friends. The mescal 
tasted so good that the Indians did not even notice the white 
trappers leaving the plaza slowly one by one. Suddenly a great 
blast could be heard, and dark clouds of smoke covered every-
thing. Some historians claim it was a howitzer or it could also have 
been a field gun. One way or other, the bloody work of the howit-
zer was finished by rifles and kinves of the whites . Soon the plaza 
was covered with mutilated bodies of Indians, including women 
and children. Then the business started; the white villains took 
their knives and began scalping making no distinction between 
men, women and children. And why should they? The bounty for 
an Apache male scalp was $100.00 and those of the women and 
children were $50.00 and $25.00 respectively. The number of 
the massacred Mimbrenos could have been well over three 
hundred. Really, not a bad business. We were shocked. Could this 
be true or was it just another play on our nerves? Well, details are 
not important. The facts are simple. The place of the massacre was 
Santa Rita (now Mexico) and the time was in the late 1830's. The 
name of the white gang was James Johnson. The Chief of the 
Mimbrenos was Juan Jose. There were only two survivors, an old 
man by the name of Nana (no relation to the well-known Warm 
Springs Apache Chief) and a young warrior named Ulzana, who 
became Juan Jose's successor. Later he became famous under his 
Spanish name, Mangas Coloradas. His acts of vengeance belong to 
the most cruel chapters of the Old West history. Yet there is no 
doubt that his killing and marauding is fully justified. The rest of 
the movie shows the beginning of his private war on the white 
settlers. Strangely enough, Ulzana's Spanish name was not 
mentioned in the movie. 
The title of this remarkable motion picture is simply, "The 
Apaches," directed by Gottfried Kolditz, starring Gojko Mitic as 
Ulzana and released in 1973. 
The good old western traveled a long way to make a stop in the 
U.S.S.R. Yes, Russians make westerns. If the Far North during the 
Gold Rush could be considered a part of the American West, at 
least because of its equally wild scenery, colorful characters, saloon 
fights and occasional shooting, then it could be said that the first 
Soviet western was made in 1946. It was the film adaptation of the 
famous Jack London novel, "The White Fang." Russians passed 
this first sort of western exam excellently. Several years later the 
Russians got considerably c!oser to the western frontier by filming 
a couple of 0. Henry stories taking place in the Old West. 
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Generally speaking, the Russians have always been interested in 
filming famous adventure novels on world literature. One of the 
most experienced directors in this field, Vladimir Vinestock, once 
made a good motion picture based on a favorite book by Jules 
Verne, "The Children of Captain Grant," in the mid-1930's. Much 
later , in 1973 he finished another motion picture. This time he has 
chosen one of the best-known novels by Mayne Reid, "The Head-
less Horseman." The result surpassed all expectations. The Russians 
proved to be real craftsmen in this typically American art. The 
picture was made in coproduction with the Cuban movie-makers 
who "outfitted" the movie with indispensable characters like 
Mexicans, Negroes, and of course, Indians. Siberian steppes and 
deserts as well as the Caucasus made a perfect scenery, reflecting 
the Texas plains and Rockies. In fact, everything seemed just 
perfect except for the action itself. It was a bit slow sometimes, 
certainly slower than we are accustomed to nowadays. Several 
scenes were outspoken and dreamy with a considerable amount of 
poetry. I really can't help thinking of pre-war U.S. westerns in this 
respect, and as for the subtle poetry, this Russian movie reminded 
me of (of course only as far as the general mood was concerned) 
"The Appaloosa." To be objective, it was not the fault of either the 
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cast or of Mr. Vinstock himself. It was a matter of the typical 
Russian mentality which could not be denied even in this com-
pletely new environment- just like the Italians can't help being 
quick, anytime, anyway. 
The special kind of motion picture called "the western" is now 
being made all over the world. The Old West tradition is going 
strong outside the United States. A fine thing has happened: the 
non-Americans are interested in the American folklore and the Old 
West history more than most Americans themselves. A number of 
old westerners complain about the youth being interested more in 
drugs and sex than in healthy outdoor activity the way the real 
westerners do it. On the other side we see Eur9peans keen to get 
involved in the Old West picture despite their being deprived of a 
possibility to get basic Old West literature and magazines, and 
being able to see, at the most, only each tenth western movie 
released in the United States. This is the reason why the "home-
made" westerns are accepted with and interest. Still all non-
American westerns are more or less well-intentioned copies of one 
original. There is no doubt that any western movie fan, whether 
young or old, anywhere in the world, loves the original movies 
best . 
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Jack London 
And The 'Impossible Dream' 
N ELO DRIZARI 
As America's idealistically successful author, Jack London was 
an incurable, determined dreamer. He was, as well, a firm 
believer in his own destined rewards. He never faltered in his 
earnest quest to ride hard on the back of Pegasus, the elusive 
literary god. And, as if forever reminding himself of his goal, he 
loved to call himself 'Wolf.' It was his childhood image; and it 
meant an unconquerable wolf among supermen. 
To Frederick Bamford, his older friend and most unusual 
mentor, the young protege loomed as a special poem . .. "a red-
blooded poem.'' Their close friendship was possibly more meaning-
ful than a mere Socratic relationship between teacher and student. 
In fact, it soon proved most fortunate for young Jack London to 
enjoy his faith and friendship .... It all began in 1895. 
When they first met, Frederick Bamford had just been 
appointed associate librarian, in charge of the newly-created 
Reference Department, at the Oakland Public Library. Before 
that, he had been professor of English language and literature at 
Hesperian College. 
That year, young Jack London had come to feel deeply 
self-conscious of his lack of at least a high school education. 
Because of it, he had often strayed from a normally acceptable 
human course. The year before, for example, he had unwittingly 
joined Kelley's 'army' of unemployed men heading from California 
to Washington, D.C. Among them were also quite a few aimless 
hoboes. His tagging along behind these men eventually became a 
nightmarish misadventure. 
Crossing the American continent from California with 2,000 
such men, he had to beg from door to door for food, clothing and 
precious pennies- to keep body and soul together. Then, having 
finally broke away from Kelley's 'army' in the Middle West, he 
soon reached a small town near Buffalo, New York. There, the sky 
suddenly fell on his troubled head. 
That day, a fee-splitting constable arrested him at dawn. The. 
peculiar charge: for having no visible means of support. Brought 
before a municipal-court judge, he was tried, without the benefit 
of a jury, and found guilty. At eighteen, being denied his Consti-
tutional right for a trial by jury, he was jailed for a period of thirty 
days at hard labor. 
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When freed, he bitterly retraced his footsteps homeward. In 
Chicago, unable to find satisfactory work, he again was sadly 
frustrated. At the slaughter houses, he found human values 
jungled. Men were working for pitifully low wages. Working hours 
were much too long for human endurance. And sanitary condi-
tions he found more deadly. 
Returning home after his disastrously unsuccessful adventure, he 
eagerly entered the Oakland High School. Meanwhile, after school 
hours, he would often rush over to the Oakland Public Library. 
There, at the time, Frederick Bamford had just managed to 
streamline the Reference Department. He had put book-lending on 
an orderly basis. 
Young London lost no time confessing his shortcomings in the 
field of formal education. At nineteen, it was urgently necessary 
for him to earn a high school education. 
To earn a little money on the side, while studying at Oakland 
High, he worked there as a janitor. His family was poor, the boy 
confessed. And his stepfather, John London, getting on in years, 
was in dreadful need of some assistance to support the family. 
Besides, he was in dire need to buy scliool books for his own 
"education in a hurry." 
Deeply touched by his earnestly-narrated needs, Bamford 
quickly reassured him that he'd assist him in every way he possibly 
could. And that was the beginning of their miracle of friendship-
a precious friendship between a most ambitiously struggling 
student and a fondly dedicated educator. 
Meanwhile, Bamford had attracted the attention of other 
ambitious youths, flocking to him for guidance. Among them was 
a young woman. Her name: Georgia Emery Loring, daughter of 
Maria Emery of Maine and Williston Loring of Kentucky. On first 
seeing Bamford behind his big desk at the library, she was 
instantly impressed with his "unusual way of setting a lovely vase of 
flowers, every day, on his desk." The Loring family-home was just 
a block away, on Castro Street. 
Now an honor student at the fashionable Mark Hopkins Art 
Institute in San Francisco, Miss Loring used to cross the San 
Francisco Bay on the ferry. And she'd rush over to consult with 
"this new man with so much artistic taste" on books she needed. 
One was a French textbook to use as a sort of "postgraduate" 
course she was now additionally taking at Oakland High, from 
which she was graduated three years earlier. 
There, in the French class, Miss Loring soon met young Jack 
London. On first seeing him and intuitively sizing him up, she 
instantly experienced a thrilling sensation. As he entered the class 
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last and quickly took a seat a few rows back of her, she noticed he 
stood "Head and shoulders above the rest of the boys in the class 
. .. with so much youthful maturity in his handsomely determined 
face." 
Soon she got to know him more intimately, and she discovered 
that he was graduated from the Cole School in West Oakland . So 
was she. A short while before that , he had delivered the Oakland 
Tribune and San Francisco Examiner to the Loring home on 
Castro Street. 
But after the French course ended, she did not see Jack London 
until the following academic year. When the spring semester 
ended at Oakland High , in 1896, he suddenly decided to reach for 
other beckoning horizons. It was in an earnest quest for a college 
education. He dreamed of entering the University of California, 
Berkeley. 
That's when he pleaded with Bamford to guide him in what to 
the educator seemed as an elusive dream-since the boy had had 
only less than a year of high school. Still, his mentor reluctantly 
consented. But he warned his most ambitious protege that it would 
be a killing task. 
That summer, with Bamford's highly experienced guidance, 
young Jack London put his heart and soul to achieve this 
seemingly impossible dream. In less than three months, most faith-
fully following his mentor's difficult instructions, he successfully 
met what had appeared as an almost unattainable challenge. 
When the college entrance examinations were held in 
September, 1896, he passed them all with flying colors, qualifying 
thereby as a freshman. But, in doing so, he almost collapsed from 
'brainfag' just as his older friend had warned . 
One day, on the Berkeley campus, Miss Loring was again 
pleasantly surprised to see him. Jauntily approaching her with a 
heavy load of college books under his arm, his face glowing, he 
excitedly told her : 
"I am taking the works- but mostly English and more English ." 
He now was stubbornly determined to become a writer . 
She did not see him again until quite a few years later . . . when 
she was Mrs. Frederick Bamford. In the interim , young Jack 
London had gone through a series of bitter as well as most 
successful experiences. And she had meticulously kept a year-by-
year album of press clippings reflecting his incredible success as a 
writer. 
Meanwhile, he was forever most ambitiously reaching out for 
more elusive rainbows to capture with his pen . What had all-too-
briefly given him an innermost satisfaction as a college freshman, 
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had soon left him dissatisfied with himself. He had been a fresh-
man for one semester only. 
So, when the winter session ended on the Berkeley campus, he 
began casting for what he thought was more rewarding. It now 
was his peculiar dream to become rich quicKly with material 
things, as well . And he soon enough found the excuse for it: The 
discovery of gold in the Klondike of Alaska became his target. 
Before departing from the U. C. campus, in the spring of 1897, 
another idea had seized him. Having always dreamily wished to 
become a writer . . . even greater than Horatio Alger . . . he now 
was bent on starting as a newspaper correspondent. He would, he 
believed , successfully cover the incredible story of the Klondike 
craze for golddust. 
But editors, ever since the Boston News Letter, had always 
favored experienced correspondents for such important assign-
ments. Even editors of the San Francisco Chronicle and Call could 
not see their way clear in his case. Only the editor of the San 
Francisco Examiner had strongly hinted that he might accept 
certain articles on a freelance basis. 
Greatly encouraged by this glimmer of hope, he excitedly broke 
the news to Eliza London, his beloved stepsister. And, vehemently, 
he pleaded with her to grubstake him for the Klondike adventure. 
Earnestly explaining, he needed the money for food, woolen cloth-
ing and prospecting gear. On his return, he readily promised, he'd 
make her rich with golddust from Alaska. Over the strong objec-
tions of Flora, his hard-to-convince mother, Eliza London Shepard 
(married at sixteen to U.S. Army Colonel Shepard), willingly 
advanced him the necessary cash . 
But when he reached the Yukon Territory, blinding snows and 
freezing weather had made overland passage to Dawson City, 
nearest the Klondike goldfields, virtually impossible. That's when 
he faced the treacherous Chilkoot Pass. At twenty-one, strong as a 
wild bullock and most determined to succeed where other pros-
pectors had failed, he once more challenged the mysterious fates. 
Treading over the solidly frozen shoulder of the Chilkoot Pass, 
with snows deep to his knees, backtracking several times a day 
with heavy loads on his back, he finally surpassed even the 
hardiest of hired Indians who were portaging heavy loads on their 
back~. And they marvelled wide-eyed at the incredible endurance 
of this white youth . 
At Dawson City, overlooking the gold fields, he at once set up 
his private camp for the hard winter of 1897-98. Then, he staked 
his claim for gold over two frozen lots registered in his name. At 
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the moment, as prospecting went, that's all anybody- except 
young Jack London- could do until well into early spring. 
Then, as other idling prospectors were gambling away their 
precious golddust in gaming houses and other shady bars, he lost 
no time gathering another kind of potentially precious gold. From 
the lips of men and women with lost hopes, he eagerly kept on 
gleaning highly interesting tales, which some day back home he 
hoped to recreate into profitable stories. 
By early spring, when the snows had thawed over the frozen 
Klondike fields, he had stuffed his bulging pockets with what later 
successfully became full-fledged novels and articles and realistic 
short -stories. 
But by then, he was sadly compelled to rule out digging for gold 
on his two staked lots. The overriding reason, as the Yukon gods 
had already so harshly decreed, he had become a victim of 
scurvey, which had nearly killed him. Lack of fresh fruit and other 
health foods in a severe climate had considerably weakened him . 
Much too ill to linger on any longer, and possibly die there as 
many others had died, he finally decided to return home to 
California. Though without funds and still much weaker when 
boarding a coastal steamer homeward, he began working as a 
stoker in the engine room to pay for his passage. 
When he returned to his home in Oakland, his mother greeted 
him with a severe tongue-lashing. He had wasted a whole year 
away from his family, and had squandered Eliza's good money, 
she angrily scolded him. Still worse, John London, his stepfather-
to whom he had hoped to turn for a bit of human kindness- had 
died of old age. 
Even his English sweetheart, Mabel Applegarth, to whom he 
had neglected to write regularly from the Yukon Territory, would 
no longer have anything to do with him - unless he found a good 
job, such as a mail carrier for the U.S. Post Office. Frederick 
Bamford had unreservedly recommended him for such a post. And 
he had been accepted. 
But when he asked the Oakland postmaster to postpone the 
formal appointment for a year, so that he could devote his full 
time to writing, the postal official readily turned him down. 
So did Mabel Applegarth. He had expected a bit of sympathetic 
understanding from her- about his love of gainful writing. Well, 
she had called it visionary. It all left him feeling dreadfully un-
heroic. At twenty-four, fearful lest he should endlessly hang 
suspended on his recurring emotional turmoils, Jack London 
groped for some elusive miracle to save him from tumbling over 
the brink of the abyss. 
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For this, Frederick Bamford immediately loomed foremost in his 
mind . His old mentor had always most unselfishly helped him 
solving other seemingly impossible tasks. But he now felt a disturb-
ing sense of guilt. For one thing, he had disappointed his learned 
friend by suddenly leaving the University of California without so 
much as a courteous goodbye before departing for Alaska. It 
sensitively bit hard into his troubled consciousness . 
Instead, he decided to call first on Johnny Reinhold, his child-
hood friend . Reinhold still owned the First and Last Chance 
Saloon at the foot of Oakland's Broadway. As a boy, Jack London 
used to deliver local papers there, after school hours . Besides, at 
the moment, he sorely needed the usual anodyne. It was his pet 
term for strong drink. 
Johnny Reinhold greeted him pleasantly. They hadn't seen each 
other since the year before, when Oakland's barroom philosopher 
had lent him a palmful of currency from the till. He had returned 
home emptyhanded, the aspiring writer confessed. And he had no 
money for the loan. Nor even enough for the drinks. But he had 
brought a large batch of valuable tales which he felt sure he'd 
recreate into realistically-woven fiction . 
Patting his younger friend on the back, smiling, Reinhold 
reassured him that he already had forgotten about the small loan. 
And the drinks were on the house. All he expected now, in the 
near future , was an autographed copy of his very first book . 
Much sooner than he had expected, Johnny Reinhold received 
his autographed copy- on Jack London's wedding day to Bessie 
Maddern. She was a cousin of Minnie Maddern Fisk, the well-
known American Actress. And the date of their marriage: April 7, 
1900. On that day, Houghton Mifflin had obligingly published his 
first book, The Son of the Wolf, as a wedding gift. 
By the turn of the century, with the loving help of Bessie 
Maddern, the homey-type girl who lacked the delicate beauty 
Mabel Applegarth possessed, Jack London had successfully crossed 
his anxiously-feared literary-Rubicon . And by the end of 1900, his 
name as a young writer of redblooded fiction had become a house-
hold byword all across America . 
For January alone that year, his birthday month, his gripping 
stories had appeared in three major magazines. The tales he had 
brought from the Klondike goldfields- as he earnestly had 
reassured friends- had by now turned into real gold . The Atlantic 
Monthly, a literary giant in the East, was on the newsstands with 
"An Odyssey of the North." The Review of Reviews had carried his 
"Economics in the Klondike." And Youth's Companion contained 
"Pluck and Pertinacity." 
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Meanwhile, by the end of 1900, another eleven magazines that 
year had stepped up his average of published short stories and 
articles to three a month. A notable San Francisco publication-
the Overland Monthly, which Bret Harte had established nearly 
a half century earlier- had given him the greatest boosting a 
young writer could possibly dream of. It had used all the Klondike 
stories he had submitted. 
And Ninetta Eames, its widely known staff-writer, in a personal 
interview, had uncannily predicted that Jack London would 
eventually become America's foremost writer. Netta was the wife 
of Roscoe Eames, the business manager of Overland Monthly. And 
Charmian Kittredge, who years later became Jack London's 
second wife, was her niece. 
In the bold manner of Don Quixote, he had by now finally 
crossed the much-feared Rubicon. And, happily, he was riding 
high on the back of what had earlier seemed as a most elusive 
Pegasus . In sixteen most exciting years, working at his Glen Ellen 
home at top speed, more often ten hours a day and seven days a 
week, he had written forty-four books. They were realistic, hard-
hitting, compassionate . . . most unlike the 'honey-sweet' books of 
Horatio Alger, whom he had successfully surpassed as a creator of 
realistic fiction. 
Take, for example The Sea Wolf and The Iron Heel. The first 
contains a highly strong character, who cruelly dominates those 
who'd bow to him in weakness . And the second reflects the death 
of individual freedom, and uncanny forewarning of what a few 
years later unfortunately took place in Hitler's Nazi Germany. His 
compassionate books, which reflect his love and clear understand-
ing of wild animals and pets, are his White Fang and Michael, 
Brother of Jerry, as well as The Call of the Wild . 
Meanwhile, by 1907, he had built a streamlined yacht, with 
which he sailed with Charmian over the vast Pacific to Hawaii, 
Tahiti and beyond. And he had bought in Sonoma County's Glen 
Ellen a fourteen-hundred-acre ranch. By 1916, his royalties from 
his creative work and earnings from his ranch had climbed to some 
ninety thousand dollars a year. His books and short stories had 
spread his renown throughout the civilized world, including 
Czarist Russia. At home, he had won the love of his readers, (as 
well as the damnation of those who disagreed with some of his 
rebellious views) . And abroad, his books had been translated into 
German, French, Russian, Danish, Swedish, and more. 
An impossible dream? Hardly. He had realized his Quixotic 
brain-power. His ceaseless effort . His superb planning. His 
courageous 'never-die.' 
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But like mythical Achilles, who possessed a deadly jinx in his 
heel, Jack London had unfortunately built a self-destructive chink 
for himself: It was his habitual tippling. This side of him is fully 
revealed in his autobiographical book, John Barleycorn. 
Clearly and honestly told, John Barleycorn is the incredible story 
of Jack London's heartbreaking struggle to free himself from the 
stranglehold of what for twenty years had seemed as a controllable 
monster. And now, when the monster had seized him inescapably, 
he had put it all down in his book. 
Most eager to know what his dearest friend and fellow-tippler, 
California's poet George Sterling, of Carmel, thought of it, he lost 
no time mailing the manuscript to him from Glen Ellen. They had 
often exchanged manuscripts for criticism. And they had agreed to 
be brutally frank with each other's creative work. He had signed 
his accompanying note, 'Thine, Wolf.' 
They had long known each other in Piedmont and Oakland 
before George Sterling had moved to Carmel with his wife, Carrie. 
It was just before the earthquake of 1906 had struck a deadly blow 
to San Francisco. The two writers were highly talented and care-
free, as well as addicted to heavy drinking. Sterling called him 
'Wolf,' because his friend doted on being called by his childhood 
nickname. And London called him 'Greek,' because of his classical 
profile and poetic bearing. 
When Century published John Barleycorn, the world at long last 
learned what Jack London had gone through. As a heavy drinker 
for twenty years, he had held nothing back in the book. Even Pro-
hibitionists, who now had no love for its author, were wholly 
impressed with his uninhibited revelations. 
That year, meanwhile, both men were keenly interested in 
organizing the California Writers Club. Until now (1913) they had 
been members of the John Ruskin Club, which Frederick Bamford 
had established in Oakland as a literary-artistic outlet for scholarly 
souls. With the active support of James Marie Hopper, himself a 
writer of note, as well as other writers from the Bay Area, they 
finally obtained the necessary charter from Sacramento. 
All three men had been interested as well in being members of 
the Bohemian Club. San Francisco's highly esteemed organization 
held a great fascination for Jack London especially. Its members 
were among topflight professionals and capitalists in the U.S.A. 
Presently as a renowned author and wealthy capitalist himself, 
despite his earlier affinity for socialism, he most eagerly joined it. 
Both he and Sterling enjoyed particularly its annual retreat at the 
redwood-studded Bohemian Grove in Northern California . In 
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1916, the Bohemian Club commissioned London to write a play 
for its annual High Jinks show at the Grove. He did, expertly . 
Whenever they went to the Bohemian Grove together, both of 
them were also addicted to good-natured horseplay. One midnight, 
for example, London and Sterling suddenly startled certain very 
serious members out of their wit: 
Wrapped in flowing bedsheets, they romped in ghostly fashion 
from one private camp to another. A full moon meanwhile had 
cast its eerily shimmering shadows through the majestically rising 
redwoods. Cuss words began flying freely from the lips of dis-
tinguished members who were trying to sleep in relaxed privacy. 
This perennial youthfulness and genuine friendship between 
'Greek' and 'Wolf' continued happily until one very sad day when 
the inevitable 'Iceman' dealt Jack London a fatal blow. On 
November 22, 1916, he died suddenly at forty . His sudden death at 
once stirred ugly rumors that he had committed suicide. 
Charmian, deeply anguished, tearfully protested to the press. 
Her husband had NOT committed suicide, she insisted. And his 
two grownup daughters, Joan and Bess, who live with Bessie, their 
mother, at once released the letter they had received from their 
father the day before his death. In it he had invited them to go for 
a sail with him- just as they used to do together when they were 
children- on Lake Merritt, in Oakland. In the event the weather 
was not good, that day, he had suggested, they might attend a 
matinee of sorts. 
That week, he had made reservations on the transcontinental 
train to go to New York. The purpose: To ask his publishers for a 
big advance in royalties on his 'forthcoming' books. With it he had 
planned to build an ideal community within his Glen Ellen ranch 
for his ranchhands and their families. 
One of his three doctors, who had tried to revive him that day 
with medicines, told the Oakland Tribune that Jack London had 
died of uremic poisoning, apparently caused by excessive alcohol 
and a dosage of pills to counteract it. 
When Frederick Bamford and George Sterling learned of his 
sudden death, they were deeply affected. Bamford, hardly 
touching food for three days, shed tears like a child. And Sterling 
immediately sadly boarded the Del Monte Express from Monterey 
to attend the funeral services in Glen Ellen. 
At the funeral parlor, Sterling arose from his seat and solemnly 
stepped forward . He stopped just where Flora- her face visibly 
drawn and tear-drenched- was sitting. It was beside her "baby 
boy." For a grim moment, Sterling paused in breathless silence. 
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Then, like the ancient poets, he raised his long arms and spread 
them forward over the lifeless form of his dearest 'Wolf.' Then, 
without paper in hand, he delivered his stirring poetic-eulogy 
which he had finished that day aboard the Del Monte Express : 
Ohl was there ever face, of all the dead, 
In which, too late, the living could not read 
A mute appeal for all the love unsaid-
A mute reproach for careless word and deed? 
And now, dear friend of friends, we look on thine 
To whom we could not give a last farewell-
On whom, without whisper or sign 
The deep unfathomable Darkness fell. 
Oh, gone beyond us, who shall say how far? -
Gone swiftly to the dim eternity, 
Leaving us silence, or the words that are 
To sorrow as the foam is to the sea . 
Unfeeling heart, whose patience was so long! 
Unresting mind , so hungry for the truth! 
Now has thou rest, 0 gentle one and strong, 
Dead like a lordly lion in his youth! 
Charmian, while in deep emotional agony, struggled to carry on 
in his giant-sized shoes. And then she continued in pride and 
reflected glory . Meanwhile, she soon built an impressive memorial 
to her 'mad lover,' as she used to call him in their happier days. It 
was a sort of Taj Mahal in loving memory. She called it, The House 
of Happy Walls . 
Even the City of Oakland, which had once arrested and fined 
young Jack london for speaking in the street without a permit, 
soon proudly dedicated two memorials in his honor. In front of 
City Hall, it planted a young oak, which soon grew to majestic 
fullness . And along the Oakland Estuary, from where he had 
sailed in 1907 with Charmian on his Snark yacht, it officially 
named the attractive enclave: Jack London Square. As you enter 
it, his handsome bust in bronze conspicuously greets you. 
Also across the Bay, in San Francisco, two notable societies paid 
him homage one day. The Native Sons of the Golden West and the 
Native Daughters of the Golden West together ceremoniously 
nailed a plaque at Third and Brannan. It marked his birthdate 
and birthplace. He was born there January 12, 1876. Jack London 
- in his meteoric rise- was a most remarkable American. 
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The Impact of Economic Growth 
On Historical Communities, 
Buildings and Sites 
A THREE DAY CONFERENCE 
Stockton and Nevada City 
July 29-31, 1976 
This Conference had two interrelated and often con-
tradictory topics: historic/ cultural preservation and 
urban growth. How should a community go about 
deciding whether a shopping center should be author-
ized at the expense of historic buildings or recreational 
sites? To what extent do historic and cultural areas 
enhance the community spirit by providing a common 
focus for community pride and respect? The purpose of 
the Conference was to clarify the cultural vatues of 
historic and recreational communities, weigh the 
impact and costs of growth, and determine cultural and 
economic criteria for community planning. In order to 
foster the free and open exchange of ideas, the program 
format included lecture and slide presentations 
followed by audience participation in small group 
sessions. 
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WHAT PRICE PROGRESS 
INTRODUCTION BY R. H. LIMBAUGH, CoNFERENCE DIREcToR 
Last summer more than 50 environmentalists, government plan-
ners, historians, economists, journalists, architects, spokesmen from 
both public and private sectors, and interested citizens from 
throughout northern California gathered at the University of the 
Pacific for a three-day conference entitled "What Price Progress: the 
Impact of Economic Growth on Historical Communities, Buildings 
and Sites." Supported by a matching grant from the California 
Council for the Humanities in Public Policy and sponsored by the 
Pacific Center for Western Studies, the conference focused on two 
interrelated and often contradictory topics: historic preservation and 
urban growth. Due to a stipulation by the granting agency pro-
hibiting the advocacy of particular points of view, no specific 
recommendations were made, but conference members agreed that 
community health and welfare depend on a total analysis of 
community values and needs. Preservation in this "systems 
approach" means not only rescuing worthy old buildings from 
the wreckers' ball but identifying and protecting the vital elements 
that make up a healthy, viable and active community. 
Conference participants utilized a lecture-discussion format to 
study the impact of economic growth. Most of the papers pub-
lished here were presented the first day of the conference on the 
Stockton campus. 
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During a field trip the second day, conferees made on-site 
inspections of the Stockton Channel and of historic preservation 
accomplishments in Nevada City. At the Nevada City Theater they 
listened to a panel of local community leaders discuss the impact of 
the Nevada City Freeway and other environmental issues . The 
conference concluded on the Stockton campus the third day with a 
case study of the Stockton Channel, including an illustrated pro-
gram by Port Commissioner Frank Jaworski, who reminisced 
about his early days as a longshoreman. At a wrap-up conference 
members broke into small group sessions to discuss priorities for 
community planning. 
Of particular concern to conference participants were the 
"people-oriented" values that are part of the "living environment" 
in every community. People depend just as much on recreation as 
they do on jobs. Open space and natural landscapes are not just 
aesthetic frills but are essential to the mental and spiritual health 
of a community. Every urban setting must have variety and 
diversity in the living environment, not just miles of asphalt and 
concrete dotted here and there with golden arches and other 
franchise trademarks. In order to avoid the impersonalization and 
alienation that often accompanies unplanned growth, communities 
must also identify the common denominators that hold the 
community together, that give it special identity and a sense of 
uniqueness. In this context historic preservation plays a crucial role 
not only in protecting the cultural resources of the community but 
in providing a common focus for community pride and respect. As 
a professor of environmental studies at Middle Tennessee State 
University recently lamented, "American cities are becoming so 
banal that one is hardly distinguishable from another. We have 
New York at one end of the country and San Francisco at the 
other . Everything in between is just Cleveland." By preventing 
wholesale destruction of local landmarks, historic preservation 
reinforces the "sense of place" that distinguishes one community 
from its neighbor. 
Unfortunately not all members of a community can agree on 
what should be saved. As Professor Bruce LaBrack, a Callison 
College anthropologist, points out in the introductory essay which 
follows, historic preservation must be viewed from a global 
perspective, taking into consideration all the cultural forces that 
have molded the institutional and behavioral framework of the 
society. In polyglot societies like the United States, where melting 
pot ideals have been challenged by the pluralistic and ethnocentric 
realities of the modern era, historic preservation has sometimes 
fallen victim to politics. The late historian David Potter's model of 
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a "cultural lens" is very instructive: how one looks at a historic 
event or site depends upon one's cultural background. The recent 
example of the conflict between a militant group of Japanese-
Americans and the California State Landmarks Advisory Commit-
tee over the wording of a plaque to mark the site of Manzanar in 
Southern California demonstrates that one person's war relocation 
center may be another person's concentration camp. Trying to 
reconcile such differing interpretations may neither be possible nor 
advisable, but it is essential that cultural minorities have a voice in 
the preservation process. Historic preservation has no value if some 
members of society regard it simply as a device for preserving the 
monuments and ideals of the prevailing culture. 
In his article on "The Politics of Planning," Jerry Briscoe, 
Professor of Political Science at the College of the Pacific, assesses 
the role of historic preservation in local politics. Preservationists 
benefitted by the rising consumer consciousness and the counter-
culture movement of the 1960's, when vox populus made itself 
heard in city hall. Optimistically Briscoe believes historic preserva-
tion will play an ever larger role in the future as city and county 
planners come to grips with the consequences of urban growth. 
As chairperson of the Manteca City Planning Commission, 
Margaret Johnson has witnessed first hand the conflicting pressures 
and demands that accompany urban growth at the local level. Her 
brief assessment illustrates the complexity of the problem and the 
need for bold new approaches to community planning. 
In an article addressed essentially to the business community, 
Professor William Darling of the College of the Pacific Department 
of Business Administration argues that business growth and historic 
preservation are not incompatable; that material growth is not the 
sina qua non of business prosperity in America; that it is in the 
best interests of the business community to anticipate and to help 
define and shape social pressures for environmental quality; and 
that a truly progressive and "humane" society is one in which 
business plays a fundamental role. 
Preparatory to a tour of the Stockton Channel, Raymond W. 
Hillman, Curator of History at the Pioneer Museum and Haggin 
Galleries in Stockton, presented an illustrated lecture on Channel 
history which emphasized the significance of ship construction to 
Stockton's economic growth. The excerpt presented here is part of 
a larger manuscript, "Gold, Grain and the River" which he is pre-
paring for future publication. 
The remarks of Steve Stocking, a Delta College biologist , address 
the question of environmental quality along the Stockton Channel. 
Contradictory development proposals and inertia have combined 
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to reduce water and environmental quality in an area that could-
and should in his opinion- become one of the community's best 
attractions, not only for tourists but also for local residents. 
Distinguishing between progress and growth, Stocking asserts, like 
William Darling, that business progress and environmental quality 
are not incompatible, and that real progress which also improves 
the environment is a good business investment. 
Robert Knighton's probing essay on community growth and 
alienation concludes this anthology. Associate Professor of English 
in the College of the Pacific, Knighton assesses urban growth in 
human terms. In what might be termed an existential interpreta-
tion of the consequences of community change, he suggests that 
impersonal growth can contribute to alienation, automated 
behavior, moral relativism, loss of identity- indeed, a shredding of 
the moral and social fabric of the community. Historic preserva-
tion, he implies, can offer an antidote to dehumanization by 
identifying and protecting the cultural and human resources that 
hold the society together. 
Other papers were presented at the Conference but were un-
available for this anthology. The Director wishes to thank the 
California Council for the Humanities in Public Policy for making 
possible the publication of these essays. 
Two Chinese actresses of San Francisco. 
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Historic Preservation, 
Community, and Cultural Values 
BRUCE LA BRACK 
Historic preservation can be viewed as a metaphor. It involves 
two distinct kinds of activity, only one part of which is the actual 
work of salvaging or restoring buildings or sites. Since the 
economic, political and legal aspects often attract the most public 
attention and occupy a substantial amount of time, the deeper and 
more subtle meanings involved in historic preservation issues are 
often overlooked . This essay is an attempt to raise and clarify some 
of the more implicit assumptions underlying not only the activity 
of preservation, but the social context within which decisions are 
made about what is to be preserved and why. 
In order to see how these questions of value and aesthetics are 
culturally related, it will be useful to adopt the cross-cultural 
perspective of the anthropologist . In this way, what is peculiarly 
"American," or at least characteristic of a certain stratum of U.S. 
society, can be separated from the question of what constitutes 
"community," "history," and "culture" - three key concepts in 
understanding the social meaning of historic preservation . 
Many, if not most, historic sites are really local affairs . After 
subtracting the national monuments and other consciously 
promoted symb0ls of the American heritage, the remaining thou-
sands of structures and historic sites are normally the result of local 
interest and pressure, initiated and maintained by what is referred 
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to as "the community." Since community is a term with multiple 
referents, it will be useful to delineate the three most common 
usages. First, community can refer to an aggregate of people in 
spatial proximity. Basically this is a geographic view which can be 
compressed to mean a neighborhood or even a cluster of mud huts. 
Conversely it can be expanded to encompass the entire nation 
(American Community or Society) and beyond ("world com-
munity"). In its everyday context the word community usually 
means a village or part of a larger urban setting or neighborhood. 
It implies a minimum of consensus. The second use of community 
is as much mental as physical. It becomes a concept held by a 
group of people about where they live and their attitudes towards 
themselves and their locale- what is sometimes spoken of as a 
"sense of place," where one not only resides, but a territory one 
also identifies with psychologically. Such communities range from 
rural communes to urban ethnic enclaves . They can be artificially 
constituted groups or natural social networks. While primarily 
internal and cognitive, community in this situation still retains a 
physical base as part of its meaning. 
The third definition is a more diffuse and complicated view of 
community, for here a community is simply a collection of people 
who may be widely separated in space, yet they relate through a 
unifying element, such as the "business community," "academic 
community," "Mormon community," or "Latino community." 
The first two definitions are closely related. In a geographic 
sense it is possible to talk about South Stockton, Harlem or East 
Los Angeles, etc., as communities which, to some extent, coincide 
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with racial, ethnic, or linguistic minorities. Some communities 
would be identical such as the Amish, Hutterite, and Mennonite 
farming communities . The third view of community as a special-
interest group is somewhat more ephemeral, being based primarily 
on voluntary association. All three types of communities do 
become involved in the questions of historical preservation, but 
those actually living in an area with local roots, ties, and traditions 
are the most likely to take an interest. Therefore, it is at the local 
community levels that most of the decisions about and conflicts 
over historic preservation occur . 
To talk about growth of communities and the attendant value 
structures found within them presents immediate problems. 
America is generally characterized as a conglomeration of culturally 
and racially diverse communities each displaying some special 
social features but the whole is somehow America, undeniably 
different from any one country-of-origin or from the European 
cultural milieu. This view presupposes to some degree the Melting 
Pot theory of assimilation. In this theory the colorful customs of 
the past are supposed to be replaced with a more 'American' 
pattern and the symbols of the Statue of Liberty, Washington 
Monument, and other bicentennial motifs were (and are still 
supposed to become) the dominant symbolization of American life. 
These national physical structures, like less spectacular local 
examples, are presented as nearly archetypical images which are 
expected to be accepted, admired, and incorporated into the "new 
life" of America's immigrants . Yet, at the heart of this view of 
Melting Pot is a contradiction between the values of individual 
expression and the expected (even forced) process of cultural substi-
tution which is to transform Italians, East Indians, Chinese, 
Greeks, et al., into "Americans." Instead of a melting pot, it 
appears more like a crucible. Out of the acculturation/assimilation 
process has come not the desired uniform American, but the 
hyphenated American, the Italian-American, The Punjabi-Ameri-
can, the Asian-American. We are a nation that is pluralistic, multi-
linguistic, religiously varied, ethnically different, representing 
every racial group in the world and most important, with 
significant portions of their cultural beliefs customs, and attitudes 
intact. Whatever one sees as the desired state of being, America is 
culturally diverse . Of course, this leads to value conflict and some 
fundamentally different views of what constitutes the "American 
dream," the "American experience," and "American history ." 
The existence of diversity, however, has never been a guarantee 
that it ~ill be allowed to flourish undisturbed or that its com-
ponent parts will be allowed equal power, opportunity, or voice. A 
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brief survey of the history of community in its broadest sense 
makes it clear that with the agricultural revolution and urbaniza-
tion came the types of power relationships which led to the domina-
tion of one group over another. Some type of community is as old as 
man, probably going back some three million years, but the 
residential, food-producing society is a recent phenomenon of not 
much more than 10,000 years. The Indus, Yellow River, and 
Nilotic basins were the loca of early civilizations founded on the 
strength of agricultural surplus and exhibiting tendencies towards 
hierarchical, socially complex systems. Communities have ranged 
from dozens to many thousands living in such centers as Jericho, 
Sumer, Mohenjo-Daro, and Chang-an. Forms of government in 
these communities have ranged from informal tribal councils 
through chiefdomships, theocratic states, autocracies, monarchies, 
dictatorships, republics, empires, and simply despotic oppression. 
In the majority of larger empire states like Greece, Rome and the 
Inca, a militaristic elite held domination over vast ethnic 
components. 
However democratic and equalitarian the upper citizenry might 
appear to each other, tolerance levels for those outside the system 
were low to non-existent . Ethnocentrism and brutal repression 
were the rule rather than the exception. The importance of the 
physical centers of their power is hard to underestimate. Rome, the 
Athenian Parthenon, or Macchu Pichu in Peru were visible 
monuments to cultural glory and occupied a central focus in their 
societies. The buildings, temples, baths, and residences were not 
just functional or architectural creations, but in a real sense, were 
the apex of a culture's achievement. A Roman thought of himself 
as a "citizen of Rome" even though stationed thousands of miles 
away in the outposts of Roman civilization. Allegiance was given 
to the city as much as to the government functioning there. 
Barbarians were attracted to Rome, if only to conquer and humble 
what it represented. When the end came, and the streets of Rome 
began to crumble and the frescos gave way to grafitti, the 
momentum of the culture waned. For that matter, Rome fell into 
a period of decay for centuries . Only in the last hundred years 
have efforts been made to save or restore the old city, as much for 
tourism as national pride . 
In America several circumstances make the whole question of 
historic preservation complicated and somewhat unusual. When 
compared to the Asian or European scene the "American past" has 
pecularities both in the nature of its communities and the expres-
sion of cultural values. For example, American history and 
national experience lacks the time depth of mo10t countries. It is a 
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nation of newcomers, a polyglot collection of migrants from the 
tower of Babel, who are supposedly united functionally if not 
culturally by the American political and economic system. Even 
allowing the most extreme archeological date for occupation of the 
North American continent, man has been present for less that fifty 
thousand years . Until Hispanic and subsequent European explora-
tion in the late 15th and early 16th centuries, Native American 
cultures were overwhelmingly band- and tribal-level civiliza-
tions with strong senses of history and myth but possessing minimal 
technology. They were part of history and nature, their place in 
the universe well-explained and understood as part of their 
common experience. Their monuments and heritage were both 
evident around them, in their sacred grounds, and within them . 
They did not so much create their collective myth as live and 
perpetuate it . Much has been written about the uses of history and 
its various forms. With the European "discovery" of America, a 
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new, more consciously constructed history came to the country. In 
world perspective, the "history" of America is a youngster some 
460 years old. Compared to the Sicilian farmer who may live in an 
ancestral estate 700 years old, or the German family in a baronial 
castle built (or rebuilt) in the 12th century, the 'old' homestead in 
Kansas circa 1880 is a contemporary structure. 
The very perspective of 'historic' is very European, linked to the 
philosophic concepts of both progress and linear time. Given the 
cyclical, recurring concepts of some Asians, the rush to research, 
document, and preserve fragments of the recent past is an absurd 
pastime. In South Asia there is hardly a neighborhood which does 
not possess a temple, mosque, or shrine of great antiquity, many in 
advanced stages of disrepair. The superb erotic sculptures of 
Khujarao and Konarak were not only ignored but actively 
suppressed in recent history. To many Buddhists and Hindus, the 
frenetic activity devoted to saving American objects of "historic 
preservation" appears amusing, if not ridiculous . Since we are on 
the subject of perspective, it would be easy to discount outsiders' 
views as being of no consequence; however, when similar questions 
are raised by communities of Americans, the situation is more 
difficult and sensitive to deal with. 
The rise in the past twenty years of a new ethnic and revitalized 
sense of ethnicity, the grudging acceptance of the multi-cultural 
society, linguistic parity, and renewed interest in the roots of one's 
community, have all led to new types of communities. Until 
recently the historical perspective and the types of monuments 
which have preserved have been primarily the province of the 
dominant culture. Other sub-cultures, minority groups, or racial 
components have formed a part of the whole but were simply one 
ingredient, who, according to the majority, should be happy to be 
included. 
That this view should be challenged is understandable. For 
example the scattered tribal Native American groups which were 
often bitter enemies in prehistoric times began in the 1950's to 
develop a pan-Indian ethnic identity which has superseded on 
some levels the old tribal affiliations. As the total number of Native 
Americans grew from 200,000 to 800,000 in fifty years, a new kind 
of value began to be placed on the Indian side of American 
history. The New Indians, as Stan Steiner calls them, have called 
for a retrospective analysis of the Indian-White relationships. It is 
an interesting process which has seen efforts both to de-mythologize 
European stereotypes and combat white attitudes of racial 
superiority. Out of this struggle against blatant racism and dis-
crimination has come a new set of myths (or as they claim "realiza-
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tions") about the true nature of what Indian means, led by the 
claims of inherent spirituality of all Indians and the Indian as a 
"natural ecologist." Whatever the objective merits of the new 
stance, the significance of their views in terms of what historic 
monuments are worth preserving and their meaning is easily 
grasped by two incidents. The first occurred at Plymouth Rock in 
1973, when Indians protested the celebration of the Pilgrims' 
landing on the grounds that, to them, Plymouth Rock was the 
beachhead of a foreign invasion and not the symbol of a new life. 
They protested that the religious and social freedom which the 
Pilgrims gained in coming to America was acquired at the expense 
of the native inhabitants . In the Indian view, Thanksgiving is a 
particularly galling reminder that the courtesy and food extended 
to these European refugees allowed them to survive in new, harsh 
environment. They repaid the Indian, in his view, with disease, 
dispossession, and death. 
It is interesting that Malcolm X, a militant black muslim 
assassinated in 1965, chose the same site in a speech saying, "We 
didn't land on Plymouth Rock, my brothers and sisters- Plymouth 
Rock landed on us!" (The Autobiography of Malcolm X, 1964, 
p. 201). Clearly the American historical mythology is being 
challenged by many others, including Chinese, Hindu, Japanese, 
Puerto Ricans, Cubans, and Pilippinos. Ironically, this critical 
scrutiny of our history and its visible monuments is at the same 
time a product of our society and a result of its shortcomings. The 
fact that smaller and less powerful segments of the population can 
openly and actively question the fundamental propositions of the 
society, government, and its institutions is a tribute to the ideals of 
free speech . However, if the multiple pasts of America had not 
been deliberately "lost, strayed, or stolen," there would be no 
necessity for their rediscovery and reassessment. Our nation of over 
200 million is held together by mechanical solidarity rather than 
uniform cultural backgrounds or religious ideologies. Just as there 
would be no necessity to discuss our cultural background if we all 
came from a tribe or other homogeneous social group, the fact that 
there are so many Americans seems to make imperative an under-
standing of the contributions of all segments . Certainly the future 
of America depends in part on the degree to which all its citizens 
can be positively motivated to support its system. Americans, like 
all heterogenous, complex societies, are united through the 
economic and political systems. The symbols of the national 
republic are, therefore, important psychological tools for engender-
ing senses of belonging, sharing, pride and willingness to sacrifice. 
Local preservation projects have been to some extent, simply more 
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provincial, localized reflections of these ideals. The local historical 
societies and other such groups have been largely drawn from the 
upper and middle-class segments of American society and are often 
affiliated with or obtain support from nativistic organizations. 
They are overwhelmingly white, Christian, and from European 
extraction. Such organizations have tended, consciously or un-
consciously, to concern themselves with what are often viewed by 
minorities as symbols of power, representing levels of achievement 
denied to them . Victorian homes, robber-baron mansions, turn-of-
the-century public buildings, etc ., are hard for many immigrants to 
identify with because their fathers may have had to work for the 
owners, operators, or occupiers of such architecturally-interesting 
buildings. 
Two recent incidents will illustrate the kind of dual or parallel 
historical perspectives which can exist. In 1972 the University of 
Nebraska sponsored a workshop dealing with Sioux education . 
Half of the participants were Sioux from South Dakota and 
Nebraska. In planning the format of the workshop, I felt that 
while it was desirable to have the opening and closing sessions at 
the main campus in Lincoln, Nebraska, the major portion of 
the program should be in northwest Nebraska. That decision was 
based on two factors: first the bulk of the Sioux live in that area of 
the state and second, the historic Fort Robinson is centrally 
located and could provide group accomodations. Naively, I felt 
that because it had been the site of the Red Cloud Agency from 
1873 to 1877, was in the middle of what was once Dakota terri-
tory, and that many Indian leaders' names had been connected in 
some way with the Fort, the Sioux would find it interesting 
and informative. During the course of the time spent there, it 
became increasingly evident that the Fort may not have been such 
a good choice. While they were interested in the grounds and 
buildings, it was the 'other' side of its history which came to 
preoccupy the Sioux, such as the fact that the very establishment of 
the Park was based on the military defeat and submission of the 
Sioux warriors and the destruction of the Great Sioux Nation. The 
Sioux chief Crazy Horse had been imprisoned and bayoneted at 
Fort Robinson. A Ghost Dance shirt, still considered sacred to 
many Indians, was on display in the Fort's small museum . The sign 
posted at the dining hall reads, "Through These Portals Passed The 
World's Finest Horsemen." This sign which commemorated not 
the gallant equestrian hunters and warriors of the plains, but the 
United States Cavalry, was both amusing and insulting to the 
Sioux. It clearly celebrated the successful efforts of the Army to 
shoot or starve the Indians into submission. Inside the lodge were 
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signs on the restroom doors, "Cowboys" and "Cowgirls." Some 
Indians dryly asked where "Indians" were supposed to go! The 
final result was the unnecessary creation of negative feelings and 
some loss of rapport . A year after this workshop, a group of local 
Sioux led a takeover of the museum, demanding the removal from 
public display of certain items. While this incident was peacefully 
resolved, there is simmering resentment about the very existence of 
the Fort, one which is unlikely to disappear. The Sioux, of course, 
are Americans in the political sense of having the same legal rights 
as any citizen (although some are held "in trust" by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs). They have fought valiantly in the Armed Forces 
from the First World War through Vietnam. Many participate 
actively in veterans' organizations. This does not diminish their 
hostility to this particular historical site. Rationalizations of 
"common heritage" and "architectural merit" seem very inade-
quate when facing the question of "Why Fort Robinson?" from a 
twenty-year old Sioux Vietnam veteran whose grandfather was 
once tracked down and killed by the Cavalry. It is a matter of 
different perspectives, different history, and different values. 
The second illustration is the current debate over what to term 
the camps to which the Japanese were moved in the hysterical 
period following Pearl Harbor. The majority view is that they 
were "relocation camps," perhaps not the best accommodations, 
but far from the conditions brought to mind by the term 
"concentration camp," the choice of more militant Japanese 
organizations. The Manzanar location is currently the center of a 
great deal of acrimonious discussion. Again it is a question of 
perspective . 
These are only two of thousands of similar questions being raised 
by racial, ethnic, and even women's groups about what lies behind 
the overt aspects of historic preservation. It can be said that the 
preservation of architectural and/or archeological sites is a 
function of a selection process governed as much by values as by 
economics or aesthetics. 
As the society grows physically larger and uses more and more 
resources and space, there will be increasing pressure to save the 
dwindling number of places and buildings. From the perspective 
of preservationist organizations, it is the architecturally endangered 
specimen which receives first attention, often when it is nearly too 
late to save it. Putting aside the question of whether the physical 
past should be preserved at all and concentrating on the act of 
selection, the question of what is worth saving finally rests with 
interested individuals. SQch efforts depend on communities who 
will fight to save or protect certain concrete symbols which hold 
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great meaning for them, perhaps the business community who can 
restore a cannery or factory for both profit and preservation. It is 
largely a local concern. It is unlikely that more than a handful of 
people in Stockton would even know about or care if a Chicago 
building designed by Mies Van der Rohe was about to be razed, or 
if the birthplace of a Confederate general was about to be paved 
over in Atlanta. These examples are narrow, particular interests 
not shared widely. Nor do they need to be. The Stockton Channel 
is a local feature whose future development or preservation is 
certainly worth debate. Old Sacramento, Ghirardelli Square, and 
the Cannery are all surrounding examples to evaluate and 
emulate. A conference such as "What Price Progress" is an 
exciting event because those participating constitute a kind of 
interested community. It is an opportunity to hear different views 
and explore problems and solutions. Issues raised in this paper and 
the viewpoints evident at the conference provide a profile of our 
concerns and perceptions. A normally ignored function would be 
to recognize and incorporate the physical reminders of 'other 
Americans' ' experience. To do that requires the effort to find what 
is important to those groups who are not normally included in such 
selection processes. The Women's Movement is deeply involved in 
consciousness-raising about the role of women and familiarizing 
everyone to the major female figures in its past. One result has 
been that certain birthplaces, meeting sites, historic incidents are 
being commemorated, documented, and even restored . . . all 
because they have symbolic meaning to those in the Movement. 
It does not seem too much to ask of a nation founded on 
diversity to do a better job of celebrating it by recognizing the 
multiplicity of personalities and places deemed important by its 
communities. It is equally important to understand that not all 
symbols are going to be viewed in the same light and with the 
same emotion by all Americans. 
The larger implication is not simply a question of historical 
preservation, no matter how sensitive, or a matter of restoration; it 
is linked to an equally important question- how do we replace 
that which we cannot save with something equally worthy? Robert 
Ruark prefaced a novel about Africa with a Basuto proverb which 
seems eternally meaningful 
It a man does away with his traditional way of living and throws away his good 
customs, he had better first make certain that he has something of value to replace 
them. 
What we have dealt with here is not only what we will preserve of 
the past for the future but, more importantly, how we view the 
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present moment. It reveals how we evaluate what our community 
is and was, and what we want it to be. The questions of latent 
value attitudes were not raised here in a negative or antagonistic 
vein, but in the belief that all peoples operate (far more than they 
want to admit) on a kind of cultural automatic pilot, without 
examining their motives or even the basis of their understanding of 
a situation . To become more aware of the multiple world views 
which are a feature of American life should lead us to a concern 
for preserving all of the past of America . It would surely be a 
richer and more varied view of our history and accomplishments. 
It would also temper the myth with a little reality. 
In some meeting held one hundred years from now in the 
nation's Tri-Centennial, there will hopefully be similar discussions 
about what to preserve of what is now our future. It is our task to 
assure that our generations, for all their conflicts, will produce the 
kind of art and architecture that is worthy of preservation . More 
importantly, we must see that these physical remnants be 
preserved in a social atmosphere which allows all members of our 
national community not only to admire them but to claim them as 
their own. To leave behind this kind of legacy, it will be necessary 
to create new, as well as preserve old, things of value. 
Young Chinese Opium Smoker. 
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Conflicts between current uses and historic preservation are 
illustrated well in the controversy now taking place in Stockton. 
Local Civic leader, Stuart Gibbons, has been trying to save the old 
ElDorado School, a landmark in Stockton, California history. 
The Politics of Planning: 
In California Community 
Conservationism is Stirring 
JERRY B. BRISCOE 
California is a rich mixture of newcomers drawn from 
everywhere, and is a state in which there is intense disagreement 
about what government should do in the economy. It is natural that 
California should be an arena in which intense struggles are taking 
place concerning planning, conservation, beautification, and 
historic preservation. 
California's history is replete with stories of attacks upon the 
environment, from fur trapping to gold mining to oil drilling. It 
seems almost as if its basic ethos has been the spirit of the entrepre-
neur. In few places in the world have the rewards for enterprise 
been so great, and this has attracted to California a population 
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whose outlook has often overlooked the long range good for the 
short range profit. Mter all, some assert, "the business of America is 
business," and it appears that in normal times, businesses-minded 
city councilmen and legislators have dominated our political 
processes. The unquestioned emphasis upon growth and expansion 
at any cost, however, is coming to an end. Although the beginnings 
of the new outlook seem feeble, it is showing increasing strength and 
is securing support from state and federal law. 
This article will outline some of the forces in the field, will 
describe the community conservation movement, and will indicate 
a few of the instances in which it has shown strength in California. 
The community conservation school of thought emphasizes environ-
mental issues within the city, and is allied with the general 
movements for conservation which include the wildlife preserva-
tionists. Community conservationists' concerns include the desire to 
retain landmark buildings, preserve open spaces, cultivate parks, 
prevent air and water pollution, and, in short, to stress the "quality 
of life," in Calfornia. 1 
Naturally with the pattern of promoting business, the over-
whelmingly majority of the actions by officials are compromises 
with the desires of specific businessmen for decisions which will 
assist them, but the community conservationist movement is being 
supported at the national level by lobbying groups of planners, 
housing directors, architects, and intellectuals, who seek allies 
among Representatives and Senators, and who often seek allies 
among the staffs of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the National Park Service to name but a few agencies. At 
the state level, especially in the field of historic preservation, the 
Department of Parks and Recreation of California has done vital 
work in preparing plans for preservation of historically and 
archaeologically important sites. 
No one publicly supports ugliness. Yet at the national, state, and 
local, level, the ideology of business organizations often causes them 
to defeat controls which would deprive their constituent business-
men of time, freedom, or money. Former Governor Ronald Reagan, 
still a strong force on the national level, represented the business 
point of view in California strongly and effectively. His popularity 
in California indicates that under normal circumstances the public 
is not in favor of fettering business. 
To demonstrate the usual outcome of struggles between the 
"public good," and much more tangible and specific private 
. profit, one should examine the ways in which California cities 
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usually enforce their General Plans. The planning and zoning 
practices and institutions of California city government, like those 
of other middle-class business-oriented countries, are responsive to 
pressure by citizen groups. Up to this point, the most successful 
pressures, however, have been applied by businessmen and devel-
opers seeking the "highest and best use" of their land . 
There is a four-stage process in California which is followed with 
variations by almost every city, for the passage of a use permit. The 
first stage is the discussion with the city planning officer and his 
explanations to the developer of the requirements of the city's law. 
The developer must present plans, must be willing to dedicate land 
for streets, and even in some cases build the streets and pay for the 
sewerage if he wishes to add the property to the city. The next stage 
takes place before the city planning commission, an appointive body, 
which technically oversees the planning staff and which can overrule 
the staff if it feels that some variance to the city plan should be 
granted. The developer never stops with the city planning com-
mission if he receives a negative response. Under the usual pro-
cedure he has the right to appeal the planning commission's 
adverse decision to the city council and he and his attorneys 
turn to the third stage, which is an appearance before the legally 
elected officials for a public hearing. If there is a protest from 
neighbors about development plans it is heard not only at the second 
stage, but also at the third. While it is true that the city council is 
not expert concerning zoning matters, the council uses the planning 
director's advice, the advice of the city manager, and the advice of 
the city attorney to render due consideration to the builder's 
request. If, as is very frequently the case, the businessmen on the 
city council feel some sympathy for the businessman who is applying 
for a variance in the city plan, they may grant such a variance and 
the city lives through the process. If the city stands firm with a 
negative response to the builder's request, then he and his attorney 
have a last resort to the courts and they may file a suit to obtain a 
judgment overruling the city on its interpretation of the law. 
The zoning process provides dramatic instances in which neigh-
bors are pitted against neighbors and in which the unfortunate local 
politician must act as if he were Solomon . In his actual behavior 
the city councilman does not resemble Solomon very much, and our 
cities do not resemble Jerusalem very much. Essentially, all that 
zoning was established to do, and about all it can do is to act as a 
negative check and to preserve homogenous residential neighbor-
hoods if that is what the city has agreed upon in its master plan and 
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if that is what the city council will insist upon in granting variances 
from the zoning map . We can be somewhat proud that in cities with 
tight zoning policies, slaughter houses are not built next to single 
family dwellings, but if we look at the main streets of almost every 
city in the United States, and especially in California, there is little 
difference to the eye between a tightly zoned city and a loosely 
zoned one, because in one way or another, by persistence, by expert 
legal help, by pressure, by political favoritism, businessmen 
generally get what they want with regard to locations on the 
strategic arteries of the city. Ilya Ehrenberg, an apologist for the 
Stalin regime in the Soviet Union, visited the United States in the 
late forties and struck back at those who denounced the Soviet 
Union for its "drab sameness." He pointed out the variety between 
Russian villages and cities and contrasted this ironically with the 
sameness of the Coca Cola signs and the drug stores and bank fronts 
of one American city after another . Russell Baker of the New York 
Times wrote in a similar vein: 
There is only one shopping center in existence ... 
It moves around the continent at the speed of light. You find it at Wheaten, Md., 
and then- get on an airplane and fly like a bullet to escape the horror of it- there it 
is waiting for you at Irving, Tex., or Falmouth, Mass. 
Or maybe it isn't moving around the country at all. Maybe it truly is everywhere. 
Maybe America really is a shopping center . . . . Asphalt, stolidly menacing shelves of 
homogeneity marching off to a cement horizon; hot dogs and self-service, mass 
produced people and neon, a market with no smells. 
In terms of afterthought, the oil companies in seeking select 
corners for their ever-larger gasoline stations were impressive. These 
adroit manipulators were cognizant of every off ramp from the free-
ways before the concrete was poured. They bought options on vast 
amounts of property and retained expert legal talent to see that the 
property was rezoned in line with their wishes. If they wanted a 
corner they bought it, sometimes to prevent its use by a competitor. 
They frequently were able to turn a profit on it. If they did not, as 
after 1973, they remorsefully closed the operation and left the 
corner bare, perhaps as another tax write-off. 
The overall guardianship of the master plan usually had no 
constituency. The integrity of the city as a whole was not the 
concern of very many of its citizens. While there was a great deal of 
citizen interest when parcels close to their homes were being 
considered, the general interest of the public simply did not extend 
to the beautification of the entire city. 
Now, however, one can look back at several developments on the 
national level and see that not only nationally but in the State of 
22 
California, there were encouragements for citizen groups to get 
organized and to begin to be concerned about the loss of historic 
buildings, the loss of amenities, and the commercialization of the city. 
In 1935, the National Historic Sites Act was passed, giving status to 
the designation of historic monuments . 3 In 1947, the National 
Council for Historic Sites and Buildings, made up of curators, 
members of agency staffs at the Federal level, and of public-spirited 
citizens, was formed, leading to the chartering of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation in 1949. This private organization has such 
official backing that it is a powerful force in encouraging the 
preservation of historic sites. The National Trust extablished a field 
services staff, which grew from two to nineteen persons, and which 
meets with citizens in local communities to encourage them to study 
local historical resources and to act to protect worthy landmarks . 4 
In 1966, the National Historic Preservation Act was passed to 
improve upon the earlier law. 5 Limited federal grants were made 
available for local preservationists who needed to help to preserve 
outstanding architectural pieces. Additional legislation has 
followed . 
California had an extensive background in historic preservation, 
even before the federal program . In 1931, four years before 
Federal programs were first authorized, California began a 
program for marking historic sites . 6 A California Historical Land-
marks Advisory Committee was set up to help designate sites. This 
committee has continued, with new duties, since the Federal 
Programs have enabled the State to review grant requests for 
particular projects. It is now called the State Historical Resources 
Commission. 7 In addition, the State of California has extended 
protection to archeological, paleontological, and historical re-
sources which might be destroyed on land owned by the state 
through construction projects . The State Parks and Recreation 
Department is given the right to review plans before actual work, 
and may survey areas, looking for ruins and artifacts. 8 
Since 1953, the Conference of California Historical Societies has 
assisted the separate local historical groups to speak with one voice 
in the state . 9 Parallel unifications of other types of conservationist 
groups have led to considerable statewide pressure in favor of 
growth control, the preservation of coastline, and preservation of 
state parks. In 1972, a vigorous coalition pushed through the first 
coastal planning law by the state. 10 In 1969 the Open Space 
Easement Act was passed, and in 1976, it was improved "in 
response to widespread popular concern for the preservation of 
scenic areas." 11 
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Locally, as well, California counties and cities have taken an 
interest in historical preservation and in growth control. To list the 
activities in historic preservation first, Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco Counties both have official Historical Commissions. Inyo and 
Marin Counties have ordinances to protect Indians middens on 
both public and private lands. Historic Design Control Districts 
have been established in such counties as Santa Barbara and San 
Diego. Santa Barbara, San Diego, Yreka, and Vallejo have laws to 
protect historic sites . 12 Some local areas such as Yreka have formed 
special corporations in order to buy and retain historic 
properties. 13 
There has been a period of "freeway revolt," and "urban 
renewal revolt" in which citizens have determined that they will 
fight the impersonal forces of government which have threatened 
their homes . Up to 1966, according to George Lefcoe, government 
agencies could destroy thousands of homes without protest . This is 
no longer possible. In fact, he notes that the South of Market 
resistance to the Yerba Buena project in San Francisco has been 
successful in forcing government to come to terms with the 
residents. "Today, any group willing to persist can assert a legiti-
mate claim to a place in the city." 14 
Petaluma has succeeded in limiting growth to an annual quota 
of 500 units for tract building. In both San Jose and in Livermore, 
ordinances were proposed in the city council to limit the speed of 
new subdevelopment in the city. They were rejected by the city 
councils, but were then picked up as initiatives, and were passed 
over the opposition of the majority of the city councils. San Jose, 
which had an average of 9,000 new units built each year after 
1970, was unable to meet its city expenses through yearly income. 
The enthusiasm for growth had been shared by the San Jose 
Mercury, the City Manager, and the Council throughout the 
sixties. Population of the city had risen from 95,200 in 1950 to 
446,504 in 1970. Schools were unable to catch up with the growth. 
It was not surprising, therefore, when the voters passed the growth 
control legislation. 15 In Livermore, as well, a growth control 
ordinance has passed. 16 
The political groups which endorsed the non-growth ordinances 
in San Jose and Livermore included officers of the League of 
Women Voters, members of the Sierra Club, and homeowners' 
associations. Some persons also supported the initiative after 
feeling disappointed in the schools of San Jose. Even some 
members of the city council of San Jose supported the initiative, 
and members of the school boards of the city supported it. Opposi-
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tion came from developers, labor organizations, the majority in the 
city council, and minority group organizations who felt that the 
initiative would foreclose minority movement into the better 
residential areas . 17 
Throughout the state, other groups are studying growth as a 
problem of cost for the community which allows it . In April, 1970, 
residentialists won a clear majority on the Palo Alto Council. 18 In 
Palo Alto, heated controversy has been raised by proposals to 
develop the green hills around the city. 19 In Mendocino, the 
headlands around the community are being placed in the public 
domain as open space. 20 
Naturally, the same forces who support growth control in one 
city, at one time are not necessarily the groups who support 
historic preservation in another city at another time, but one can 
expect that upper class and upper middle class cities will probably 
have more community conservationists than lower-class cities. 
Usually the groups opposing conservation will use the arguments 
of 19th century liberalism to support "practical," and "economic" 
measures which bring about growth or "progress." Senator Berry-
hill sponsored legislation in 1976 to prevent the State Historical 
Resources Commission from placing property on the State Histori-
cal Registry "unless it has the prior consent of the property owner." 
While Berryhill's bill passed the Senate, it was stopped in the 
Assembly. It will be reintroduced for the 1977 session . 21 
While the prevailing forces have allowed California to be one of 
the most commercial and commercially dominated states in the 
United States, there are new voices being heard on the side of 
preservation and retention of the best of the past. The struggle is 
far from over, and will continue long after our present generation, 
but it is appearing in many city councils. In a study of recall 
elections in California, hostility about zoning practices did actually 
give rise to several city-wide efforts to remove councilmen in 
Fountain Valley, San Bernardino, and Stockton. 22 Overdevelop-
ment was the charge aimed at three members of Corte Madera's 
town Council when they were removed . In Hermosa Beach and 
Rosemead, bad planning and execution of redevelopment pro-
grams were the basis of recall electi<:ms. 23 
With the successful organization of movements for consumerism, 
for equal rights for minority groups, for equal rights for women, 
for equal rights for homosexuals, and for preservation of nature, 
and with movements to limit nuclear contamination of the 
environment, the outlook for those who wish to organize for historic 
preservation and for community conservation is definitely 
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improving. This article has been an effort to show a few of the 
developments which have encouraged this movement, and to 
indicate the possibilities at the local level. Despite the fact that 
mere ossification of cities is not enough, and despite the fact that 
many of the priceless historic views of California have already 
been destroyed, there is hope that strong citizen groups will 
organize to work ahead of the bulldozers to preserve our heritage. 
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Manteca in the 1920's. 
Growth and Change in Manteca 
MARGARET JOHNSON 
Manteca with a population approaching 20,000, is the third 
largest city in San Joaquin County. The city lacks a sense of com-
munity, a condition encouraged by a transient population, rapid 
growth, and lack of any unifying factors. Many live and leave 
Manteca without ever acquiring any identity with the city. 
A problem common to many cities is the uninvolvement of its 
citizens in not only the governmental process but in community 
functions. Cities seek to remedy this by several means, one being to 
encourage a sense of community by preserving its history. 
Manteca, however, is not a city with any special historical 
significance. Its early buildings were for the most part without 
particular worth. Furthermore none which may have value in the 
future are old enough to have acquired historical merit. The 
Planning Commission has established a citizens committee to 
recommend awards for architectural and possible historical merit. 
Bisected by major railroad tracks and its central business district 
located on a busy state highway, a major problem facing Manteca 
is the need to divert traffic and provide an underpass for the train 
tracks . Even if the oft-promised but never completed State High-
way 120 by-pass were constructed, it is estimated that traffic 
within the city will have exceeded that of today within seven 
years. To compound this, the railroad company states that by 1985 
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Ripon [above] and Manteca [below] have felt the growth and 
changes in San ] oaquin County. 
additional railroad tracks will be constructed to handle increased 
train traffic, already a major hazard and inconvenience to the 
citizenry. Obviously such traffic does not encourage people to shop 
downtown. 
What is the answer? It is easy to say there should have been such 
and such done way back when . Not so easy is to present a 
complete and acceptable solution today. 
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Sperry Mill along the Stockton Channel, later, Blake, Moffitt and 
Towne. Building torn down in 1976. 
The Business of 
Growth and Change 
William G. Darling 
The relationships among private business enterprises organized 
for profit, economic growth, and sociotechnical changes are com-
plex and dynamic. While the United States has long been 
characterized as a "business society," the operational meaning of 
that term has not been static. In addressing my topic, "The 
Business of Growth and Change," I would like to emphasize the 
following points: 
1. The freedom of private enterprise is contingent upon performance. 
2. Economic growth and welfare can be measured in many ways. 
3. A vigorous private sector is not incompatible with the goals of a humane society. 
4 . Suboptimization and iatrogenic outcomes are not limited to the private sector. 
5. Change is manageable when appropriate planning techniques are utilized. 
The Constitution of the United States mandates no particular 
form of economic organization. While it has become common to 
observe that the year 1776 marks both the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the appearance of Adam Smith's, Wealth of Nations, the 
economic policies of the Federalists and their successors to about 
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1840 were more akin to the mercantilist doctrines than to those of 
laissez-faire. Alexander Hamilton's Report on Manufactures (1791) 
remains a classic statement of the "infant industry" argument for the 
protective tariff. Tariffs, discrimination in favor of U.S. shipping, 
and the federally chartered Bank of the United States are examples 
of central government's involvement in fostering specific types of 
economic activity. State and local governments were active in canal 
and road building, and even corporate charters tended to be grants 
of monopoly until the 1830's. The first fifty years of American 
independence, therefore, were ones of active governmental pro-
motion of business activity-a mixed economy, rather than a laissez-
faire economy. 
The sixty years from 1840 to 1900 more closely resembled an 
implementation of the ideas of Adam Smith that any other period in 
our history: Some promotional activities by governmental units 
were continued, but with few exceptions the growth of business 
enterprise was generated through the private sector itself. 
Government established the rules of the game, but played a minor 
role in its conduct. Not until the closing decade of the nineteenth 
century was the performance of private enterprise seriously 
questioned, and the role of government as promoter and umpire 
challenged. The contingent nature of private enterprise's freedom 
became more explicit with the passage of the Sherman Act and with 
the establishing of regulatory agencies such as the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, but the nineteenth century closed with the 
private sector essentially free to pursue its goals without 
interference. 
The re-emergence of a mixed economy was gradual in the 
twentieth century. In general, except for the 1930's, the appraisal 
of business enterprise has been concerned more with the 
denominator of the benefit/cost ratio than with the numerator. 
That is, the desirability of a vigorous, privately owned and 
directed enterprise system has been rarely at issue, but the cost side 
of the ratio has been increasingly so. Antitrust prosecutions, 
expansion of regulatory agencies' number and scope, and the pass-
ing of legislation such as social security have been attempts to 
improve the performance of the economic system and to distribute 
its benefits more equitably, not attempts to change the system. 
Similarly, active governmental activity at the macro-level has been 
promotional of, rather than competitive with, the enterprise 
system. The use of fiscal and monetary policy has been to promote 
full employment, price stability, sustainable economic growth, and 
balance on international accounts; but not to direct the flow of 
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economic activity toward specific targets within the economy 
itself. The mixed economy of the present day resembles its 
Federalist ancestry more than . it does contemporary models 
elsewhere. 
The ability of the private sector to retain its freedom to pursue 
its objectives with so little governmental restraint has been a con-
sequence of the recognition by many business leaders of the 
contingent nature of their freedom. The Committee for Economic 
Development was influential in passing the Employment Act of 
1946, the Marshall Plan, aid to underdeveloped countries, and the 
reduction of barriers to international trade. It has been a forum for 
the discussion of the social responsibility of business and a pro-
ponent of the adoption of goals broader than short-run profit 
maximization. Any casual survey of the business press today will 
indicate the extent to which business leaders recognize the contin-
gent nature of their freedom to pursue profit; the increasing 
criticism of business practices and the growing emphasis upon the 
quality of life have put business on the defensive for the time being. 
However, as Louis B. Lundborg, former Board Chairman of Bank 
of America, has stated (Saturday Review, July 10, 1976, p. 42): 
The fact is we are all tremendously dependent upon one another. Business, Gov-
ernment, the consumer, the media, academe- we are all interdependent. It is time 
to stop throwing rocks at one another. 
Business leaders, today as in the past, will respond to changes in 
the legal and social environment; not to do so would result in the 
destruction of the private sector itself. 
The conventional definition of economic growth is a per capita 
increase in real income. We in the United States have tended to 
assume that such growth is synonymous with welfare, emphasizing 
money values, success and individual achievement, efficiency, and 
material comfort. Historically, the American enterprise system has 
fulfilled its task well, given the aforementioned perspective. Yet, 
criticisms about the quality of life and predictions of slower 
economic growth in the future have raised many questions about 
how best to organize the economy to achieve new social goals 
which do not seem attainable within our traditional approach. 
However, the slowing of economic growth is not incompatible 
with improvements in the quality of life, including the 
preservation of those historic sites which contribute to the quality 
of life . The conventional definition of growth makes little distinc-
tion between electric toothbrushes, digital wristwatches and 
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electronic computers. The "throw-away" approach to marketing of 
the 1950's and 1960's is hardly sustainable in a future of scarcer, 
more costly non-renewable resources. A slowing of the traditional 
growth rate can be viewed as an opportunity to conserve and pre-
serve, to redefine growth, to build community and more humane 
organization structures. Such a redefinition of growth would 
incorporate preservationist goals so vital to the quality of life, and 
would not be incompatible with the freedom of private 
enterprisers to make their own decisions, especially given their 
recognition of the contingent nature of their freedom. 
A market system emphasizes economic efficiency through the 
search for profit. Traditional accounting methods focus upon 
historical money costs, and omit many other costs. Economic 
accounting methods exphasize opportunity cost, a broader concept 
than historical cost. Human asset accounting is in its infancy, yet the 
largest asset of a business is its employees. Both of the latter methods 
tend to complicate business decision making, and have met with 
resistance because of the subjective nature of many of the factors to 
be weighed . Nevertheless, the movement toward "internalizing the 
externalities" will continue to gather strength as criticisms about 
the quality of life grow. Since World War II business has learned 
to function effectively in a mixed economy, and as a consequence 
of the social responsibility debate has learned to incorporate non-
traditional goals into decision making. Increasingly, too, internal 
resource utilization has been modified by changes in the external 
environment of business . Manning tables, manager and non-mana-
ger development programs, job enrichment programs, etc. are a 
recognition of the higher level needs of employees-the internal 
counterpart to the society's quality of life demands. If past perfor-
mance is any guide, the compatibility between a vigorous private 
sector and the achievement of the goals of a humane society should 
be evaluated positively. The business sector has demonstrated its 
ability to be responsive to demands for an improved quality of life 
in many ways already, and should continue to do so. 
Not only is the prognosis for future compatibility between a free 
private sector and a humane society positive when based upon past 
performance, it is the judgement of this writer that such a relation-
ship is a desirable one. Traditional profit maximization, while 
responsible for sustained economic growth and high levels of 
living, has tended to emphasize short-run goals and to neglect 
social costs. Destruction of environment and pollution have been 
the consequence. However, the failure to adopt a systems view of 
economic activity has not been the preserve of private enterprise 
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alone. As one example, consider the Federal Housing Administra-
tion, created in 1934 to stabilize the mortgage market and promote 
home improvement and ownership. Successful in terms of its 
original goals, an iatrogenic outcome has been "white flight" to 
the suburbs, exacerbating racial problems. Similarly, current 
methods of real property taxation encourage urban sprawl, and 
freeway construction has contributed to the destruction of some 
communities by making a "Chinese Wall" between its parts. These 
examples of iatrogenic outcomes of government programs could be 
proliferated many times over; suffice it to say that the private 
sector has no monopoly in this area. The development of methods 
to "internalize the externalities" will cause both business and 
government to view economic activity from a systems perspective, 
and will serve to reduce the unintended side-effects of economic 
growth and activity. 
Much of the current management theory and practice rests upon 
inappropriate assumptions about environmental states. Douglas C. 
Basil and Curtis W. Cook in their book, The Management of 
Change, identified four such states: (1) stable, (2) transitional, (3) 
unstable, and (4) turbulent. This environmental typology was 
derived from an analysis of the rate and the magnitude of tech-
nological, social-behavioral, and structural-institutional changes of 
impinging upon an individual, a firm, or a nation. A stable 
environmental state was defined as one subjected to a slow rate of 
change and a low magnitude of change. A turbulent environ-
mental state was one subjected to a rapid rate of change and a 
high magnitude of change. The two intermediate states were low/ 
slow in one dimension, high/rapid on the other. Each of the four 
environmental states had associated with it an organizational 
structure appropriate to meeting the particular components of 
change. 
At present, most of our formal organizations, business and gov-
ernment, are appropriate to the conditions of the stable environ-
mental state- low magnitude, slow rate of social, institutional and 
technological change. However the stable state seems increasingly 
less representative of our environment. Formal organizations 
appropriate to a stable state can react to low-order environmental 
changes, but as changes in the external environment become less 
predictable, more rapid, and of greater magnitude the strategy of 
reaction produces a crisis-change model. The organization's 
managers are kept busy putting out fires, but are not able to exert 
influence over the shape of their future. What is needed is a 
change-responsive model based upon proactive strategies which 
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enable managers to anticipate change and influence it . New 
organizational structures, such as project management, matrix, 
and modular forms, must be adopted as the environment of the 
organization changes from the stable state . Environmental 
scanning techniques, crude at present, are an attempt to predict 
through vector analysis the organizational changes necessary for 
survival in an increasingly turbulent age. Organizational planning 
must move from the reactive and the adaptive toward the 
proactive mode, and proactive planning is a synonym for manage-
ment of change. 
Note again that the sources of change are environmental- they 
affect the organization, but are not under its control. To survive, 
the organization must scan and plan, adopting new structures as 
the environment changes from stable toward turbulent. The newer 
types of organizational structures, organic rather than mechanistic 
rely upon participant motivation, rather than upon authority-
based compliance to achieve their goals. To tap motivation, the 
higher level needs of individuals must be appealed to in a man-
ner congruent with organizational goals. Traditional, mechan-
istic organizations can meet lower-level participant needs, and to a 
great extent have in our society, but the characteristics of mech-
anistic organizations (functional standardization, authority-based 
leadership, formalized communication heirarchy, etc.) are such 
that social, ego, and self-actualization needs are unlikely to be met 
for most of the participants. The success of mechanistic organiza-
tions in meeting their objectives of efficiency and profit maximation 
has contributed to the achievement of levels of living which have 
met the lower-level needs of most of our citizens, but this very 
success has enabled the higher-level needs to emerge. Satisfied 
needs are not motivators; unsatisfied needs are. Even without the 
increased rate and magnitude of changes in the external 
environment, the modal form of organization would have to shift 
away from the mechanistic to meet internal pressures for a more 
fulfilling work environment. At the same time, however, formal 
organizations must respond to the society's demands for improve-
ments in the quality of life. Both sets of pressures, employee and 
societal, are toward the creation of a more humane society. 
To survive, private business organizations must attempt to 
manage change. To manage change, private business organizations 
must contribute to the development of a society which is responsive 
to demands for a higher quality of life, a more humane environ-
ment. Business leaders have recognized the contingent nature of 
their freedom for many years . Changes in our definitions of 
growth and welfare will require internalizing many of the 
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Shipping combined harvesters down the Channel. 
externalities, and will make business decision-making more 
complex. However, past experience should cause us to question the 
wisdom of looking to government as the prime source of activity 
contributing to a more humane society. Government and business 
both have furnished us with examples of suboptimization and 
iatrogenic solutions to problems. A vigorous private sector is not 
incompatible with the goals of a more humane society; it is 
an important component of it and a vital means to attain it. To the 
extent that historical preservation is necessary to the development 
of a more humane environment it is compatible with economic 
growth and free, private business organizations. 
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Four U.S: Army refrigerated freighters under construction at 
Hickenbotham Bros. Yard january 1945. This yard is still in 
operation as Guntert and Zimmerman, Inc . Courtesy Pcws Collection. 
Shipbuilding 
On The Stockton Channel 
RAYMOND w. HILLMAN 
Shipbuilding activity in Stockton is usually a surprise to visitors 
and newcomers to the area. Even though this city is far from San 
Francisco Bay, the navigability of the San Joaquin Delta has long 
encouraged river commerce and ship building. The sloop, Mary 
Mason, was the first ship built in Stockton. When she slid down 
the ways in 1850, an industry was also launched that remains a 
part of the local economy to this day. 
In the 19th Century there were several shipyards in Stockton. 
The distinctive career of Stephen Davis is particularly noteworthy. 
Twenty-six river steamers were built at the Davis Yards on Lindsay 
Point, now the location of the Stockton City Hall. Among these 
steamers were the T. C. Walker (1868), City of Stockton (1876), 
Centennial (1876) and the Leader (1884). Some world wide sig-
nificance came to Stockton shipbuilding in the 1870's when the 
Davis Yards received orders to build four steamers to be sent to the 
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Amoor River in Siberia. Tugboats, barges, sailing schooners and 
other craft were also launched at the Davis Yards. 
Steamboat companies also built riverboats in Stockton. The most 
famous of these and of all the riverboats launched here are the 
Delta King and Delta Queen, constructed between 1924-1927. 
These two steamers were the last passenger carrying, stern wheel 
river boats built in the United States until the launching of the 
Natchez and Mississippi Queen in the mid-1970's for service on the 
Mississippi River. The King and Queen were built by the 
California Transportation Company in yards at the foot of Harri-
son Street on the north bank of the Stockton Channel. The steel 
hulls were prefabricated in Scotland; Scottish craftsmen as well as 
local carpenters worked on the superstructures. While most of the 
machinery was manufactured in Scotland and Germany, some was 
the product of Stockton Iron Works nearby. The two steamers, 
costing $800,000 apiece drew a great deal of attention when they 
were dedicated in 1927. Many innovations were incorporated in 
the construction and no expense was spared on interior decoration. 
They were truly the most palatial craft on any of the world's rivers 
or lakes . 
When these steamers were completed, they were a dream come 
true to Captain A. H. Anderson of the California Transportation 
Company. He felt certain that if two new steamboats could be 
constructed with every luxury to attract passengers to the river 
once again, the company could enjoy much of the business it had 
before the coming of the automobile and good roads. Captain 
Anderson's plan to bring prosperity to passenger service on the 
California rivers failed; the two boats never paid for themselves. 
There were several factors that prevented realization of this plan, 
mainly motor vehicles, the Great Depression and the Stockton 
Deep Water Project. 
The Delta King and Delta Queen served mainly on the Sacra-
mento-San Francisco run, a role that was to continue almost to the 
outbreak of World War II. Both were soon taken for United States 
Government use to ferry troops from military training camps along 
the Carquinez Straits to the San Francisco Port of Embarcation. 
After the war, both were sold as surplus. The Delta Queen was pur-
chased for service on the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers and the Delta 
King went through a series of ownerships; each owner leaving the 
King further deteriorated . Both have been in the news recently, the 
well preserved Delta Queen for her successful efforts to remain in 
service on the Mississippi and Ohio in spite of Federal regulations 
and the decrepit Delta King for her struggles in and around 
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The Delta King under construction at the California Transporta-
tion Co. Shipyard in the Stockton Channel at Harrison Street 
[Circa 1926]. R. Coke Wood Collection. 
The Delta King after being launched in the Stockton Channel in 
1927. The interior was being completed when this picture was 
taken. R. Coke Wood Collect ion. 
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Stockton, Sacramento and Rio Vista for a permanent home and a 
much needed restoration . 
Another high point in the shipbuilding industry of Stockton 
came as a result of World War II when $150 million in govern-
ment contracts were filled. Of the fourteen local defense plants, 
nine were shipyards, including Kyle and Company, Pollock-Stock-
ton, Stockton Steel Fabricators, Colberg Boat Works, Hickin-
botham Brothers, Moore Equipment Company, D. W . Nicholson 
Corporation, Stephens Brothers and Clyde W . Wood. 
Colberg Boat Works, now known as Colberg Incorporated, has 
been building pleasure craft, motor launches and other boats for 
commercial transportation since 1896. The company also had 
major World War II shipbuilding contracts, ranking as the second 
largest shipyard in Stockton. During this time, the company yard 
was greatly expanded for warship construction; forty-five vessels 
valued at about $20,000,000 were launched under government 
contract. Starting with 136 foot wooden minesweepers, Colberg's 
went on to build salvage tugs , submarine chasers, rescue and 
salvage boats, refrigerated cargo vessels, aircraft refueling boats, 
fleet lighters, fleet barrack barges and whale boats. Company 
efforts did not center entirely upon construction of new ships, 
battle worn vessels of many kinds were also refitted. Others were 
modified for new uses and, at the end of the War, the yard 
received contracts to complete the final phases of mothballing 
more than fifty vessels of all types . 
Among the best known craft constructed by Colberg Incorpo-
rated in recent years are the San Francisco Bay excursion boats, 
including the Harbor Prince, Harbor Princess, Harbor Empress 
and others. Even larger are the five Catalina-Long Beach ferries 
built in the early 1970's. 
Stephens Brothers has been a part of local shipbuilding activity 
since 1902. A river craft giving them early fame was the spud boat . 
One hundred twenty-five of these speedy motor boats were built 
for commission merchants who had to travel the Delta water-
ways as quickly as possible to keep abreast of the latest wholesale 
price of potatoes when Stockton was known as the "Spud Capital 
of the World ." The construction of these boats gave Stephens 
Brothers much experience that has been applied to the building of 
their famed speed boats and cabin cruisers . Stephens also built tug 
boats and power freighters. They are still internationally known 
for their fine sailing yachts, stock and custom cruisers. 
Company production was devoted entirely to warship construc-
tion during World War II. Included among the 125 vessels 
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Delta Queen after being launched from a shipyard on the Stockton 
Channel in 1927. The Delta Queen is still operating on the 
Mississippi River. R. Coke Wood Collection. 
launched were minesweepers, rescue and salvage craft, tugs and 
Coast Guard picket boats. 
The Pollock-Stockton Shipbuilding Company, the largest local 
shipyard, had a huge facility along the Stockton Channel west of 
Pershing Avenue. The entire yard was constructed especially for 
World War II government contracts and employed 5,000, 18% 
women. Net tenders, personnel barges, fleet tugs, repair shops and 
steel lighters were built. Particularly well known due to their 
gigantic size and rapid construction were the sectional dry docks 
built here. The portable drydocks had ship hulls, making it 
possible to establish drydocking facilities in the Pacific; thus it was 
unnecessary for a ship to leave its assigned area. 
World War II shipbuilding activity was not limited to local 
productive capacity. Stockton Steel Fabricators, a pooling organi-
zation of machine shops, foundries, etc., made the city a trans-
shipment point for thousands of hull and superstructure parts 
produced in machine shops of all sizes from Redding to Bakers-
field. Flat bed trucks would haul these parts to the Stockton 
Channel bank, near the foot of Harrison Street. Here they would 
be unloaded in the "South Yard" of the Stockton Iron Works where 
welders went to work fabricating them into larger units. When 
complete, these sections would be hoisted aboard Jack Haviside's 
barges and in the early morning of each day, the barges would be 
towed to the Kaiser Shipyards in Richmond. 
While many of the products of Stockton's shipyards went to the 
bottom during major battles in the Pacific or have been scrapped, 
a few veterans still survive including huge floating cranes at port 
facilities and small refrigerated freighters serving some of the Pacific 
Islands. 
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Mud Flats along the Channel. 
Growth and Progress, 
An Environmentalists View 
STEVE STOCKING 
When we ask : "What Price Progress," how many of us are really 
asking the question "What Price Growth?" We know certainly that 
the two are not synonymous . Even economists do not agree that 
population growth is necessary for economic progress, and we have 
all too often found that population growth does not result in social 
and environmental improvement . 
Many individuals, communities and even nations have decided 
that population growth is not progress. Communities in California 
are making the decision that growth must be controlled, at least 
until progress in providing certain services is made. When we 
observe the problems of our very large cities such as New York, St . 
Louis, Chicago, and Boston we see that bigness is not progress. 
Our largest cities have the largest problems. Growth may be 
accompanied by progress, but there is not necessarily a positive 
correlation . 
Stockton and San Joaquin County provide examples of the rela-
tionship between growth and progress. In 1963 planners in this 
county were estimating that there would be 470,000 persons living 
here by 1980. Recently these estimates have been reduced to 
336,000 or 338,945 by 1980. This amounts to a lowering of 
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expectations by over 130,000 persons, more than we now have in 
the city of Stockton. But we can still have progress. We should 
realize that past planning decisions have been made on the basis of 
these incorrect population projections . Population projections 
should always be taken with a grain of salt, and more emphasis 
should be put on improvement rather than on growth. If the 
problems of growth were more widely recognized, I believe that 
more realistic figures would have been used in past planning 
efforts and that the limits of desirable growth would have been 
discussed . Only very recently has the possibility of limits on growth 
been discussed by citizens and officials of Stockton, Lodi, and 
Manteca . 
But to discuss a more specific issue, what has been the environ-
mental price of the development of the Stockton Channel? The 
marshes have disappeared here just as they did at "2 Street" in 
Sacramento. Have we degraded the natural environment to the 
point where it must be written off as lost? The Stockton City 
Council has banned swimming in the Stockton Channel on the 
recommendation of the San Joaquin County Local Health District 
which has designated the water as polluted . This is not progress . 
We are not independent of our environment, but our actions have 
made it clear that we have had little interest in our channel 
environment. 
The natural scientist states that no species can exist without an environment, no 
species can exist in an environment of its exclusive creation, no species can survive, 
Tule Grass along the Channel. 
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save as a non-disruptive member of an ecological community. Every member must 
adjust to other members of the community and to the environment in order to 
survive. Man is not excluded from this test. Yet this view of interdependence as a 
basis for survival, this view of man as a participant species in an ecological com-
munity and environment, is quite contrary to the Western view. 
Ian McHarg 
In our development of the Stockton Channel area we still show 
our presumption of human dominance over nature in our 
planning. Nature has been excluded from our communities. An 
example can be seen in the following statement taken from the 
1974 Development Plan for the Stockton Channel: 
The value of this limited riparian resource surrounded by intense urban use is 
insignificant compared to habitation available a few miles downstream along rural 
banks of the San Joaquin River. 
The problem is that much of that remammg riparian habitat 
downstream will also be removed by rip-rapping of banks if the 
Baldwin Channel project proposed by the Corps of Engineers and 
the Port of Stockton is authorized. We are still pushing back the 
frontiers and conquering nature. Tuleburg Levee will have 
concrete bulkheads, not tules. During the writing of the impact 
statement for the McLeod Lake development the suggestion was 
made that the bulkheads be built in a manner in which tules and 
cattails could become reestablished in certain areas. This sugges-
tion was considered impractical. The valley oak which was in the 
backyard of Captain Webers home is dying now in the parking lot 
of the Holiday Inn . Plans could easily be made to grow some young 
trees from acorns of this dying oak so that it could be replaced by 
its own offspring. Is there a place for natural areas in such an 
urbanized ·setting? It appears that there is not unless an economic 
or human health value can be attached to such development. 
The aquatic environment of the channel itself is getting some 
protection since water quality control regulations have made it 
clear that there will be no further development of "wet industries" 
until Stockton's new sewage treatment plant is finished. The 
expanded sewage treatment plant is expected to reduce biochemi-
cal oxygen demand to about 16% of the present peak loads . This 
would greatly increase the quality of water in the Stockton 
Channel. But then if the Baldwin Ship Channel project is 
authorized the oxygen in the channel will be depleated by up to 
25,000 pounds a day. The impact report for the project mentions 
vague plans to inject oxygen to mitigate this loss, but the point is 
that once we improve the situation we then dream up other pro-
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jects which will again cause degredation. The lack of oxygen in the 
water of this area already produces conditions where aquatic life is 
depressed and anadromous fish, particularly salmon, are prevented 
from migrating upstream to spawn in some years. In the San 
Joaquin River system slamon have dropped in recent years from 
12,000 in 1972 to 5,000 in 1973 to 3,500 in 1974 despite the efforts 
of the California State Department of Fish and Game. Of cpurse, 
the abundance of salmon and other fish in the Delta area is also 
affected by downstream flows and diversions of water to the south. 
Our need as a people for parks, wilderness areas, beaches, and 
other recreational and restorative areas has never been greater. 
The combination of population increase, higher incomes, shorter 
working hours, and ever greater concentration in ever larger 
metropolitan centers has resulted in a demand for these kinds of 
facilities far exceeding that which existed when we were less 
numerous, less materially affluent, less urban people. Recreational 
use of public lands has more than trebled since the end of WW II, 
and is still increasing. More of these facilities, if not absolutely 
essential from the standpoint of physical survival, are certainly 
essential from the standpoint of the quality of life. But San Joaquin 
County has less land in parks per person than is recommended, 
both in local and regional facilities. On the basis of the 
recommended 2.5 acres per 1,000 persons, the city is 27% 
deficient, the unincorporated area 44% deficient, and we are 32% 
deficient in regional parks . 
The Open Space-Conservation Element of the Stockton General 
Plan has some good things to say about open space and public 
access in the Stockton Channel area. "With proper development, 
the waterways of Stockton could become a tremendous asset to the 
city. It should be city policy to preserve or promote the 
preservation of all watercourse rights of way for either (a) passive 
open space, or (b) usable open space for parks, trails, fishing, 
nature study or other recreational use. The San Joaquin Council of 
Engineers has proposed a study for the improvement of some 
selected waterways in the community. The city should encourage 
and participate in this study. Where the waterways pass through 
unincorporated areas, the city and county should work together on 
a coordinated plan of use." But there has been no action on this 
plan . 
During the Conference we visited Nevada City. Most of you 
have been to the coast recently. Compare these to Stockton and ask 
yourself what the difference is. I believe that it is because Stockton 
is one-dimensional. We need special focal points to help give 
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Stockton what Dr. La Brack spoke of as a "Sense of place." Here 
the opportunities lie in our bodies of water, particularly the 
Stockton Channel. Development in this area will help to revitalize 
the downtown area, to pull the travelers off of I-5 and to produce 
a needed identity for Stockton. Stockton could really then become 
"someplace special." But this will not be easily accomplished as 
there is inertia and many problems to be overcome. The present 
legal problems in the Stockton Channel area are similar to the 
problems which destroyed downtown Stockton and drove the retail 
area to north Stockton. An excellent development plan for the 
Stockton Channel area has been developed by the Chamber of 
Commerce, but it has remained in limbo since 1974 and has not 
been adopted by the City of Stockton because of these legal 
hangups. 
In the Channel area the historic flavor has been greatly altered 
and what is left of the natural environment has been severely con-
taminated. But there can still be improvement through develop-
ment of suitable public access for a variety of recreational 
activities. Environmentalists and others are for things such as: 
1) Pleasure boat berthing and services, which are generally adequate but could be 
improved. 
2) Boat launching ramps. Needed for smaller boats not stored in the water. These 
are not now adequate, particularly on weekends. 
3) Bank fishing access. Quite a bit of shoreline is now available on the north and 
south side, but these areas are not public and may not remain available in the 
future. The areas are generally wet and muddy in winter and dry and dusty in 
summer. Sanitation and litter are problems. 
4) Recreational walking, loafing and bike riding. Opportunities in these areas are 
very limited. The unadopted plan would increase area available for these 
pursuits. A bike path system on the present railroad right-of-way on the north 
bank has been suggested, but apparently the railraod is not interested in 
abandonment of this spur line. 
We also believe that the general environmental quality should 
be conclusive to all of these activities . Air pollution levels were once 
measured near the head of navigation and there were some rather 
high smog days, particularly in the fall, but the monitoring station 
has been moved to East Stockton so comparisons before and after 
I-5 construction will be impossible. Water quality is now very low, 
particularly in the late summer, but it should improve with the 
completion of the new Regional Sewage Treatment Facility. Water 
quality may decrease again if and when the Stockton Channel is 
deepened. But if we question projects and programs which would 
detract from these goals, we are considered obstructionists. 
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Repairing a levee break on the Delta [Circa, 1920]. 
The widespread belief that there is a natural conflict between 
the needs of working people and the concerns of conservationists is, 
to put it mildly, a misconception. United Auto Worker's President 
Leonard Woodcock, has called this belief "A Legacy of years of 
environmental blackmail, in which the major corporations have 
tried to hold workers, or a least their jobs, hostage against the 
application of environmental regulations." In Oregon the 
AFL-CIO now supports the returnable bottle legislation as it has 
become evident that as well as reducing litter, more jobs are pro-
duced. As environmentalists we support the business enterprises, 
help to create the jobs, and demand the public policies that will 
enhance the natural environment, the ultimate source of our 
economic growth . 
With careful planning we can have social, environmental and 
economic growth in the area of the Stockton Channel. Then, 
"Stockton, Someplace Special," will be more than a promotional 
slogan ... it will be fact. 
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Radical Sublimation: 
The Structure of Community 
Growth and Alienation 
RoBERT T. KNIGHTON, PH.D. 
Although progress and historical preservation seem often to be 
antithetical, they are in reality causally related to the process of 
change. Community growth and alienation, likewise related, are 
the two sides of the same process. Without change, whether called 
progress or not, communities would neither grow nor die, and 
alienation would not concern us any more than historical buildings 
and sites. Without change, moreover, would be neither the need 
nor the opportunity for the community of interest in preserving the 
past artifacts of man's cultural life, or in conserving such basic 
elements upon which culture depends as earth, air, water, plants, 
and animals. 
Alienated people differ from obsolescent buildings or outworn 
land in their retention of the potential for renewal, whether 
through self-determination within accepted-evolutionary-social 
processes or through revolutionary political action. Renovating 
alienated people, outmoded buildings, and polluted natural 
resources of course requires the expenditure of great amounts of 
time, money, and effort-if renovation may be done at all. 
Perhaps only a ghost town can blamelessly support our restorative 
interests, expertise, and pleasure in admiring the past. The inner 
city, the suburban ghettoes, and the relatively isolated rural area 
require ongoing attention because natural decay, social alienation, 
and stylistic changes are natural, ubiquitous, and predictable. 
In its broadest sense alienation means "the feeling, and fact, of 
disconnectedness from people and activities," from the natural, 
social, and cultural integrity from or within which anyone or any-
thing constituted its reason for being. 1 The common attribute of 
alienated people and things is powerlessness. The once useful 
building is vacated; the once productive land is depleted; and the 
once effective person is somehow deprived of or loses the capacity 
to make a difference 'through a significant contribution to the 
process of change. Participation in change paradoxically produces 
both more opportunity for voluntary if limited community and 
more alienation as diversity in a complex society results. In this 
situation the tolerance of change is thus the ability to create or 
47 
Indians atop a boxcar. Author Knighten says: "According to Bron-
jinbrenner's analysis of 'The Origins of Alienation' the crux of the 
problem lies in the failure of the young person to be integrated into 
his society. " 
manage a life of reasonable continuity through engaging actively 
or reactively in sociocultural processes that successively may create, 
foster, endure, and perhaps remedy the effects of alienation. The 
powerful political leader and the artistic virtuoso and others on the 
leading edge of change are as susceptible of this alienation (which 
is not simple inutility) as the addict or derelict or perhaps criminal 
on the trailing edge. For it is to the idea of progress or the process 
of evolutionary rather than revolutionary change that we owe the 
roots of our constitutive and Constitutional form of alienation. It is 
imperative, then, to understand as the infrastructure of this change 
natural, mechanical, and by extension cultural sublimation, the 
notion and fact of power derived from the conversion, 
displacement or transformation of one substance, instrument, or 
style into another. 
In The Ascent of Man (the title implies the idea of progress, or 
progressive betterment over time) Bronowski eloquently docu-
mented the sublimation of water into steam, and the resultant 
application of steam to manufacturing and transportation which 
ushered in the Industrial Revolution and inspired the Utilitarian 
philosophy of Bentham and Mill and the celebration of natural 
(but not mechanical) Energy by such Romantic poets as Blake and 
Wordsworth. 2 No longer the a posteriori evidence for the existence 
of God, Nature b~came man's ally, his "all in all" as Wordsworth 
said, and then his enemy, "red in tooth and claw," as Tennyson 
wrote . We still strenuously follow and extend the Romantic and 
Victorian evolutionary imperatives as we discover and explore, 
extract and develop, and manufacture, use, and discard the 
resources of Nature. 
48 
The subsequent application of steam to locomotion facilitated 
the rapid occupation of the American continent, contributing to 
the Civil War reunion of the States, to the final solution of the 
Indian question, and to the demise of the Buffalo, one of our first 
endangered animals. Yet at its piston stroke the locomotive 
rendered obsolescent all preceding forms of travel: those with a 
common interest in horse travel eventually succumbed to the 
power of the iron horse. 3 If we celebrate the Pony Expressmen or 
the Mark Twains "Roughing It" westward, we commemorate alike 
the driving of the Golden Spike at Promontory Point, because both 
modes of mobility have been successively displaced, alienated or 
emptied of functional use by innovative improvements in transpor-
tation and communication. Rail and water and animal travel have 
been superseded by the favored modes of air and highway travel. 
Stearn power has been replaced by the sublime power of natural and 
refined gas. If anticipated scarcity of natural resources, and crisis of 
ecology and finance ensue in forthcoming years, the more sublime ex-
tension of man, which use air waves and electricity, the telephone, 
telegraph, television, radio, and computer may revolutionize our 
lives by delivering goods and services to us rather than delivering us to 
them. The possibility that personal mobility may thus be curtailed by 
our technocratic refinements will undoubtedly seem to some an 
unnatural deprivation of experiential being, of liberty, and of inviol-
able pursuit of happiness. Man himself, the most volitional of life 
forms, may ironically have cleverly appropriated his genius to 
accomplish the transformation or sublimation of himself into com-
plete obsolescence. 4 
Progress, then, which may have the intrinsic power ultimately to 
render man completely redundant, or sublime (some would say 
foolish, or ridiculous), presents a unique challenge for social 
planners and other change artists, including those interested in 
preserving, maintaining, or restoring alienated artifacts, resources, 
and people . With the process of change as rapid and accelerating 
as Alvin Toffler, notably, contends in Future Shock; 5 with the 
planned or mechanical obsolescence of mass produced cultural 
items, many of them single use, disposable things, artificially 
inflating our indexes of economic well-being; and with the amount 
and "direction of change . . . one of disorganization rather than 
constructive development"; 6 the question of value arises. What is 
to be preserved? 
For ancient and aged communities or civilizations, what is pre-
served is often what can be found by anthropologists, determined 
by historians or sociologists, or interpreted by critics . With our 
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modern and contemporary increase in change, of competitive 
alienation, a traditional cooperatively interdependent community 
has but little time or opportunity to form; to recognize, develop, 
and enjoy its common interests, institutions, and diversity; and to 
engender a sense of its own historical place or historicity which 
would provide the bases for determining, if and when it became 
more or less obsolescent, what to save in order to remind itself of 
its heritage, and to form for itself a rational profile of and 
community with its past which would give it a sense of meaningful 
future direction . In the interests of greater objective ability to 
control the direction, rate, and mass of cultural and therefore 
natural change, our democratic technocracy is generally enacting a 
"value free" posture. Power structures and processes of policy and 
production erected on such a notion may well feel free to dispense 
with cumbersome participatory or bureaucratic institutions, and 
deliberately reject the values-laden language of ordinary (and until 
quite recently scientific) discourse. They may rapidly and 
thoroughly disqualify the increasingly inappropriate educational 
skills and expectations of the populace not conversant with 
computer languages, symbolic logic and linguistics, mathematics, 
the psychological languages of non-verbal communication, and 
other systems of the objective manipulation of material. The effect 
of these radically sublime evolutionary changes upon mainstream 
culture is revolutionary . 
According to Bronfenbrenner's analysis of "The Origins of 
Alienation ," the "crux of the problem lies in the failure of the 
young person to be integrated into his society ." Indeed, 
He feels uninterested, disconnected and perhaps even hostile to the people and 
activities in his environment. He wants "to do his own thing" but often is not sure 
what it is or with whom to do it. Even when he thinks he has found it- or them -
the experience often proves unsuccessful and interest wanes. 
Bronfenbrenner attributes this alienation of youth to the "evolu-
tionary changes in the American family," and recommends that 
the young be re-integrated into society not by altering technocratic 
values but by changing the family, the school, and the 
neighborhood so as to get young and old, children and adults, 
back into significant touch in relation to the working world. 
"Among the specific factors to be considered," he concludes, 
are the location of shops and businesses where children can have contact with 
adults at work, recreational and day-care facilities readily accessible to parents as 
well as to children, provision for a family neighborhood center and 
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Houseboat living on the Channel. 
family-oriented facilities and services, the availability of public transportation, and 
- perhaps most important of all- places to walk, sit and talk in common 
company. 7 
Made in 1974 these recommendations seem remote today, and not 
only do not account for the emptying out of our social institutions 
- family, school, church, work, recreation- but if implemented 
would likely inspire yet another costly refurbishing of the social 
facade without addressing more vital changes in the processes of 
technocratic change. The nuclear family's incompatibility to the 
tastes, work ethics, communicative media, popular lifestyles, and 
professional diffidence generally receives studied silence from 
official projections of · the national image of good living. The 
teenager is probably ignorant of the historical utility of his bib 
overalls. The fashionably avant-garde patronize the camp or funky 
styles of such bygone eras as the Roaring Twenties, Depression 
Thirties, or Silent Fifties less from a professional appreciation and 
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conservation of the past than from an escapist vogue, from a denial 
of the anomie and confusion, the alienation and futility of the 
present and of the bleak uncertainty of the future. 8 
The proliferation of his technocratic extensions has made 
Everyman his own curator; the quest for a usable past increasingly 
fascinates him. His progress may be a harried preoccupation with 
identity, financial, familial, and mid-career crises. In his relatively 
value-free (or valuless) isolation from history, Everyman (or Every-
person) may tape or record his own voice, accompanied by his 
own sound equipment; style his clothing, hair, and figure; and 
take his own prints, slides, and movies. In short, through his con-
sumer capacity, Everyman has become his own museologist, 
historian, and critic, and subscribes either to Rolling Stone or The 
New Yorker. But the artifacts of his popular, mass culture threaten 
to bury him in garbage. Perhaps wary of the judgment of the 
alienated professional critic, the contemporary artist has enshrined 
for posterity such symbols of our values as the Campbell's Tomato 
Soup label. Not to be outdone, the U.S. Postal Service (never mind 
the zip code, and almost exclusive airmail routing of mail) has 
encouraged Everyman to buy postage stamps as art- not for 
mailing but for collecting- the ultimate in his diminished cultural 
inversion of values. 
Those stamps seem to imply a heirarchy of values in a com-
memorative style that suggests a mainstream community; but in 
turning postage into art objects rather than maintaining their 
traditional tax function on the right or privilege of written 
communication, the postal authority participates officially in the 
emptying out of our institutional substance and produces highly 
volatile, perishable mementos. Perhaps it is itself responding 
without fanfare to the fact that Americans telephone more and 
write less, while it closes rural post offices and more favorably rates 
bulk mail. With his technocratic extensions, his popular culture, 
and now his increasingly irrational, alienated institutions, the 
average citizen has no compelling reason to be literate. Success 
may still be an official obligatory ideal of social individualization, 
just as the rhetoric of 1776 is in 1976; but if the meaning of our 
forms and processes is contained in the aftermath of the true 
American Revolution, the Civil War (1861 -65) and the rise of 
monopoly capitalism, individuation must pedorce expect to 
include some recognition of our cultural homogeneity or con-
formity. Because the personal alienation experienced today has 
become so profound, the professional historian, the concerned 
biologist, or the ordinary history buff must acknowledge the inter-
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locking challenge of popular culture and the messianic intentions 
of multinational corporations. 9 
In this apparently value free flux Of change, with traditional 
historicity a casualty, and with spaceship earth under prolonged 
siege because of its inhabitants' devotion to the sublime principles 
of rapid technocratic change, survival values have become a pri-
mary answer to the crisis of personal identity, community, and 
humane behavior . Reduced so drastically to his own resources, 
each person seeks common cause with something or someone else; 
the mere assertion of the color of one's skin, the experimentation 
with illicit drugs, or a foray into crime may suffice. Leading 
literary artists like British dramatist Tom Stoppard and American 
novelist John Barth have lately advanced as an appropriate 
behavioral model for the dominant, largely Anglo-American white 
middle class, the cultural hero of the dominated subcultures, the 
trickster hero. Unlike Brer Rabbit or the American Indians' coyote, 
this symbolic mainstream trickster is no longer animal but repre-
sentative man and woman. 
In Stoppard's hit play, Jumpers, a professor of moral philosophy 
and his show business wife, Dorothy, lose their professions to the 
disorientation caused by the landing of men on the moon. Dorothy 
goes Dotty, and cannot keep the moon songs straight; George loses 
his promotion to the vacated chair of ethics when his Department 
Chairman, trickster-figure Archie, elevates the garbageman to the 
position. Barth's novel Chimera reinterprets classical myths and 
legends to reveal that the trickster hero has in reality all along been 
the dominant hero of Western Civilization, and that the artist as 
representative American must become a trickster in order to 
survive in an alien environment. 10 
The dilemma of the youthful identity crisis was brought home to 
me as an educator by a junior student of mixed Irish, Spanish, and 
American Indian heritage who, despite BIA support for her college 
education, has after a frustrating and anguished soul-searching 
decided to leave school in order to find her true self. After she 
made an academic survey of possible retrospective alliances with 
working-class and reservation Indians, she concluded that effective 
union would be costly. She realized that her present community 
was of the educated elite, and that she had become assimilated to 
the cultural mainstream's values. Yet, dissatisfied with her conclu-
sion and feeling the potential empty promise inherent in the delay 
of educational specialization, she has elected to liberate herself 
from school. Paradoxically, the American urge to make a 
difference through participation in the cultural norm of college 
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education for the good and useful life has produced a rootless 
disease in this young person, has in effect alienated her from the 
cerebral values and processes which brought her to an awareness 
of her plight. With ready access to the processes of alternative life-
styles provided by our technocratic media, she will easily be able 
to pursue her soul quest, free of the academic limitations of her 
acculturation, and free to make common cause with other such 
seekers. 
If such disengagements from the customary institutional ways 
continue, as critics like Bronfenbrenner and others have 
documented, 11 the consequences for the preservation of a 
continuing sense of the past are palpable. Increased numbers of 
alienated persons primarily preoccupied with crisis management 
mean lowered productivity and social usefulness. A relatively 
unproductive life erodes the tax base, depletes the philanthropic 
purse, and promises to beggar the general sense of national 
security. This student has in fact redefined her freedom by leaving 
the community of Positive Liberty for the community of Negative 
Liberty. 12 Understanding her stopout in the light of Sir Isaiah 
Berlin's philosophical formulation of these "Two Types of Liberty" 
may also suggest a rational thread through the labyrinth of con-
flicting cultural values we continually feel. Conservationists of all 
persuasions might thereby give meaning to the current process of 
cultural change which otherwise seems to offer little or nothing of 
permanent value . 
Berlin defines Negative Liberty as that freedom from authority, 
control, and accountability that answers the question, "How much 
am I to be governed?" Conversely Positive Liberty is that assumed 
by the citizen who seeks to answer the question, "By whom shall I 
be governed?" The American citizen believes himself entitled to 
exercise both of these Liberties although, as Berlin points out, he 
sacrifices his Negative Liberty often for the guarantees of Positive 
Liberty, or national security-its right to a universal education, 
right to work, right to social security, right to equal opportunity, 
right to a minimum wage, right to strike, and so on . An increase in 
one type of Liberty diminishes the other rather than adds to it . 
Berlin points out that these are absolute Liberties not naturally 
harmonious but rather in absolute conflict with each other, even 
though Positive Liberty, through the language of the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights, seeks to guarantee the right to Negative Liberty, 
a right which governmental administrations are prone to abrogate 
in times of emergency. In practice, Berlin admits, it is difficult to 
sustain the ideal definition of Negative Liberty formulated by John 
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American Indian with his baskets. 
Stuart Mill as "the maximum degree of non-interference com-
patible with the minimum demands of social life" consistent with 
the proviso that it be "limited only by the danger of doing harm to 
others." 13 Berlin further states that most gurantors of Positive 
Liberty and most espousers of Negative Liberty do not, in their 
practical means for social integration, "allow for the variety of 
human needs." 14 It is in the critical spirit, I would say, of this 
Negative Liberty that my former student asserted her right to stop 
out of college. 
In the structural relationship of these two types of personal and 
social liberty, as they bear on progress, on policy making and 
implementation, or on ecological appeals to the voters through the 
initiative process, we conservationists may be able to see a vital 
role for ourselves, whether as conservators of the humanities like 
myself or of natural tracts and cultural artifacts by concerned 
others. Analyzing the dynamics of Negative and Positive Liberty 
makes it easier to assess the merits of such transformations as the 
bifurcation of Nevada City by the National Defense Highway or the 
potential metamorphosis of the Stockton Channel by certain 
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redevelopment plans, as well as the reluctance of President Ford to 
invoke Taft-Hartley legislation during an election year in settling 
the recent costly California cannery workers' strike; or the merits 
of the New Melones Dam under construction on the Stanislaus 
River; or the merits of Nuclear powered energy plants; or the 
meaning of the 55 M.P.H. speed limit in California; or the 
meaning of sugar as a near-universal food additive; or the strip 
coal mining of the Powder River Basin in Montana; 15 or, finally, 
that issuing a personal check for certain services now requires- in 
addition to the consumer's imprinted name, address, telephone or 
social security number, and his encoded account number- his 
driver's license number and one other credit card number! The last 
example shows again that the personal human form of being has 
been systematically emptied of all its substantial meaning, and has 
been sublimated into paper and plastic numerology. 16 
Since our individual and collective participation in the processes 
of progress results paradoxically in changes that produce, often 
unintentionally yet simultaneously both community and alienation, 
we may choose to make our difference by individual and concerted 
salvage, preservation, and reconstruction of the past through 
significant contributions to the ongoing structuration of the 
present. The process of change invites our active participation. 
And as over and again we Americans- and perhaps all peoples-
demonstrate that our greatest strengths are our greatest weak-
nesses, we begin anew to forge yet another Liberty Bell- and again 
it cracks in compromise . 
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In San Francisco, 
April 18, 1906 
JEFFREY ScHWEITZER 
We were in our new, big and roomy home at the northwest 
corner of Clay and Locust Streets, then considered 'far out,' about 
six months and just about settled when the fateful earthquake of 
April 18, 1906 occurred. Those in the house, in addition to me, 
were my mother and father, three brothers, and three friends . 
My room was on the third floor and when the earthquake came 
I had to hold onto my bed with all my strength or else I surely 
would have landed on the floor . The noise was deafening. An old-
fashened, heavy onyx clock on my mantle, after swaying back and 
forth several times (It's top made Vs in the wall plaster.) smashed 
to dozens of pieces on the floor, and adding to the noise the many 
college books on my desk also crashed to the floor. 
Immediately that it was again quiet my father called my 
brothers and me and we all reported in good shape. I ran from my 
room and looked over the circular staircase railing and saw my 
father catch the wide-swinging chain chandelier, suspended from 
the roof, before it hit the second floor railing. 
It was a beautiful spring morning. Although earlier than usual I 
had dressed and had breakfast . Little damage was done to the 
house; testing the chimneys later it was found some had cracks. So 
it was the neighborhood . . 
After breakfast I started for college. Commuting to Berkeley I 
took the 7 -o'clock ferry to be on time for an 8-o' clock lecture. (All 
the engineering juniors were required to take Physics 5, analytical 
mechanics, considered by many the most difficult course in 
college.) No electric cars were running so I walked over to 
California Street and Presidio Avenue to take the California cable 
car but not one was in sight. Starting to walk to the ferry I knew I 
could not make the 8-o'clock lecture but had the idea I possibly 
could make the following 9-o'clock. I encountered all kinds of 
reports, among them the Cliff House had been toppled into the 
ocean and when I heard (all reports found later to be greatly 
exaggerated.) that the Key Route pier too was under water, I 
decided to return home. 
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It was not long before groups of people started to move out Clay 
Street, a street leading to the Presidio and to Golden Gate Park. 
The flow gradually increased and relatives and friends stopped at 
our place. Eventually we accommodated forty-five. As it was 
warm some slept on the garden grass. And my mother had pro-
visions in plenty; she was always a bountiful provider. 
Water was the problem . All the Spring Valley Company's water 
mains were broken. But our neighborhood was fortunate. As my 
father was standing on the street a day or so after the eighteenth, a 
tall bearded man came along carrying a bucket of water; he 
stopped and asked if it were needed? Of course, YES, and the man 
told my father he had a well at his home three blocks away and all 
were welcome to all the water wanted. My father asked him his 
name; he was Charles Sutro, son of the late Adolph Sutro of Com-
stock Tunnel fame and at one time a San Francisco mayor. We 
became good friends and Mr. Sutro (nicknamed by the boys, The 
General) made himself at home with us. 
Those numbers moving out Clay Street soon approached a mob 
and for over three days and three nights continuously it was 
tramp, tramp, tramp; all kinds, men, women, children, pulling 
and hauling what they could. I remember in particular one old 
woman; all she had on was an old and worn motherhubbard and 
worn slippers and the one thing she was carrying was a large bird 
cage with a parrot in it, the bottom of the cage being missing, she 
held the cage to her chest. 
No police were on duty in the neighborhoods so each block 
organized a group to patrol at night. I joined the 3600 Clay Street 
group. From dark until dawn, each hour two different men were 
on duty, one pair relieving the other . My partner and I walked the 
block from 12 midnight until 1 AM. We had no trouble seeing the 
fire, never closer than about 1 V2 miles was so bright that by its 
light I was able to read a newspaper at midnight. 
To get around town my father hired an horse and buggy. The 
stable delivered it, together with ten or twelve others each morn-
ing. The horse of one buggey was tied to the buggy before him; it 
made quite a string. At sunset the pickup'Was reversed. 
I rode a bicycle. The streets were paved with cobble stones to 
give the horses a good footing. So it was rough riding. I got as far 
as 16th and Mission Streets on one occasion and from there over 
the destroyed, completely flattened area had no trouble seeing the 
Ferry Building. Where possible I rode the smooth cable car slots. 
Going down the steep hill on California Street from Webster to 
Fillmore, the latter then a heavily traveled business street, I saw a 
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cobble on the slot and try as I could I was not able to avoid it. My 
feet were knocked off the peddles, I lost control of the machine 
and there I was fast approaching Fillmore. I had visions of what a 
collision would do to me but most fortunately I sailed right 
through and heaved a thankful sigh. 
All the time I was wondering what had happened at the 
University? Then, surprisingly, a life-long close friend, Melville 
Newfield, (He died in Sacramento a short time ago.) dropped in . 
He was in uniform, soiled and dirty. He told me that President 
Benjamin Ide Wheeler had dismissed the University for the 
remainder of the term, that he (Wheeler) had called up for duty in 
San Francisco the University Cadet Regiment, and that he (New-
field) had been without food or sleep for several days. I wanted 
him to eat something but he refused and going to my room he 
dropped on the bed as he was, fully dressed, and was sound asleep. 
Washington Street, San Francisco, California. 
Courtesy Pacific Center for Western Studies 
49 
Beecher~s Garden 
A Collector's Garden 
jEAN Rossi 
As I drove down Beecher Road off Highway 26, six miles east of 
Stockton, California, I saw in the distance an "oasis" of trees. The 
trees were of many varieties and so lush that their spreading 
branches hide from view all human life that dwelled behind them. 
To reach these trees it was necessary to turn and drive down a lane 
flanked on each side by acres of golden-brown milo, the grain corn 
from ancient Egypt, ripe with its autumn seed. Suddenly I found 
myself enveloped in the trees' gloomy darkness, then as suddenly in 
a sun-splashed garden surrounding a charming pale yellow, green 
shuttered, two story Victorian home. From the doorway came 
Nova Beecher Leech, the owner of the garden - a garden filled 
with memories, a garden closely associated with California's past, 
a garden known for the last fifty-four years as BEECHER'S 
NURSERY. This was the "special garden" I had come to see and 
learn about. 
Nova and I walked down a path to a bench beside a lily pond 
with Sternbergia (that looked like yellow crocuses) peeking up 
around it. A bull frog, sitting on a lily pad eyed us suspiciously 
with his funny bulging eyes then dove to safety beneath a water 
lily. At one end of the pond, partaking of the pollen of a deep blue 
Plumbago, was a shower of small fairy-like white and grey, 
orange, and yellow and grey butterflies, and velvety black bees. 
They all seemed delirious with joy in this beautiful garden. 
I found that the garden's story had begun many years before 
John Lyman Beecher, Nova's grandfather, came to California. 
"Soon after my grandfather arrived in California in 1852, he 
purchased nine hundred acres of land on the eastern rim of the 
historically famous Spanish land grant, Rancho de Campos de los 
Franceses, from Captain Charles Weber, pioneer founder of the 
City of Stockton." Growing on this land were three Mission Fig 
trees. How these domestic trees, producing abundance of delicious 
fruit, came to be growing so far from an inhabited area was not 
answered until 1887 during the building of the pale yellow, green 
shuttered, two story Victorian home. "My grandfather in 1887 · 
gave three hundred and twenty acres of his land to Elliot, his 
eldest son, as a wedding present. During the construction of a 
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Photo courtesy of Sara Rigby. 
The author and Miss Ellen Deering in Beecher's Garden. 
home Elliot, who would in the future be my father, found many 
Indian artifices and skulls leading him to believe that at one time 
this land had been part of an Indian village." The three Mission 
Fig trees, planted over one hundred and twenty-six years ago, still 
grow, flourish and produce. And on the acres around them today 
grow the plants and trees of Beecher's Nursery - a nursery that 
began by chance in 1922 out ·of financial necessity and a young 
girl's keen mind. It was in 1922 that Elliot Beecher died and was 
buried under the great Redwood tree in the garden. 
During her father's illness, Nova had become more and more 
involved in the garden relieving her mother of this chore. And, 
too, her high school botany teacher, Harry Snook, was involving 
her in the knowledge of plant life. 
When Nova found that she would not be able to continue her 
education after graduation because of the family's lack of money 
and she was seeing and remembering that through the years her 
mother had given away hundreds of plants to friends that had 
admired her beautiful Lilies of the Valley, Phlox, and double 
Violets, she made a very firm and positive suggestion to her 
mother. "It is time to begin selling the plants that you raise instead 
of giving them away." 
Until Nova's mother joined Elliot in 1938 beneath the great 
Redwood tree, the two women worked together in their new 
adventure securing always the unusual and hard to find items 
while stocking the more common plants. "One of my very top 
interests from the beginning was in shrubs and trees. Today the 
garden contains over thirty varieties of native California shrubs 
and trees alone. Many of these are becoming rare and I am happy 
that I have preserved a few in my garden." 
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Then Nova asked me to walk with her so she could point out 
some of the unusual trees and shrubs from faraway lands. The 
Erythrina Bidwilli (Coral Tree) had a spectacular display of 
scarlet-red flower-clusters on two foot long willowy stalks that she 
said bloomed from summer to fall. Others were the Bauhinia 
(Orchid Tree) native of China, Oak Leaf Hydrangea, Thujopsis 
native of Japan, and two rare Japanese Maples - the Oshi-beni 
with extremely red foliage in spring and fall, and the practically 
unknown Aconitifolia (Full Moon Maple). 
As we continued our walk through the garden, we came to two 
trees that Nova said had fascinating stories. One was the rare 
Chinese Jujube (Chinese Date) so called because it bears small 
date-like fruit. "In the fall, when the fruit turns brownish, the 
fruit can be eaten and tastes somewhat like a date. The Chinese 
are very fond of the fruit and dry it in different ways. They believe 
the fruit is healthful, therefore, use it for medicinal purposes. In 
the fall the Jujube sheds its extremely shiny green leaves and when 
the branches are bare, the tree is very interesting. The branches 
form a lovely oriental zigzag effect." 
The other tree and fascinating story concerned the Metasequoia 
(Dawn Redwood). "In the 1940's American flyers flying over the 
mountains of China thought they saw California Redwoods grow-
ing. Because it had always been believed that these trees were 
unique to California, the University of California sent botanists to 
China to investigate. The botanists found that what the flyers had 
seen and mistaken for California Redwoods were actually Dawn 
Redwoods. Seeds from these beautiful trees were brought back to 
California and in the 1950's I was able to obtain a seedling plant." 
Today this seedling towered above us approximately one hundred 
feet into the sky . Nova told me that the difference between these 
trees and the California Redwoods is that the Dawn Redwoods' 
needles are soft to the touch, bright green and turn gold in the fall. 
"When the sun shines through this golden needled tree, it is 
beautiful. As deep winter arrives, the needles drop. The cone of 
the Dawn Redwoods are much smaller than those of the California 
Redwoods." 
Just beyond the trees we came to another interesting spot in the 
garden. It was designated by a sign - "Herb Alley." "Part of the 
use and joy of a garden is pinching and sniffing the leaves of plants 
to detect what you are smelling. Included in this joy are the 
memories that are brought to mind of the places from where the 
herbs came and the people who gave them to me. My rarest herb is 
the almost extinct Bronze Fennel. Unlike many of the other 
herbs, Bronze Fennel becomes tall and in late spring its purplish-
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bronze feathery foliage and chartreuse anise-like flowers make a 
lovely contrast to the grey-green and blue-green coloring of the 
other herbs." 
Later as Nova and I sat on the sun porch overlooking the 
garden, she spoke of the past. She told me that many of the plants 
used in the landscaping of the campus of the College of Pacific 
(now known as the University of the Pacific) came from Beecher's 
Nursery and that she had suggested where they be placed. Two of 
these are the California Bay trees that flank the entrance walk of 
the Conservatory and the Osmanthus (Sweet Olive) plants on each 
corner of the east side of the Conservatory . "The Sweet Olives 
brought me many customers through the years because of their 
fragrant flowers in the fall." 
The garden at Beecher's Nursery holds in its memory not only 
sad times but gay times. Two happy weddings have been held 
there. One was the wedding of the young girl who will some day 
inherit the garden, Nova's neice; the other was Nova's very own 
when in 1945 she became the bride of Ralph Leech, a retired 
Nebraska farmer, who until 1966 was her constant pal and 
enthusiastic helper in the garden and nursery. "When Ralph 
passed away, I felt I could no longer carry on with the nursery but 
friends and customers of long standing encouraged me to 
continue." So on Sunday, April 23, 1972, Nova greeted her many 
friends at "BEECHER NURSERY'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY OPEN 
GARDEN." Two lines printed in gold on the upper inside portion 
of the invitations read: "From a private garden of the 1890's into a 
public display garden in 1922." 
Photo courtesy of Sara Rigby. 
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Nova Beecher Leech and two of the Mission Figs over 126 years 
old. Photo courtesy of the author. 
As Nova and I stood by the car saying our goodbys, she told me, 
"My garden is my church. I forget everything when I am working 
with my plants. I hope that when I am gone the garden some 
times will be opened to the public to enjoy for I hopefully will be 
leaving it to the generations of the future." 
Later in the evening of that day I remembered a plaque on the 
sun porch wall that read: 
The CALIFORNIA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY takes pride 
in presenting its 1974 Annual Award 
to 
NOV A BEECHER LEECH 
for OUTSTANDING AND MERITORIOUS CONTRIBUTION TO 
HORTICULTURE IN CALIFORNIA. 
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Jose Matias Moreno II 
All photos courtesy of Historical Collection, Title Insurance and Trust, San Diego, California. 
JOSE MATIAS MORENO 
Jefe Politico de Ia Frontera 
Baja California 1861-1862 
Part I 
RoBERT W. LoNG 
Jose Matias Moreno was a product of his time. Although he 
never loomed large on the pages of history, his life merits study as 
it mirrors the time in which he lived; turbulent times, full of stress, 
hardships, danger and sacrifice. 
His father was an English whaler who settled in San Antonio, 
Baja California in, or about, 1800. He fell in love with a beautiful 
Spanish senorita named Dolores Carrillo. In order to marry her he 
had to become a Mexican citizen and a Catholic. When this 
occurred, he changed his name from Joseph Mathew Brown to its 
Spanish equivalent, Jose Matias Moreno . 
As far is known, Jose Matias Moreno II , son of Joseph Mathew 
Brown, spent his early childhood in San Antonio, Baja California. 
He was the eighth child born to Dolores Carrillo and Jose Matias 
Moreno I (Joseph Mathew Brown). His five brothers were: 
Ignacio, Guadalupe, Jose de Jesus, Jose Rosa, and Jose Antonio. 
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Prudenciana Vallejo Lopez de Moreno. 
His sisters were: Maria Rosa and Jesus . Another sister Maria 
Gertrudis Gilomena was born after the death of her father which 
occurred either in late 1820, or early 1821, as the church records of 
San Antonio show the following entry: 
Maria Gertrudis Gilomena Morena, baptised the sixth of July 1821, born the day 
before . Legitimate child of Mateo Moreno, deceased and Dolores Higuera 
[Carrillo]. Padre Jose Duro. 1 
On January 1, 1822, his mother married Tomas Altamirano a 
wealthy merchant of San Antonio, Baja California. The church 
records state: 
Tomas Altamirano y Dolores Higuera [Carrillo de Moreno] were married the first 
of January, 1822. He single, native of the other side, she a widow. Padre jose 
Duro~ 
The use of the name Higuera creates some confusion. Where did 
the name Higuera come from and why did Dolores Carrillo de 
Moreno call herself 'viuda de Higuera?' 
It is possible that the name Higuera may have been added to 
honor the family that sponsored Joseph Mathew Brown when he 
became a citizen and a Catholic . This would account for the use of 
that name. 
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Another possibility is that Dolores Carrillo may have been 
married to a man by the name of Higuera before she married Jose 
Matias Moreno (Brown), but no record has been found of such a 
marriage and no mention is made of such a marriage in any of the 
original family records, so the mystery deepens. It is a matter of 
record, however, that Dolores Carrillo was the wife of Jose Matias 
Moreno (Brown) and at his death married Tomas Altamirano using 
the name Dolores Higuera. 
Don Jose Antonio Tomas Altamirano was a wealthy merchant 
until he was ruined by the treachery of the Superior Political Head 
and Military Commandant Jose Maria Padres. 3 He and his family 
resided in San Antonio for several years. A child was born to them 
and registered as follows: 
Maria Vicenta Altamirano, baptised the 18th day of February, 1825, legitimate 
child of Tomas Altamirano and Dolores Carrillo. Padre Roque Varela. 4 
Several other children were born to this couple as is indicated by 
the church records of San Antonio and La Paz, Baja California. 
These half-brothers and sisters were named: Maria Vicenta, Blas 
Jose, Maria de la Piedad and Jose Antonio 
With such a large family and the reverses suffered at the hands 
of Jose Maria Padres, it was extremely difficult to make ends meet, 
so the family resorted to a practice that was very common at that 
time, sending Jose Matias Morena II to live with another family. 
It was for this reason that Jose Matias went to live with Father 
Gabriel Gonzalez, P.O., a long-time priest of the Dominican 
Missions of Baja California. According to the Mexican historian 
Pablo L. Martinez: 
This priest had carried his activities beyond the church and had been converted 
into a farmer, merchant, cattleman, politician and father of a family- . 5 
Thomas Savage, who interviewed many Mexican people while 
working for Hubert Howe Bancroft, made the following notation: 
Moreno's mother was very poor. Father Gabriel Gonzalez , a long time Priest of the 
Missions of L. Cal., took charge and educated him- gave him some knowledge of 
latin [sic) logic, etc. , but the education was a rather limited one? 
Evidently Jose Matias* made himself useful in church and politi-
cal affairs, as we find him, as a young man, an ardent supporter of 
Padre Gabriel Gonzalez in his struggle against Captain Francisco 
Javier del Castillo Negrete, Principal Commandant of the 
Peninsula. 
•(Hereafter Jose Matias Moreno II will be referred to as Jose Matias Moreno or just 
Jose Matias). 
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Captain Negrete attempted to secularize the mission lands of the 
Dominicans, pointing out that the missions no longer supported 
communities of neophytes and that where there was no community 
there was no mission. His interpretation of the law was that the 
mission lands were national lands and could be claimed by any 
citizen willing to work them . 
This interpretation of the law was disputed by Father Gabriel 
Gonzalez who sought to protect the ecclesiastical interests. Failing 
to sway Captain Negrete's decision, Father Gabriel Gonzalez 
resorted to conspiracy, provoking a rebellion of the soldiers that 
were in La Paz . This took place the night of January lOth and 
lith, 1842. Public opinion did not support the rebellion and it 
failed, the insurgents withdrawing to Todos Santos where they 
were captured by Captain Negrete's forces on February 4, 1842. 
Among those captured was Jose Matias Moreno. 
In June 1843, Jose Matias moved to San Diego, Alta California . 
Not much is known of his early years in San Diego, but we do 
know that he helped Henry D. Fitch survey the boundaries of the 
Pueblo Lands of San Diego. Later his testimony before the United 
States Land Commission, December 6, 1854, helped establish the 
true boundaries of San Diego and led to an increase in the amount 
of land certified to the city. 7 
In 1845, we find Jose Matias in Los Angeles where he was 
arrested for criticizing the government . Bancroft says: 
At the same time [March 1845] Moreno, afterward a somewhat prominent man, 
was prosecuted for indecorous expressions against the government in writing . 
There was an order issued to banish Moreno across the frontier, but he was set free 
a few months later. 8 
In a letter dated April 22, 1845, Governor Pio Pico offered Jose 
Matias the position of Secretary of State. Pio Pico's offer was 
accepted and Jose Matias took office on, or about, July 2, 1845. 9 
On March 20, 1846, Governor Pio Pico appointed his secretary, 
Jose Matias, Capitan de Dejensores de la Independencia Nacional. 
The official appointment read in part: 
- given in the City of Los Angeles, Capitol of the Department of California, on 
common paper because no official [stamped] paper was available, on the 20th of 
March 1846. Signed Pio Pico. 10 
Thus, Jose Matias served his country in the dual capacity of civil 
servant and military officer . 
When Governor Pio Pico was forced to leave the Department of 
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California, to seek help from the Central Government in Mexico 
City, he was accompanied by his secretary, Jose Matias. Both were 
determined that, once help was obtained, they would return and 
drive the Americans from California. However, this was not to be 
as the Central Government, under the leadership of Provisional 
President Pena y Pena was unable to give any assistance to 
California. 
Discouraged Pio Pico petitioned the Central Government to 
return to California as a private citizen. Permission was given and 
he did return to San Diego, California on July 6, 1848. 
Jose Matias was determined to resist the Americans and he 
returned to Baja California with Captains Manuel Peneda, Jose 
Antonio Mijares and Vicente Mejia. He carried the rank of captain 
and immediately set about organizing a group of guerrillas known 
as, Guerillas Guadalupanas de Comondu, Dejensores de la 
Independencia Nacional. This group took part in several engage-
ments against the Americans who were led by Colonel Henry S. 
Burton, of the New York Volunteers . 
Eventually the superior arms and abundance of material 
defeated the patriots; and they were forced to surrender at Todos 
Santos. Among those who were finally captured were, Padre 
Gabriel Gonzales and his two sons. He and his fellow officers, 
including Jose Matias, were imprisoned for a short time, but were 
released after signing the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo which 
occurred on February 2, 1848. Upon release, most of the prisoners 
returned to the Peninsula. 
For a time Jose Matias was active in the reorganization of the 
government of Baja California where he had many friends. 
However, in the early 1850's he returned to San Diego where he 
met and fell in love with Senorita Prudenciana Vallejo Lopez, 
granddaughter of Juan Lopez one of the original leather-jacketed 
soldiers of the Presidio of San Diego. 
On November 4, 1851, he and Prudenciana were married. They 
settled down in Casa de Lopez, now State Historical Monument 
#60 . 
Their brief honeymoon was interrupted by the Carra Indian 
upraising which caused a near panic in San Diego. All able-bodied 
men responded to the call to arms. The San Diego 'Fitzgerald' 
California Volunteers were formed and Jose Matias, twenty days 
after his marriage to Prudenciana, enlisted as a private in the 
Lieutenant D. B. Kurtz Co, 'Fitzgerald Volunteers.' Thus, Jose 
Matias, who had fought so bravely against the Americans in Baja 
California, joined the American forces in defense of San Diego. 
Enlisting on November 24, 1851, he served throughout the brief, 
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Casa de Lopez, State Historical Monument #60. Built by Juan 
Lopez, 1834. 
but effective campaign and was honorably discharged, January 17, 
1852, after having served a total of fifty-five days. 11 
Following his discharge from the army, Moreno plunged back 
into business activities. Times were very difficult; money was 
scarce and many Americans resorted to sharp practices, frequently 
refusing to pay legitimate claims against them. Moreno traveled 
far and wide seeking business opportunities. He frequently traveled 
to San Francisco, Los Angeles, La Paz, Mazatlan and Mexico City 
working on business transactions that promised to ease his financial 
difficulties. Acting as an agent for Americans who wished to invest 
in Baja California, he was, in the words of Captain Rufus K. 
Porter, an authority on Mexican affairs. 
What Don Matias doesn't know about 'La Frontiera [sic] isn't worth knowing; and 
what he cannot do in Mexico, if he has proper outfit, cannot be accomplished by 
anybody else in this part of the Republic. 12 
On January 14, 1861, Governor Theodora Riveroll, of the 
Juarez Government, appointed Jose Matias Moreno, ]eje Politico 
de la Frontera. However, he was unable to take office until March 
11, 1861. 
On January 14, 1861, Jose Matias Moreno was appointed ]eje 
Politico de la Frontera by Governor Teodoro Riveroll, of the 
Juarez Government. However, Jose Matias was prevented from 
assuming the duties of his office due to the fact that Feliciano Ruiz 
de Esparza claimed that he was the legal governor and used the 
military forces under his command to enforce his claim. 
To put this situation in its proper perspective one must go back 
and review the events leading up to this confrontation. In 1856, 
Colonel Jose Castro had been appointed sub-prefect and military 
commandant of La Frontera. Before assuming his duties he was 
60 
required by law to report to the authorities at La Paz to have his 
appointment confirmed. This he refused to do, maintaining that 
his authority superceded that of the authorities at La Paz, and that 
his authority extended over the entire peninsula. 
Pio Pico, last Mexican Governor of California . 
Because of his refusal to report for confirmation of his appoint-
ment, the authorities in La Paz refused to recognize his as ]efe 
Politico de la Frontera, thus denying him legal authority to 
discharge his official duties. This made little difference to Jose 
Castro as he controlled the military forces in the area and was thus 
able to defy the authorities in La Paz. 
The illegal sale of land by Pio Pico, last Mexican Governor of the 
Department of California, had been nulified by General Antonio 
Lopez de Santa Ana and later in 1857, by the men of Ayutla. This 
encouraged Castro to find ways to speculate on these lands, 
granting large tracts to friends for a monetary consideration. Many 
Americans took advantage of this situation and thus gained control 
of land and mining property that, by law, was reserved for 
Mexican Nationals. 
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Captain Rufus 
King Porter. 
Rufus K. Porter, San Diego correspondent for the San Francisco 
Bulletin in the 1860's and 1870's, was one of those favored by Jose 
Castro. He was granted three square leagues on San Matias Creek, 
some ninety-five miles south of Ensenada at Sauzal de Camacho. 13 
This grant invoked a suit in San Diego by Jose Sainz against Porter 
on May 19, 1860. At this time Don Feliciano Ruiz de Esparza 
appeared to testify on his behalf. 
Land grants were made indiscriminately with the result that 
frequently the same grant would be given to several people or, as 
was often the case, grants overlapped each other. Needless to say, 
this created a great deal of confusion and clouded land titles for 
years. 
Jose Matias Moreno and Jose Castro had once been close friends, 
but because Jose Castro refused to enforce the law regarding 
foreigners owning lands within twenty leagues of the frontier, they 
had a serious disagreement. This came about because Don Juan 
Bandini, who had betrayed Mexico and helped the Americans in 
the Mexican War of 1846-48, refused to relinquish possession of 
Rancho Ex-Mision de Guadalupe which had been declared public 
property. 
Inasmuch as Don Juan Bandini had declared himself an Ameri-
can citizen and resided in the United States, his claim to Rancho 
Ex-Mision de Guadalupe was declared null and void; the land 
reverting back to the government. Because of his friendship for the 
Americans, Jose Castro refused to enforce the law and dispossess 
Juan Bandini. 14 
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Because of this disagreement, Jose Matias wrote to Manuel 
Amao, Governor of Baja California, complaining that Castro was 
not upholding the laws of Mexico. An order was issued for the 
removal of Castro and Don Jose Sainz (also spelled Saiz, Sains, 
Saenz) was appointed to replace him. 
This was not a good choice as Sainz was an old man and totally 
unfit to hold office. Nevertheless, he accepted the position and 
dispatched his son to carry his acceptance to La Paz. His son, who 
was fond of wine, took three months to cover the distance from 
Santa Tomas to La Paz, a distance of some six hundred miles. This 
delay was to have serious consequences as we shall see later. 
Castro refused to relinquish his post to Sainz claiming that his 
authority extended over the whole Peninsula and superceded that 
of the officials at La Paz. The efforts of Sainz to be recognized as 
]eje Politico were not successful and Castro remained in power. 
When Jose Castro left for Alta California, to appear before the 
United States Land Commission, meeting in San Francisco, he 
appointed his good friend and assistant, Don Feliciano Ruiz de 
Esparza, to the temporary post of acting ]eje Politico de la 
Frontera. This was a mistake as Jose Castro was to learn on his 
return . 
During his absence, Juan Mendoza was appointed ]eje Politico 
de la Frontera. This came about in the following manner. The 
authorities in La Paz, not having heard that Sainz had accepted 
the post, assumed that he had rejected their offer and proceeded to 
appoint another. This further complicated the political scenario on 
La Frontera as now, there were three men claiming the office. 
As soon as Mendoza received word of his appointment he wrote 
to Esparza, who was residing at the salt mines at San Quintin, 
informing him that he would come to Santo Domingo on August 
14, 1859, to assume office. Esparza refused to give up his author-
ity, claiming he was unable to do so as he was acting under orders 
from Jose Castro and that he alone could relinquish the position of 
]eje Politico de la Frontera. A stalemate developed, one that was 
not to be broken until a great deal of blood was spilled. 
Jose Castro returned from San Francisco on the Senator, 
January 9, 1860. He remained in San Diego for a few days before 
leaving for his headquarters in Baja California. He had with him 
twenty uniforms he had intended to use for a military escort to 
accompany him back to his headquarters. Hearing of the unrest in 
La Frontera, created by Sainz and Mendoza in their efforts to gain 
control of the government, he decided to go on with but one 
servant, thinking that in this way he could avoid any 
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misunderstanding or disturbance that might result if he returned at 
the head of an armed escort. 
When Castro met with Esparza he learned that Esparza did not 
intend to return the governmental authority to him . Eventually a 
compromise was worked out under the terms by which Esparza 
was to control the military forces while Castro functioned as head 
of the civil government. 
This arrangement was not to last for long for on the night of 
April 5, 1860, Jose Castro was killed by one of his own men, 
Manuel Marquez. 15 
The San Diego Union, in reviewing this event, had this to say: 
In an unhappy hour of festivity at the Mission Vieja, he [Castro] fell into a quarrel 
with Manuel Marquez. The latter retired to get arms, followed by the Governor, 
pistol in hand. It was the work of a few seconds . They faced each other. Castro 
fired twice. Marquez then fired. The loss of Governor Castro is justly regretted, as 
a calamity to the frontier. He possessed superior executive qualities; his plans were 
indisputably pure and patriotic, and his disposition toward all men was kind and 
amiable. 16 
It is understood among near friends of the Governor that he thought well of and 
trusted Marquez, who in turn was a strong partizan [sic] of Castro: and this 
relation between them, coupled with the actual circumstances of their difficulty, 
tends to relieve that unfortunate man from the charge of assassination. 17 
Rufus K. Porter, correspondent for the San Francisco Call-
Bulletin, claimed that Jose Matias Moreno was the cause of 
Castro's murder. He wrote: 
While he remained safely in San Diego, and was generally respected here, his 
letters and emissaries were playing the very duece among the Mexicans below the 
line. He was the cause of the murder of General Jose Castro, beyond a doubt, and 
his representations to the authorities at Mazatlan caused the defeat and flight of 
Exparza, whose greatest crime was that he would not tolerate thieves, murderers 
and robbers in that portion of the Territory under his command. 18 
Captain Porter's report, biased as it was, clearly reflected the 
feelings of many Americans toward any Mexican who remained 
loyal to Mexico and who opposed the machinations of those who 
still hoped to annex Baja California to the United States of 
America. 
Feliciano Ruiz de Esparza was very pro-American and this fact 
was well-known in San Diego. Judge Benjamin Hayes wrote this of 
Esparza: 
In San Diego he certainly has friends, and professes his gratitude to them for 
sending him powder and ball when not long since he was about to be beseiged by 
Mendoza. 
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'But for this timely aid,' he said to me the other night, 'and the miracle of God, I 
would have been destroyed.' · 
I find the Americans here to be in his favor . Although they say little or nothing on 
the subject, the Californiana are against him, both here and in Los Angeles; and of 
this he plainly accuses Don Andres Pico, Don Jose Sepulveda and others, and 
charges Don Jose Matias Moreno to be the prime mover of the former expedition of 
Mendoza . Don Jose Matias Moreno is absent at San Francisco. His sister Dona 
Piedad, [Estudillo] seemed to have a secret pleasure in telling me that, according 
to late intelligence from the Mexican Consul, 200 men would soon come from 
Mazatlan to displace Esparza . Is this the work of Don Matias? He is celebrated for 
intrigue and management, and, unless I am mistaken, he has always had consider-
able influence in Mexico, although long a resident of San Diego. In his day, poor 
Don Juan Bandini often felt this pestilent influence, to his heavy cost, mentally 
and pecunearly~ 9 
Judge Hayes' attitude is but another indication of the prejudice 
that prevailed at this time. The fact that Don Juan Bandini's 
trouble with the Mexican government was based on an illegal act 
perpetrated by him, with the assistance of Jose Castro and later 
Esparza, apparently made little difference to Judge Hayes. He 
apparently closed his eyes to the fact that Mendoza had been 
appointed ]eje Politico de la Frontera and that Esparza refused to 
recognize the legal · demands made upon him. One can only 
conclude that Judge Hayes closed his eyes to the legal aspects of the 
matter and condemned Jose Matias for his strong; support of the 
Mexican government's position. The feeling for annexation was still 
running high and many Americans supported anyone who seemed 
to be pro-American; this, of course, Jose Matias was not. He was a 
loyal Mexican through and through; and he was determined to 
protect the interests of his country come what may. 
The pro-American attitude of Esparza is revealed during an 
incident that occurred at this time. Rumors had it that an Indian 
uprising was being fomented by Mendoza. Major Armistead of San 
Diego set out to investigate the rumor. He was met by Esparza and 
the two joined forces and continued along the border. At one point 
their route led them across the border into Mexico. Major 
Armistead was reluctant to cross into Mexico fearing an interna-
tional incident. Esparza spoke up and said, 'No hay lineal' [There 
is no line]. 
During this period there were many rumors regarding filibusters 
in Baja ~alifornia and those Mexicans, loyal to the Mexican 
government, were constantly on the alert to prevent an incident of 
this type. It was the feeling of many knowledgeable men that both 
Castro and Esparza had been too friendly with the Americans and 
had given them too many special privileges, most of them illegally. 
Of all these concerned people, the most concerned and the most 
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vociferous in his denunciations, was Jose Matias. He kept the 
Mexican government fully informed of what was taking place 
along La Frontera and for this reason was considered a trusted 
citizen, loyal to his fatherland . Of course, many Americans, some 
the object of his investigations, considered him a trouble-maker . 
The Mexican Consul in San Francisco, Don Jose Marcos 
Mugarrieta, wrote to Jose Matias on January 3, 1860, saying that 
he had met Don Jose Castro on the street and that he was accom-
panied by Juan Julio Morner and an other conspirator. He closed 
his letter with these words: 
Ojala que pronto se aseguro Ia paz en Baja California! [God grant that peace will 
soon be secured in Baja California. ] 20 
On the death of Castro, Feliciano Ruiz de Esparza took over the 
office of ]eje Politico de la Frontera, .doing so without legal sanc-
tion. In an effort to give an appearance of legality to his act he 
called for an election and ordered all male residents of the border 
district to report to the commandant's residence at El Sauzal by 
April 20, 1860. This order was so urgent it allowed for no 
exceptions . 
When all were assembled, Esparza had his soldiers vote first, 
setting an example. It was wise for others to follow. As a result of 
this election, Esparza declared himself ]eje Politico de la Frontera. 
As soon as this formality was completed, he sent soldiers to track 
down and shoot, on the spot, the individuals who had not 
presented themselves at the election. These were his political 
opponents whom he had taken prisoner earlier and wished to 
execute; but he was prevented from doing so by Jose Castro who 
had released them on their promise to come to his aid if he needed 
them. This, of course, was against the expressed desire of Esparza 
who wanted them executed. Now that Castro was dead there was 
no one to exercise a control on his bloodthirsty intentions, so he 
ordered his soldiers to search for all who had failed to attend the 
'election' and kill them . 
On August 22, 1860, a group of soldiers returned with five 
prisoners: Salomon Pico, Andres Fuentes, Hilario Albitre (Jose 
Ylario Alvitre), Miguel Perez and Juan Melendez (usually spelled 
Melendrez, sometimes Melendres or Melindes). Four were 
immediately executed while the fifth (Melendez) was spared, due 
to the intercession of a Catholic Priest, Abbe Henry J. A. Alric. 
The same day another group of soldiers brought in four more 
prisoners: Luis Lobos (Lobo), Jose Romero, Antonio Alipas, and 
Juan Avila . All were executed by order of Esparza . 
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On the twenty-third, more soldiers arrived bringing three pris-
oners: C. Romero, A. Varela and an unknown stranger. The 
soldeirs reported that they had shot and killed S. Ortega when he 
resisted capture . The three men brought in were immediately 
executed without giving them a chance to say anything in their 
own defense. 21 
These bloody reprisals, coupled with the recent execution of 
three Indians for an insignificant theft, caused great alarm among 
the honorable inhabitants of the area; and many fled across the 
border to the United States where they felt reasonably safe. The 
twelve senseless killings solidified the determination of friends and 
relatives to revenge themselves against Esparza. However, for the 
moment, they had to suppress their anger and await an oppor-
tunity to avenge themselves. 
Juan Mendoza, when he was unable to defeat Esparza in armed 
conflict , committed a series of depredations along La Frontera that 
alienated many of his friends, even Jose Matias Moreno, who 
disapproved of his actions. Many Americans were especially 
vehement against Mendoza. Among the most outspoken were 
Captain Rufus K. Porter and Judge Benjamin Hayes; Porter, 
perhaps, because Esparza had helped him in a lawsuit, brought in 
San Diego, by Jose Sainz, on May 19, 1860, regarding the large 
land grant Porter had received, illegally, at Sauzal de Camacho, 
Baja California . This had been granted by Jose Castro which 
action was defended by Esparza. 
Benjamin Hayes recorded, in rather glowing terms, his 
impression of Esparza whom he chanced to meet in a San Diego 
hotel. Regarding that meeting, Hayes said: 
The Cholo! So I hear Californians speak of him. It is a word used in contempt and 
applied chiefly to those who are from Guadalajara. His appearance answers to the 
word, at first glance, and he may be a native of that State. But he does not deserve 
to be treated disparagingly, whatever opinion may be entertained as to the 
lawfulness, or expediency, of the principal act which excites so much indignation 
amongst the Californians. The night of my arrival at San Diego, he came up from 
New Town and entered the hotel at a late hour, in company with a mutual friend, 
Don Jose Maria Bandini. I was introduced to him . A remark of some bystander led 
him into a narrative to which I listened until the end, taking more interest in the 
man himself than in the detail of little events. One could discover nothing braga-
docio about him . He has an agreeable voice, natural, graceful gestures, black 
sparkling eyes which seemed to soften, while the lip compressed itself slightly, 
when he spoke of the death of twelve men by his order: 
"Caramba, yes, I know I compromised myself, and the whole country," he 
retired a few steps, drawing a light cloak over his shoulders, and pausing a 
moment, as if in thought, continued, "yes , it was a compromiso de demonio!" 
I confess, as he uttered this expression I concurred with him . It was the very devil's 
deed, if he shed innocent blood, or if the necessities of what territory did not 
supersede law~ 2 
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Whether or not these two, and many like them, were prejudiced 
in their judgement of Mendoza it is problematical; but it is an 
established fact that Mendoza did acquire a bad reputation, made 
worse when he fled to Sonora to avoid capture. 
On May 8, 1861 , Jose Matias Moreno wrote to the Mexican 
Consul, in San Francisco. He said: 
Mendoza has entered Sonora, it seems, with 3-4 of his staff. If he comes here I 
shall send him to La Paz to give account; for sake of honor he will doubtless do it . 
When Benito Juarez, President of Mexico, learned what was 
happening in La Frontera, he ordered General Placido Vega to 
install Jose Matias Moreno as ]eje Politico de la Frontera. This he 
did sending two hundred soldiers from Sinaloa to restore order. 
When Federal troops arrived, Esparza knew that he was beaten. 
He secured passage on the American vessel Esmeralda which was 
anchored at San Quintin. On March 16, 1861, he embarked for 
the Island of Guadalupe, which had been granted by Jose Castro, 
taking with him his family of four, his brother-in-law with a 
family of six and Jesus Maria Barrera. 24 
With the installation of Jose Matias Moreno as ]eje de la 
Frontera, on March 11, 1861, peace once more returned to this 
strife-torn land. 25 
From this brief background it can be seen that when Jose Matias 
Moreno took office as ]eje Politico de la Frontera, he inherited a 
great many unsolved problems, many of which were to plague him 
throughout his term of office. 
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These publications are still available from the Pacific Center: 
Monograph Series I 
2 Jedediah Smith, fur trader from Ohio by D. W. Garber 
3 Cheyenne and Sioux compiled by Ronald Limbaugh 
4 Martin Murphy, Jr. by Sr. Gabrielle Sullivan 
5 King, Of the Mountains by James Shebl 
6 William Mulholland by Robert Matson 
Monograph Special I 
Kassai, the story of Raoul de Premorel, African 
Trader by R. R. Stuart 
Daddy-Boy, Inscriptions by Jack London to his wife 
$4.50 
5.50 
4.50 
4.50 
7.00 
7.50 
Bessie Maddern London 5.00 
Monograph Number One, Owens Valley As I Knew It by R. Coke Wood 
is available only when purchased with the entirety of Series One. 
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Jedediah Strong Smith: 
Escapist or Capitalist 
LESLIE G. FuNG 
Many noted historians have written extensively of the exploits 
and adventures regarding the unique fur trapper Jedediah Strong 
Smith. These editions have documented his life beginning with his 
birth on January 6, 1799 at the little village of Jericho, New York 
to his violent death along the Cimarron River on May 11, 1831. 1 
Many of these accounts depicted Diah Smith as a young energetic 
God-fearing boy with backwoods experience and a first rate fur 
trapper with courage, cunning and wisdom. However, few studies 
have attempted to use Diah Smith as a case study to investigate the 
motives of the 19th century fur trapper. Several stereotypes have 
been put forth to generalize about the fur trapper or mountain 
man. Yet few have attempted to apply theory to specific indi-
viduals. In the following analysis an attempt will be undertaken to 
shed some insight as to why Jedediah Strong Smith became a fur 
trapper and also to incorporate his motives into the established 
stereotypes put forth by historians. 
The traditional stereotype of the mountain man is an escapist. 
The Webster dictionary defines escapism as "habitual diversion of 
the mind to purely imaginative activity or entertainment to escape 
from routine or reality." 2 To be sure the mountain man did not 
while away his time in purely imaginative endeavors. However, he 
was habitually diverted from the reality and routines of society. 
In a recent article, Hague has elucidated two theories of 
escapism as it applies to the mountain man : the western hero and 
the hedonist. 3 The western hero can be seen as the rugged indi-
vidualist roaming and hunting where he pleased in order to seek 
new experiences however perilous. They loved their freedom and 
as Irving wrote were 
·· .. . hardy, lithe, vigorous and active; extravagant in word, and thought, and 
deed, heedless of hardship; daring of danger; prodigal of the present, and 
thoughtless of the future." • 
Their lives were a constant and direct association with nature; 
moreover it was the wilderness that they much preferred over the 
dull life of settled communities . 
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John Colter is one of the earliest examples of the western hero. 
On the homeward journey of the Lewis and Clark expedition in 
1806, the expedition encountered two American trappers in the 
upper Missouri . John Colter, a member of the expedition, who had 
for 27 months been denied the comforts of normal living and for 
the past 15 months had been suffering the extraordinary hardships 
of the transmountain journeys, eagerly begged permission to 
accompany the trappers. 
The following year, April19, 1807, Manuel Lisa set out towards 
the Yellowstone . He commanded the first American fur trapping 
expedition out of St. Louis. Later he encountered a lone canoeman 
on the Platte heading downriver. It was John Colter. He had spent 
the past winter trapping the precise area to which the expedition 
was proceeding . Since leaving civilization with Lewis and Clark in 
the spring of 1804 he had for three long years been subjected to all 
the rigors, hardships, and dangers of existence on the farthest 
wilderness. Yet without much arguement Lisa easily persuaded 
Colter to once again turn back toward the mountains. Clearly 
Colter has no desire to miss any opportunity for new adventure 5 
The hedonist on the other hand is described by Hague as the 
pleasure seeker, lover of women and liquor and generally an indi-
vidual who enjoyed the companionship and excitement of 
adventure. Many trappers who sought the mountains as an escape 
from the laws of society fall into this class. Such individuals are 
seen early in the trapping trade. 
In William Ashley's first fur expedition three compatriots settled 
down to spend the winter of 1822 at the mouth of Musselshell. 
These three men illustrated the hedonist character. Carpenter, 
Talbot and Mike Fink were to have a fateful encounter that 
winter. Mike Fink, the most noted character among the trio is 
described by Berry as "a lying, sadistic, foul mouthed braggart, a 
trecherous and murdering psychopath. . . . " 6 
At the winter camp, so the story goes, Carpenter and Fink got 
into a brawl over a woman . It was made up, but broke out afresh 
when they returned to the Yellowstone fort (Fort Henry) the next 
spring. Made up again; in testimony of their friendship, Fink 
proposed that he and Carpenter resume one of their old friendly 
games, one shooting a cup of whiskey off the others head. A flip of 
the coin decided Fink shall have the first shot; Carpenter informed 
Talbot he was about to die, marched bravely out and faced Fink . 
With the sound of the shot Carpenter pitched forward on his face. 
He had been shot in the center of his forehead, an inch and a half 
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above the eyes .. A little later Talbot shot Fink in retribution and 
was himself drowned trying to swim the Teton River. 7 
The more recent stereotype of the mountain man is the ex-
pectant capitalist. Goetzmann in a recent article had defined the 
mountain man as a man of his times; a Jacksonian man. 
Goetzmann writes "Jacksonian man, was an expectant capitalist, a 
hardworking ambitious person for whom enterprise was a kind of 
religion." 8 The historical accounts of the fur trade seem filled with 
characters acting as expectant capitalists. These men, mostly 
employed by a company, sought out the fur trade as a means to 
build capital, and as soon as enough wealth was accumulated they 
left the mountains to assume their new places as respectable 
mem hers of society. 
For example, William L. Sublette, in 1822, answered W. Ashley's 
call for "enterprising young men" and became a mountain man 
in Ashley and Henry's Rocky Mountain Fur Company. In 1826 he, 
with Smith and Jackson, bought out Ashley and succeeded to his 
business under the firm name of Smith, Sublette and Jackson. This 
firm after a fair ~apital gain was dissolved in 1831. However, in 
1832, Sublette and Robert Campbell formed another partnership 
which lasted ten years and was the only serious opposition to the 
overpowering American Fur Company. By 1840 Sublette was 
living comfortably on his farm on the outskirts of St. Louis and 
was becoming a prominent political figure. Sublette was 
independently rich when he died in 1845. 9 
Thus as an expectant capitalist, W. Sublette seemed to have 
succeeded. He evolved from a mountain man to entrepreneur to 
businessman to a wealthy prospective politician. The expectant 
capitalist was not in the mountains to enjoy the wilderness or to 
seek new adventure; nor was he there to discover new passages or 
explore the unexplored. He was there to make money and the 
adventures, explorations and hardships were all for the purpose of 
increasing the opportunity to place himself at the top instead of at 
the bottom of the conventional social and economic ladder. 
So far we have seen that the fur trapper can be cast into three 
basic stereotypes: the western hero who appears continually 
enraptured by the land, the hedonist who may find occasion to 
marvel at the magnificence of his surroundings, and the expectant 
capitalist who sees the mountains and Indians only as obstacles to 
the pursuit of .his ultimate goal. However, few mountain men 
conform rigidly to these casts. Moreover, their motives are usually 
a mixture of these stereotypes. How, for example did Jedediah 
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Strong Smith come to the mountains? Which stereotype did he 
conform to? Did he seek adventure and fortune or was he escaping 
from the responsibilities of his family and society? 
Jedediah Strong Smith was born in the little village of Jericho, 
New York on January 6, 1799. He was the sixth of fourteen 
children. On his father's side the Smith men were tall, vigorous, 
stern God-fearing Yankees; farmers and mechanics, accustomed to 
rugged frontier living. The Strongs· were also vigorous adventurers 
and challenged the barriers of the wilderness . Diah's great-great-
grandfather, Jedediah Strong, had been killed by Indians at Wood 
Creek, New York. His grandfather, Jabin Strong, had traveled 
through the wild tribes of what was then known as the West, and 
was distinguished among all men because he had accidentally gone 
over Niagara Falls, and lived to describe the experience. An uncle, 
David Strong, went to sea on the ship Smyrna, and never came 
back . 10 
As a boy young Smith was as adventurous and enterprising as his 
forefathers . He spent his early youth hunting deer and squirrel 
along the Susquehanna Valley in New York . At the age of 
fourteen, with his older brother Ralph, Jed was under the 
command of Commodore Perry in the Battle of Lake Erie during 
the War of 1812. Jed served as clerk on one of the ships. During 
the Smith's stay in Northeast Township, Erie County, Pennsyl-
vania, Jed was presented a book that may have influenced the rest 
of his life. According to Dale Morgan, it is said that Dr. Simmons, 
Jed's teacher and lifetime companion, presented the youth with a 
copy of the book published in 1814 of the journey of Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark to the Pacific. It is said that Jed carried 
this book on all his travels. 11 
In 1817 the Smiths moved again. This time to Green Township, 
then in Richland County, Ohio. Here Jed's adjustment to the 
pioneer community could not have been difficult. West of their 
property was a hilly section of land through which the Clear Fork 
of the Mohican flowed. It was a wild, unsettled and heavily 
timbered area affording excellent hunting and trapping. A few 
miles south of the Smith cabin a passenger pigeon rookery was an 
attraction which drew Indians and settlers who shot, clubbed and 
caught great numbers of birds. The temptation to visit the rookery 
and to participate in the sport would have been difficult for any 
young man like Jed to resist. 12 
In the winter of 1821, Jedediah Smith earneq fifty dollars hunt-
ing and trapping near the Rock River Rapids in Illinois, but this he 
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sent back to his parents. 13 These adventures and experiences of his 
youth had barely equipped Jed with the skills necessary for the 
hardships and rewards he was to receive during the next eight 
years. In the spring of 1822 Jedediah Smith went to St. Louis . He 
came upon an advertisement printed by the St. Louis Missouri 
Gazette and Public Advertiser: 
TO 
Enterprising Young Men 
The subscriber wishes to engage one hundred men, to ascend the river Missouri to 
its source, there to be employed for one, two or three years. -For particulars 
enquire of Major Andrew Henry, near the Lead Mines, in the County of 
Washington, (who will ascend with, and command the party) or to the subscriber 
at St. Louis. 
Wm. H. Ashley 19 
Thus we can see that Jed's frontier, backwoods youth had 
shaped a boy into a man of adventure and dreams. Perhaps it was 
the narrative of the adventures of Lewis and Clark that first stirred 
his imagination of the West. Certainly it can be said that at the 
time (1822) few men had ventured west of Missouri and returned 
to tell of their findings. West of Missouri were strange sights to be 
seen: natural curiosities, Indians different from those near the 
settlements, tales of buffalo herds covering the land for as far as 
the eye could see, and a vast, mysterious, unmapped territory. If 
in fact the motive for joining the Ashley expedition was to see these 
natural phenomena first hand, then we can call Jedediah Strong 
Smith a true western hero. The literature seems to support this 
theory. Dale Every wrote, 
"In a truer sense, however, he fully represented the frontier. Whenever confronted 
by the unknown, he was relentlessly driven by the impulse to know what lay 
beyond. He could never rest until he knew, and no difficulty or danger was ever 
sufficient to repel him .... " 
Every also wrote, 
''It was with these immense rewards in mind that Smith eagerly struck out into the 
unknown southwest . ... In any event, there awaited him the exhilaration of 
heading again into the country in which he had no idea what to expect beyond the 
next ridge." 15 
Can we conclude that Jed was in the mountains to explore and 
seek new adventure? Surely, his achievements as an explorer 
cannot be denied. In his eight years in the west, Jedediah Smith 
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made the effective discovery of the South Pass; he was the first 
-man to reach California overland from the American frontier, the 
first to cross the Sierra Nevada, the first to travel the length and 
width of the Great Basin, and the first to reach Oregon by a 
journey up the California coast. 
Harrison Dale wrote that, "a natural roving disposition, which 
has so frequently characterized the stock of which he came, with a 
determination to better himself, attracted Smith to this occupation, 
which seemed to offer so much in the way of adventure and 
profit ." 16 Thus many historians believed that Jed was in fact a true 
western hero; drawn to the mountains to seek adventure and to 
explore the unexplored . 
Jed's own letters appear to indicate that exploration was under-
taken in his expeditions. On July 12, 1827 he wrote a letter to 
General William Clark, 
"My situation in this country has enabled me to collect information respecting a 
section of the country which has hitherto been measurably veiled in obscurity to 
the citizens of the United States . I allude to the country S.W . of the Great Salt 
Lake west of the Rocky mountains." 17 
In another letter on October 29, 1830 he wrote to the Secretary of 
War to describe the land west of the Rocky's and the possible 
pioneer trail to the West and to Oregon; the South Pass. This letter 
also described the condition of the British settlement at Fort Van-
couver. He and Sublette encouraged the government to settle the 
area as the British had gained too much control in the area . 18 
Clearly, as an explorer, Jed's achievements are second only to those 
of Lewis and Clark, which may have first inspired him. 
However, there were other historians who dealt less with the 
romantic appeal of the mountains and investigated the economic 
rewards of the fur trade. A recent historian, D. W. Garber, has 
brought to light newly discovered information regarding the early 
part of Jed's life. 19 This recently discovered information may shed 
new insights regarding Jed's motives for entering the fur trade. It 
may be that the underlying factor which motivated Jed to the 
mountains was his family and their financial condition. Moore, in 
describing the frontier mind, supports this theory, Except to his 
family, the frontiersman ordinarily acknowledged no very strong 
allegiances." 20 Goetzmann may have alluded to another motivat-
ing factor which led Jed to the mountains. As an expectant 
capitalist Jed might have been "the trapper who hoped some day, 
if he hit it lucky and avoided the scalping knife, to be a landed 
gentleman of wealth and prestige." 21 
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Was Jedediah Smith in the mountains in an attempt to get rich? 
In one of his letters (Dec. 24, 1829) to Ralph, his older brother, 
he wrote, 
"My Brother, o.ur Parents must receive of our beneficence, and if Dr. Simmons is in 
want I wish him to be helped; I want, if it is your Power, that you should Place 
Ira, B. Paddock, and Nelson, at a good English school. . .. It is, that I may be able 
to help those who stand in need, that I face every danger-it is for this that I 
traverse the Mountains covered with eternal Snow ... . " 22 
Thus it seems that Jed did go to the mountains to seek a fortune. 
But contrary to the expectant capitalist, he wished his fortune to 
be spread among "those who stand in need" and not for himself. 
This may be due to his highly religious beliefs. 
Further support for Jed as an expectant capitalist may lie in the 
events of his youth. According to Morgan, the Smiths moved from 
Jericho because "according to the memory preserved in the 
community the elder Jedediah was detected passing counterfeit 
coin ." 22 Later during their stay in Richland County, more finan-
cial hardship fell upon the Smith family. The elder Smith lost 
money because wildcat bank notes could no longer be redeemed . 
He may have lost as much as $134.00. He filed legal action to 
recover his notes but there are no records presently available to 
show that he received any satisfaction for his claim. 24 
During the Smith's stay in Richland County, frontier life was 
hard. Jed Sr. was a tailor and made little money to support a large 
family. In the Ebenezer Rice Account Book, between 1819-1820, 
Jed Sr. earned only $2.38V2 from this one account. However, 
during this time there were few neighbors to tailor for. He may 
have tried to make ends meet by farming. The Green Township 
records show that on Dec. 9, 1817, Jed Sr. owned property. His 
land however, was heavily timbered and timbered and much hard 
work was required to convert it into profitable farmland . 
Further financial difficulties arose in 1820 when both Ralph and 
Jed Sr. were involved in separate law suits. Ralph and Solomon A. 
Simmons were engaged in a joint venture of some kind which 
ended in a law suit amounting to $1ll .54V2. Of this amount the 
records show that only $63.50 was ever paid. Jed Sr. in a separate 
law suit brought by "Edmond Ingmand, Senr. other under the 
style of Edmond Ingmand and Co." amounted to $85.12V2 . 25 
Only a year later in the spring of 1821 young Jedediah Smith left 
home to seek the fur trade; trapping along the. Rock River Rapids 
in Illinois. As mentioned earlier he made $50 that winter and sent 
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the money home in the spring of 1822. Was it for the law suit? It 
will never be known for what reason he sent the money because 
the money was never received by the family. It is not known 
whether Jed sent any more money home until 1829 when in a 
letter to Ralph he sent $2,200 to distribute to "those who stand in 
need ." 26 His last will stated that his father should receive $200.00 
annually for the rest of his life. 27 
Even during his years in the mountains Jed's activities appeared 
capitalistic. Mter only three years, 1822-1825, he became partners 
with W. Ashley. In the following year Jed succeeded him with the 
firm Smith, Sublette and Jackson. Regarding historical expeditions 
to California, Jed gave conflicting statements. To the United States 
plenipotentiary in Mexico he wrote that he started "for the purpose 
of hunting Ber"- but to General Clark he wrote that he went "for 
the purpose of exploring the country." However, the most remark-
able exlanation for this incredible expedition lies in Smith's 
statement to the U.S. plenipotentiary; that he started for beaver, 
and "not finding them plenty eno~gh to justify me in stopping, I 
pushed on ." 28 
Berry gives two explanations for this conClusion. First, there was 
the tenuous situation of the new partnership. They needed the 
beaver too badly; they could not spare men for a possibly 
unprofitable fall season. Secondly, there is good reason to believe 
they had received reports of the existence of a rich beaver country 
to the southwest of the Great Salt Lakes. 29 
While in California for the second time (1827), Jed seized the 
opportunity to capitalize on the cheap price of horses there. He 
found that horses in the mountains would sell for a minimum of 
$50 a head. In California they sold for only $10 a head. He sold his 
1826 catch of 1,600 lbs. of beaver in San Francisco for $3,920. Of 
this amount he spent $1,000 to buy 100 horses. The rest was used 
to reoutfit the homeward expedition. In the mountains the horses 
would bring a minimum return of $5,000 which would help cover 
some of the cost of the expedition. Unfortunately the horses never 
reached the mountains due to the Umpqua massacre. 30 
During the last two years of the firm Smith, Sublette and 
Jackson, Smith trapped diligently with Sublette in the hostile but 
beaver-rich Blackfoot country. By 1830 when the partnership was 
dissolved the firm had $84,500 to divide .among the partners; 
$17,500 per man. 31 
Jedediah Strong Smith: escapist or capitalist? The evidence 
shows that indeed he was both. His youth had bred a man eager 
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and adventurous. 
produced a man 
rewards. 
Nevertheless, his piousness and fi lial love 
who sought the mountains for its material 
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Erne5!tine Smutny - Book Review Editor 
A HISTORY OF THE LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS, by Paul Russell Cutright. 
(Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1976. 3llp., facsimile illus., appen-
dices, bibliog., index. $17.50) 
This is not simply another version of the Lewis and Clark journals, nor is it a 
history of the expedition. It is a history of the journals themselves and their various 
published versions. Bearing in mind Jefferson's repeated emphasis on careful and 
multiple accounts to be kept by members of the expedition, we may be amazed that 
the records were not published in toto immediately upon the expedition's return to 
the United States in 1806. Records in fact were lost, recovered, misplaced, split up, 
only to be rediscovered and published years later. 
It was 1814 before the first edition of the journals was published by Nicholas 
Biddle, a Philadelphia lawyer better known in history as a president of the Bank of 
the United States. Biddle had never seen the West which fell to his lot to interpret, 
but his version remained for almost a century the only authorized account of the 
expedition . Elliott Coues, ornithologist and doctor, in 1893 published a version of 
the Biddle book. Criticizing Biddle for taking liberties with the original manuscripts 
while taking liberties himself and even adding notes on the original documents, he 
nevertheless improved on Biddle. Coues's contribution is in his voluminous notes 
which reveal the scientific achievements of the expedition, largely ignored by 
Biddle, and in his lauding the explorers as pioneer naturalists. 
Reuben Gold Thwaites followed in 1904-1905 with a new edition based on the 
original journals that is still considered the prime source for students of the 
expedition. Yet, Cutright points out, the Coues edition was not rendered obsolete . 
Thwaites, a historian, wrote the best overall history of the expedition, but Coues still 
must be consulted for the natural history of the trek. Cutright, a retired biology 
professor who has published a number of works about Lewis and Clark as natural-
ists, is eminently qualified to draw this conclusion. 
Records kept by other members of the expedition also were published: Sergeant 
Patrick Gass's diary in 1807; Milo Milton Quaife's 1916 edition of Sergeant John 
Ordway's journal and a Lewis journal that historians had not known even existed: 
Ernest Staples Osgood's 1964 publication of some newly-discovered field notes of 
Clark's. Among a considerable number of new Lewis and Clark publications during 
the 1960's is a collection of letters and documents related to the expedition edited by 
Donald Jackson . Cutright considers Jackson's book second in importance only to the 
published original journals. 
Considering the complexity of Cutright's task, there are few flaws in the book. 
The most glaring is the complete absence of a conclu.ding -statement. An annotated 
listing of the diaries, journals, and other accounts that comprise the "Lewis and 
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Clark Journals" would have been most helpful. The author's frequent obeisance to 
Lewis and Clark scholars and students is a bit distracting, as in "This fact is well 
known to Lewis and Clark scholars." On the other hand, this may be a strength 
since the book will find its largest readership among that select group . 
The book could be most interesting to historians who will best appreciate the 
agonies and delights of the editor as prospector, organizer, wheedler and writer. 
Cutright's account of Thwaites's relationships with the American Philosophical 
Society, who held the principal original journals, and his publisher, Dodd, Mead and 
Company, are especially interesting and, indeed, for the initiate, filled with drama . 
The author has done a first-rate job of research and writing. This is the sort of 
historical record that should be written once, well . Cutright's book will suffice. 
Harian Hague, San Joaquin Delta College. 
CLUES TO AMERICA'S PAST, prepared by the Special Publication Division, 
National Geographic Society. (Washington, D .C., The Society, 1976. 199p., 
illus . (part col.), maps, index. $4.75) 
In the excitement of the Bicentennial, the National Geographic Society has pre-
pared a series of publications depicting America through the centuries. This 
particular contribution embodies a close look at the prehistoric development that 
took place in the United States long before the Declaration of Independence. A series 
of short and up-to-date articles about the clues to America's past has been prepared 
by several staff writers of the Geographic staff. 
The first half of the book is devoted to exploring the achievements of the Native 
Americans . A professional would see many gaps in the presentation, while serious 
researchers and historians will turn to more scholarly readings. However, for 
children, teenagers or adults with an interest in archaeology the book exhibits charm 
and interest. The articles strike a balance between some of the important finds from 
across the continent in the last decade. Facts are skillfully blended to give the reader 
a glimpse into a past that few modern Americans know existed. 
The concluding chapters deal primarily with the historic period, from the age of 
exploration to the recent past (ca. 1900 A.D.). Here, historic archaeology blends 
with the pen of the historian to reveal highlights of the recorded past . Little new or 
startling information is presented, but the superb photographs, maps and illustra-
tions make this book a handy pictorial of America's proud heritage and a fitting 
salute to the Bicentennial. As such, the book would make a nice gift to the young, 
aspiring historian or arc~eologist. Michael Seelye, San Joaquin Delta College 
HOLLYWOOD DIRECTORS, 1914-1940, by Richard Koszarski. (New York, Ox-
ford University Press, 1976. 364p., illus., index . $13.95) 
Fifty essays by as many director/writers make up the contents of this extraordi-
nary book, which begins with a prophetic chapter by film pioneer Edwin S. Porter, 
director of "Life of an American Fireman" (1903), and ends with a most perceptive 
essay by George Cukor, who directed Garbo in "Camille" in 1937. 
Goethe's admonition, "Artist, create; don't talk" applies equally well to directors 
who write, and probably explains why some of these essays are so pedestrian while 
others are so instructive and inspiring to film buffs and would be cinematic directors 
alike. That no talented person can become a director by graduating from a film 
school is given the lie by Koszarski, who looks ahead to the contemporary Francis 
Ford Coppola, graduate of UCLA's film department and director of "The God-
father," one of the most commercially successful flicks of all time. 
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Of particular interest to this reviewer were essays by D. W. Griffith, Charles 
Chaplin, F. M. Murnau, Buster Keaton and Harold Lloyd. Extra reader bonuses 
include an illuminating preface by Francois Truffaut and the author's introduction 
to each piece. Frank Jones, University of the Pacific 
INDIAN ART OF THE NORTHWEST COAST: A DIALOGUE ON CRAFTS-
MANSHIP AND AESTHETICS, by Bill Holm and Bill Reid. (Seattle, Univer-
sity of Washington Press for the Institute for the Arts, Rice University, 1976. 
263p., illus. (part col.), bibliog., notes. $20.00) 
Most material that surveys the art of the Northwest Coast Indian has been 
published since World War II, and with the exception of pre-war writers Franz Boas 
and Bruce Inverarity, most of the publications have been repetitious catalog descrip-
tions with somewhat vague identifying labels. Here is a book that is refreshingly 
different. 
Authors Bill Holm, a dancer-singer-carver in Kwakiutl ceremonies, and Bill Reid, 
a Haida Indian carver-artist, have joined together in a tape-recorded dialogue as 
they examine the deMenil collection of Northwest Coast Indian art on loan to Rice 
University . It is a modest collection with some outstanding masterpieces, and as an 
exhibition is fairly representative of the Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian, Bela Coola, 
Kwakuitl, Nootka and Coast Salish tribes . 
Each piece in the exhibit (over 100) is examined by Holm and Reid and discussed 
as one artist talking to another. What comes through is a subtle interplay of thought 
and feeling from two dedicated aficionados with dissimilar backgrounds. Bill 
Holm, the outsider but devoted convert to Kwakuitl culture has thoroughly 
analyzed and synthesized the elements of design and is the author of the definitive 
book on the subject (NORTHWEST COAST INDIAN ART: AN ANALYSIS OF 
FORM) . He is also the curator of Northwest Coast Indian Art at the Thomas Burke 
Memorial Washington State Museum. His comments reflect a catholic taste and 
appreciation that seek for an understanding of a disappearing way of life. He speaks 
from firsthand experience of having used the dance paraphernalia, of having carved 
his own masks . He is knowledgeable in technique, material, history and culture, 
and is well acquainted with other collections of comparable objects. One of the 
unusual features of this book is the inclusion of illustrations of objects referred to in 
the dialogue which are not in the exhibit. 
Bill Reid, the insider, is able to move freely from object to object, criticize what 
he doesn't like and respond directly and incisively to forms that move him. After all, 
this is the world in which he grew up and his comments convey a feeling of security 
in tribal culture highlighted by the selective eye of an extremely gifted artist. Yet in 
spite of the author's expertise, many of the pieces pose more problems than solutions 
as to use, origin and intent of the maker. 
An exquisite gold chest made by Reid is in the exhibit and shows the extent to 
which Northwest Coast Indian designs can be pushed in expressiveness. What is sur-
prising is the smallness of the chest, 2'!. inches long, but the reader would never 
guess this from the photograph. None of the plates have accompanying dimensions, 
and I consider this a serious shortcoming in the layout of the book . They are found 
separately in the back, and when it is the intent to bring to life these works of art, 
knowing scale in relation to the human body is important. The reader should be 
forewarned to study first the last page in the book, which deals with the explanatory 
design diagram and makes clear dialogue references to "Formlines," and subsequent 
aesthetic value judgements. A Northwest Coast map showing tribal location is 
lacking and with the many references to Northern influences, a clearer understand-
ing would be gained with its inclusion . 
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However, the introductory chapter by Edmund Carpenter on the history of col-
lecting Northwest Coast art is a delightful surprise which, among other things, 
traces the role of the New York Surrealists in the 1940's when they focused our 
attention on this culture as one that had produced truly great works of art. One 
hopes that this handsome book leads to a more serious investigation of some of the 
comments dropped casually in the dialogue, e.g., on page 52 in reference to steel 
bladed daggers by Holm: "Japanese were imported to make steel adze blades, 
daggers, spear points." Where did this information come from, and what time 
period is being referred to? It is difficult to ask scholars for footnotes when they are 
being tape recorded during an impromptu dialogue! But even with the few 
deficiencies mentioned, I found this book informative and a pleasure to read . 
Allen C. Wilcox, Callison College, University of the Pacific 
CUSTER IN '76: Walter Camp's Notes on the Custer Fight, edited by Kenneth 
Hammer. (Provo, Utah, Brigham Young University Press, 1976. 303p., illus., 
maps. $10.95) 
The battle at the Little Big Horn River has become the most famous Indian fight 
in American history, and as such has been intensively researched and voluminously 
chronicled. Consequently, we are indeed fortunate to have published in the centen-
nial year of Custer's Last Stand a volume of little-known primary source material on 
the famous engagement. 
Walter Camp, an editor of The Railway Review, had an avid interest in Indian 
life, and in the Little Big Horn fight in particular. Accordingly, Camp strove to 
interview as many of the survivors of the battle, both Indian and white, as he could, 
and by 1925 he had amassed a great deal of material and information. 
Unfortunately, Camp died before he was able to publish his records, and they 
were dispersed by his widow among private collections and libraries. It was not 
until 1972 that the Harold B. Lee Library at Brigham Young University obtained 
the bulk of this material, and here Kenneth Hammer was able to edit this volume of 
a portion of Camp's invaluable notes. Included are eyewitness accounts of officers 
and men of the 7th Cavalry, Indian scouts who accompanied the 7th and, perhaps 
most interesting of all, interviews with eight of the Indians who took part in the 
fight. 
Much of this new material is sure to cause controversy. For instance, a statement 
hy one of the Indians that he saw some of Custer's men shooting each other, and two 
accounts of the cavalry acting "like men intoxicated or beside themselves, as they 
fired in the air without taking aim." 
Included with the texts of the interviews is much helpful supplementary material, 
such as maps, photographs, and muster rolls of the 7th . This book is an important 
and fascinating collection of previously unpublished primary source material on one 
of the most famous events in American history, and will prove useful to scholars and 
laymen alike. Thomas Carter, California State University, San Jose 
GENERAL CUSTER'S LIBBIE, by Lawrence A. Frost. (Seattle, Superior Publish-
ing Co., 1976. 336p., illus., ports., footnotes, index. $19.95) 
This book is the story of the life of Elizabeth Bacon Custer and, through her eyes, 
that of her husband George A. Custer. Although she was an interesting and strong 
personality in her own right, most readers will find of greatest interest that portion 
of the book which details her life with the flamboyant and controversial "Boy 
General." 
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The author has based his book primarily on the extensive correspondence carried 
on by Libbie and her husband. Through this correspondence, the reader emerges 
with the picture of a devoted and loving husband and an equally loving and 
adventurous wife, who willingly shared the hardships and dangers inherent in life 
with such a man as Custer. Upon her husband's death in 1876, Libbie devoted much 
of the rest of her life to perpetuating her husband's memory, and to defending it 
against Custer's detractors . 
The book can be divided into three nearly equal parts: Libbie's life prior to her 
marriage, her life with the general, and the remaining fifty years of her life spent as 
Custer's widow. The main strength of this work is also a weakness: that is, the 
richness of detail which the author has injected into his book. While students of 
Custer and the West will delight in the trivia brought to light by the letters which 
Libbie wrote to her husband and friends, the flavor which such detail adds to the 
narrative may seem a bit overdone to the general reader. 
The author has done a commendable job in drawing all his resources together into 
a cogent narrative. The book is profusely footnoted and well indexed, with a great 
many helpful photographs and illustrations. 
Dr. Frost has written the first and perhaps the definitive biography of Elizabeth 
Bacon Custer. In doing so, he has provided his readers with an unusual portrait of 
George Custer and the woman who shared his life, and as such General Custer's 
Libbie should be welcomed by Custer's devotees. 
Thomas Carter, California State University, San Jose 
EVERYWHERE WEST THE BURLINGTON ROUTE, by Patrick C. Dorin. 
(Seattle, Superior Publishing Company, 1976. 173p., illus., maps, tables, fac-
sims., index. $14.95) 
Patrick Dorin has produced another very thorough and readable work in his on-
going series for Superior Publishing. The Burlington is a railroad which occupies a 
special place in American railroad history; it was perhaps the most successful of 
those many lines which opened up and efficiently served the agricultural heartland 
of this country. As a railroad company the Burlington makes a fine subject for a 
study of this scope - and Mr. Dorin has done the line justice with his complete review 
of its history from 1850 to today. 
The Burlington was a great innovator in passenger service changes in the 1930's, 
pioneering the use of diesel traction and lightweight streamliners. For this important 
phase of Burlington history this book excels, giving us full details with splendid illus-
trations of the many "Zephyrs" which gave class and style to the Route of the 
Zephyrs. But all aspects of Burlington activity are covered: the important commuter 
lines in the Chicage area, freight services, the Burlington subsidiary companies, and 
the relations with the G.N. and N.P., the close association which led to the 
formation of the Burlington Northern in 1970, the largest and one of the most 
successful railroads in the country today and the subject of the closing chapter. 
While there are some more scholarly studies of the Burlington and its associated 
lines, this book is a well illustrated and valuable reference work which should be in 
the library of every railfan and western historian. Roger Barnett, College of the 
Pacific, UOP 
THE RAILROADERS, by the Editors of Time-Life Books, with text by Keith 
Wheeler. (New York, Time-Life Books, distributed to libraries and schools by 
Silver Burdett, 1973. 240p ., illus. (part col.), ports., maps, facsims ., picture 
credits, bibliog., index. $10.60) 
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Time-Life Books usually do not fail to give us a well presented study, and the 
romance of the railroad in the 19th century history of the United States has inspired 
the editors to great heights in this particular case. This work covers American rail-
roading in the West from the 1850's and the Pacific railroad surveys through to the 
end of the century. The scope is therefore somewhat more limited than the title 
implies. 
The first two chapters summarize the work of the proponents of the transconti-
nental railroad, the surveys, and the actual construction of the Union Pacific, with 
some reference to the other Pacific lines. Much of this history has obviously been 
frequently written up elsewhere - but there are few, if any, places where it has been 
done so succinctly and in such readable and warm prose. These two chapters are 
good history, well illustrated with multi-colored maps, facsimiles of contemporary 
material, and many contemporary illustrations and photographs (some of which we 
have seen before, but many of which have been carefully unearthed from archive 
collections). 
The last three chapters, the second half of the book, are much more original. 
They deal with, respectively, the conditions of travel to the West in the 19th 
century, the life and hardships of railroad workers, and the role of the railroads in 
promoting settlement and economic development. Very effective use is made of 
contemporary sources - the reports,. books, and diaries of travellers of the period, 
and the diaries and memoirs of railroad workers. These sources are so well handled 
that we can feel with both the traveller and the worker the sense of hardship and 
endurance and also the sense of adventure and exploration that their own writings 
bring out. This section too is amply illustrated with photographs, reproductions of 
contemporary prints, paintings, posters, and the like - and here, even more than in 
the earlier section, the photographs have been carefully researched in archives. 
My only feeling of dissatisfaction came right at the end of the book, when the clos-
ing chapter, which had the difficult job of summing up the late 19th century, 
tended to become spotty and finally fizzle out. Admittedly, it is not easy to wind up 
a book such as this in style, but it could have ended with more of a bang. 
Roger Barnett, College of the Pacific, UOP 
THE POPULATION OF THE CALIFORNIA INDIANS, 1769-1970, by Sherburne 
F. Cook. With a Foreword by Woodrow Borah and Robert F. Heizer. (Berkeley, 
University of California Press, 1976. 222p., graphs, tables, references, bibliog., 
index. $12. 75) 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE CALIFORNIA INDIAN AND WHITE CIVIL-
IZATION, by Sherburne F. Cook. (Berkeley, University of California Press, 
1976. 522p., tables, index. $6.95) . 
Sherburne Cook has long been recognized for his detailed and often contro-
versial work on aboriginal populations in North America and the Caribbean. In this 
posthumous volume are presented six original essays dealing with various aspects of 
the social demography and population dynamics of California Native Americans 
over the last two centuries. His conclusions, backed by a meticulous sifting and 
analysis of a wide variety of records (including available mission, census, and 
archeological materials), claim that the number of California Indians upon 
European contact was 310,000. This figure is considerable above A: L. Kroeber's 
(1925 estimate of 125,000 and larger than Merriam's (1905) estimate of 260,000; 
only Baumhoff (1963) has suggested a greater original population of 350,000. If one 
accepts his figures, and his research is impressive, the implications of his conclusions 
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are far-reaching. First, it affects the prior interpretations of subsistence levels and 
population densities. The carrying capacity of early California's biotic zones must 
have been much higher than many systems biologists and ecological anthropologists 
have suspected. Furthermore, the surpluses apparently available from relatively 
low-energy utilization of hunting and gathering resources must have been substan-
tial. The various models upon which the earlier, lower population estimates were 
based may therefore need to be revised. An important corollary is that while the 
methods of food procurement may have been technologically primitive they were 
effective, resting upon a profound understanding of the environment which was 
culturally transmitted for thousands of years. The depth of the California Indian's 
knowledge of his natural world is only recently becoming recognized. However, it is 
one thing to superficially assert that the Indians lived in harmony with nature and 
quite another to demonstrate the mechanisms and techniques which allowed them 
to so successfully exploit the plants, mammals, insects, wild fowl, fish, and crus-
taceans of their territory. 
Another implication of the 310,000 persons figure is that the decline and destruc-
tion of the California Indian was even more massive than previously recognized. 
The number of Indians remaining in 1865 is accepted to be 25-30,000; by 1900 it 
was down to less than 20,000. By any criteria it is one of the most brutal genocidal 
ventures in recorded history. Cook cites the three major factors responsible for this 
rapid decline as: one, a continually constricting food supply and the Indian's 
inability to make a rapid shift to agriculture; two, the introduction and spread of 
disease which often carried off half or more of a tribe and; three, the subsequent 
social and physical disruption which followed and was itensified by food and 
disease factors. 
Those interested in a serious understanding of the California Indian will want to 
read this book not only because of its wealth of data and Cook's knowledgeable in-
terpretations, but because the impact of his study may go far beyond numerical 
analysis. The consequences of their rapid decimation and social dislocation still 
affect the majority of Native Americans. Also of interest to readers of this book will 
be his earlier pioneering essays from the !hero-Americana monographs (1940-43) 
which have been ·collected by University of California Press and reissued in a new 
paperback edition as The Conflict Between the California Indian and White 
Civilization. Bruce La Brack, Callison College, University of the Pacific 
NATIVE CALIFORNIANS; A Theoretical Retrospective, edited by Lowell John 
Bean and Thomas C. Blackburn . (Ramona, CA, Ballena Press, 1976. 453p., 
illus., tables, figures, bibliog. , sources. paper $6.95) 
There are probably few human groups who have been more intensively studied 
than the aboriginal populations of the area now known as California, from the 
Yurok of the northeast to the Yuma in the southwest. Yet, as the editors of this 
volume note, the sheer volume of the data seems to generate as many theoretical 
questions as it answers. New ethnographic and archeological materials are 
constantly being added to the already substantial base. Concurrently, new 
methodologies, techniques, and analytical frameworks are being applied not only to 
contemporary research but also to earlier records in an effort to either confirm or 
revise prior interpretations. Such work is difficult because from first white contact 
onward Indian society was placed under great stress, many bands and tribes being 
exterminated while others forcibly or voluntarily coalesced into 'artificial' social 
groups. Bean and Blackburn have chosen sixteen articles which address some of the 
broad, but fundamental, questions about Native American culture. All deal with 
areas in which there is an ongoing scholarly debate. In an effort to link and integrate 
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the various articles the authors have chosen to concentrate on the cultural anthro-
pology of the region, focusing generally on the "ethnographic present," a convention 
whereby pre-contact conditions are described without reference to subsequent 
events. The result is a kind of cultural 'snapshot' rather than a historical 'movie.' The 
articles cover such topics as ceremonial integration, kinship ties and political units, 
social organization and status differentiation, the rise of cultural complexity in a 
proto-agricultural economy, religious practices and attitudes, and adaptive 
responses to ecological settings. 
It is clearly a 'sampler,' meant for the more knowledgeable reader who already 
knows something about the complexity and diversity of early California Indian life. 
For the serious student of California Indians, it is a useful addition to the ever-
growing number of collections on Native American culture and the nature of its pre-
historic societies. For maximum benefit these articles should be read in conjunction 
with other excellent works such as Heizer and Whipple's The California Indians; the 
classic monographs of S. A. Barret, A. L. Kroeber, and E. W. Gifford; and the more 
recent work of S. F. Cook, J. H. Steward, R. Heizer, and that of the authors, Bean 
and Blackburn. 
The production of the volume is competent with an especially readable typeface. 
The addition of an index would have been helpful and some biographical data on 
the authors would have been welcome, particularly where their article involved 
recent fieldwork as well as analysis of earlier data. For those who enjoy theoretical 
deduction over pure description, this is a good set of readings, one which will 
certainly give the reader something to think, or even argue, about, because almost 
all the contributions examine areas which should generate debate and alternative 
hypotheses for many years to come. In the long run, that may be the volume's 
greatest contribution. Bruce La Brack, Callison College, University of the Pacific 
LOS ANGELES: BIOGRAPHY OF A CITY, by John and LaRee Caughey. 
(Berkeley, University of California Press, 1976. 509p., illus ., notes, bibliog. , 
index. $14.95) 
Comedians joke about it. Environmentalists issue warnings about it . Nobody 
knows what to do with it. 
What is it? 
The city of Los Angeles, of course. Named for the angels, it must live with the 
demons of its own paradoxical reputation as the best and worst of American cities. 
To compose a "biography" of this city, John and LaRee Caughey have assembled 
more than one hundred articles, essays and reports in chronological progression. 
Viewed in kaleidoscopic panorama, the sum of these individual "pictures" or 
fragments is a gradually revealed whole. More than that, it is also a time machine, 
capable of carrying the reader back and forth in history, from the primitive ships of 
sixteenth-century Spanish navigators sighting California's spacious "paradise" to the 
crowded and polluted megalopolis of today (the sight of which would probably 
make Cabrillo and Ascension hastily cross themselves in terror and pity) . 
Americans took many backward-looking glances during their Bicentennial year. 
The views on exhibit in this unusual biography tell us a great deal about what we 
have become and, more importantly, why . In the case of Los Angeles, the impres-
sion is one of too rapid growth, too little respect for nature, and, perhaps, too little 
regard for man. Is this an encapsulation of the American experience? At any rate, 
the question for the Los Angeles of today-as it will be for other great cities in 
America- is whether a city can survive its own progress, whether it can afford to 
postpone "genuinely metropolitan planning, redirection of science and technology 
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from war games to the life sciences and social sciences, a widespread restraint that 
will permit a regreening ... and, above all, recognition that there is an ecological 
imperative." 
The fate of Los Angeles, of California, of the West, and of the republic as a whole 
may ultimately depend on just such "recognitions" and their power to challenge 
wasteful assumptions of unlimited development and unplanned growth. 
Knowing that, the Caugheys' urban profile should be doubly valuable to 
historians who can see, beyond its clever chamber of commerce tour of past and 
present, the dimensions of "future shock" and of tomorrow in the making. Howard 
Lachtmann 
BAY AREA HOUSES, edited by Sally Woodbridge - introduction by David 
Gebhard with photographs by Morley Baer, Roger Sturtevant and others. (New 
York, Oxford University Press, 1976. 3llp., photographs, drawings, notes, archi-
tects' biographies, index. $29.95) 
Anyone who has traveled throughout California and who has an interest in dom-
estic architecture realizes that northern and southern parts of the state differ in 
environment and, consequently, in man-made buildings to fit the differing 
characteristics of the natural surroundings. The San Francisco Bay area is unique in 
its scenic qualities and, as such, has stimulated a great variety of architectural styles 
throughout its colorful years. 
Bay Area Houses is a handsome book consisting of six essays by six different writers 
and 291 photographs to illustrate the works of 60 architects whose houses dot the 
area from Monterey on the south Peninsula to Sea Ranch on the northern California 
coast . The bulk of the attention is spent on houses in the Berkeley-San Francisco area 
- as would be expected. 
One gets a series of clues regarding the editors' intentions when looking over the 
titles of the essays: "The Bay Area Tradition 1890-1918," "Life in the Dollhouse," 
"William Wilson Wurster: an Architect of Houses," "From the Large-Small House 
to the Large-Large House," "Mass-Producing California Architecture," and "The 
End of Arcadia ." The latter indicates that sylvan building sites are finite, space is 
• limited after all, and that the possibilities for future architectural excitement seem 
most promising in blending the new with the old - in other words, creative 
remodeling. In this way, the fabulous sites with spectacular outlooks can continue to 
be motivations for unusual, even great, domestic architecture. 
University of the Pacific people, and other Stockton residents, should be proud of 
the role played by William W. Wurster. He was born in Stockton in 1895 and, as the 
book emphasizes by alloting a section to his work, was generally recognized as the 
founder of the Bay Region Style of the 30's and 40's - sometimes called the redwood 
and glass-box era. He would have none of that "style" designation (given to him by 
none other than Lewis Mumford) . He preferred "atmosphere" or "tendencies" if 
need be, but mostly he preferred to speak of the problems and solutions without 
labeling them in a formal way. 
Another well known name in Bay Area house design was that of Bernard May-
beck, who came to the Bay Area in 1889. Maybeck designed in a number of modes, 
including the craftsman and the classical Beaux-Arts. During the 1920's he produced 
a number of important designs in the Spanish Colonial revival style. His masterpiece 
and best-known building, the 1910 Christian Science Church in Berkeley, which 
still stands, marked him as the "step-greatgrandfather (twice removed) of the 
Modern Movement ." He, too, had Stockton relations, and was the designer of so 
many houses that still stand around the Bay Area that those of us who live in the 
great San Joaquin Valley should be familiar with his outstanding works through 
visitation as well as by reputation. 
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Bay Area Houses is a beautifully produced volume that belongs in every Bay Area 
house as well as in the homes of all those who have a special interest in these creative 
pursuits that help to make the Bay Area special. Richard Reynolds, College of the 
Pacific, UOP. 
SKYSTONE AND SILVER, The Collector's Book of Southwest Indian Jewelry, by 
Carl Rosnek and Joseph Stacey. (Englewood Cliffs, Prentice Hall, Inc ., 1976. 
148p ., illus. (many col.) , glossary, index. $39.95) 
What does one say about a "master volume" other than to indicate that fact? 
Joseph Stacey , editor of Arizona Highways, one of America's most distinguished 
publications designed to promote a state's attractions, is noted for his special1974-75 
editions of the Indian Crafts Collector's series in that magazine. Carl Rosnek edits 
El Palacio (a quarterly journal of the Museum of New Mexico) and is senior editor 
and publisher of all popular and scholarly books published by the Museum. These 
two gentlemen have put together what must be the definitive book on Indian 
jewelry. With so much fake and "Indian-like" jewelry on the market, those 
interested in acquiring first-rate guidance in this trendy phenomenon would be well 
advised to obtain this book. Collectors with a more sophisticated approach to the 
matter of selection of Indian jewelry are sure to add this volume to their assembled 
literature on the subject. As a matter of fact, the book itself is a collector's item. Its 
photographs of all manner of jewelry are superb . Its advice in a series of 35 "mini-
chapters" covers the field from its earliest times to the current level of high fashion 
being accorded Indian jewelry. The two major parts of the text concern themselves 
with the historical background and collecting . In addition, there is a most valuable 
glossary of terms added to the text that is of real assistance in understanding the 
subject. 
Skystone and Silver is an absolutely outstanding contribution to the lore and 
magnetism of the Southwest . Richard Reynolds, College of the Pacific, UOP. 
THE AMERICAN INDIANS OF ABEITA, "His People." Introduction by Joseph 
Stacey, special dedication and song by Johnny Cash. (Scottsdale, Ariz., A Rick • 
Tanner Publication, 1976. 76p., 106 paintings in full color . $17.50, paper 
$9 .70) 
This publication makes no pretense at being a "book" in the ordinary sense. It 
could better be labeled a bound portfolio since there is no body of text aside from an 
introduction by Joseph Stacey (editor of Arizona Highways magazine), some dedi-
catory words by Johnny Cash (long-time friend of Jim Abeita), and a short medita-
tion dedicated to Abeita by Jean Flood. These few words help to set the scene, so to 
speak , but the essence of the book is Abeita's paintings of his people - the Navajos. 
Abeita is a full-blooded Navajo and at 28, to have done so much painting is 
remarkable . Although to have such feeling for his people and their natural environ-
ment is not so remarkable, what is unusual is that he has captured the ways of the 
Navajos, their profound beauty in both youth and age, and the regal dignity asso-
ciated with their sense of heritage. One has to be cautious in employing the term 
"genius" - as Joseph Stacey warns - but, at the same time, one also has to join him in 
admitting that the genius of the young Indian painter is reflected from every page. 
Even his ability to portray jewelry in a faithful way while keeping the whole 
""painterly" is outstanding. 
If one has preconceived notions as to the "typical" head associated. with the word 
Indian let Jim Abeita remove such ideas through these many portraits of men, 
women and children. The youngest ones are attractive in beguiling ways, the young 
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women are as beautiful as any Miss America ever paraded before the public, and the 
elderly are invested with qualities of strength and wisdom . 
While the "book" may be purchased as a soft cover (paperback), one would be 
penny-wise not to spend more and get the hard bound version. For those interested 
in Indian culture and lore, and for those who collect volumes of first-rate art, The 
American Indians of Abeita, "His People," should be acquired as soon as possible as 
these kinds of publications are not always available for long. Jim Abeita, remember 
that name - it is destined to rank with the best of American painters! Richard 
Reynolds, College of the Pacific, UOP. 
AN ENDURING HERITAGE - Historic Buildings of the San Francisco Peninsula, 
by Dorothy F. Regnery, Photographs by Jack E. Boucher . . . (Stanford Univer-
sity Press, 1976. ll7p., ill us., bibliog., index . $18.95) 
A glance at the dust jacket on this attractive book gives one inkling why so much 
of interest contained within involves Stanford University's history along with detail-
ed coverage of the Herbert Hoover home, later renamed the Lou Henry Hoover 
house- the volume was published by the Stanford University Press. Nonetheless, 
the material and photographs presented in part four, "Leland Stanford Farm, 
1870's-1900's," proved to be the most absorbing to read and view. 
An Enduring Heritage is the result of a combination of actions . First, the Junior 
League of Palo Alto developed the Community Heritage Project in the fall of 1972. 
Second, community volunteers studied local history, architecture, and methods of 
research. Then in 1973, a block-by-block survey of San Mateo County was under-
taken . Data on some 1,100 buildings with a claim to historic interest was accumu-
lated. Eventually, the researchers culled down the collection of the more important 
structures to 225. Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS), a division of the 
National Park Service of the Department of the Interior, joined in the project with a 
matching grant for a HABS survey of thirteen San Mateo County buildings chosen 
jointly by the Project and HABS. Members of the HABS reviewed the text for its 
architectural accuracy and HABS also supplied current photographs of all structures 
chosen, a much larger number than in the original contract . (The color photograph 
on the jacket could be taken for a modern super-realism painting- very striking!) 
The volume has two goals, according to Kathryn H. Kaiser, Chairman of the 
Community Heritage Project . "One is to record and document as of 1975 what one 
Project member has called 'the best of the last,' the chief remaining elements of the 
San Francisco Peninsula's architectural heritage." The other is "to supply a basis for 
preserving this heritage so far as may be possible against the ravages of time, 
neglect, and demolition." In identifying those structures which meet the heritage 
qualifications, researching background information about them, and portraying 
them at their best through the many fine photographs, Dorothy Regnery (with the 
able assistance of photographer Jack Boucher) has gone far toward accomplishing 
those two basic goals. In addition, the Stanford University Press has contributed a 
well put-together, no-nonsense example of book production . All participants in this 
project are to be congratulated on a job well done. Richard Reynolds, College of 
the Pacific, UOP. 
SANTA BARBARA ARCHITECTURE, From Spanish Colonial to Modem, Photo-
graphy by Wayne McCall, Text by Herb Andree and Noel Young, Foreword by 
David Gebhard . (Santa Barbara, Capra Press, 1975. 288p., illus., glossary, index 
of buildings and of architects. $30.00) 
"God gave us the country, man made the city." And what a city is Santa Barbara! 
Because of its special geographical situation between mountain and sea, Santa 
89 
Barbara became a kind of bedroom community . There is little or no industry: it is 
" ... a city of beautiful homes where owners and occupants, in a large measure, 
have passed the greater part of their lives in busy cities, but who have now come 
here to enjoy the fruits of their industry in peace and quiet." Those were the words 
of Frank Sands who, in 1895, wrote a small volume entitled Santa Barbara at a 
Glance. Santa Barbara is also the site of what is probably the state's most beautiful 
mission. The mission revival style is well represented throughout the area, but it is 
not the only clearly defined style. 
The book is organized chronologically in style categories from settlement days to 
the present. At least twenty-two such classifications are pictured and described. The 
photographs in black & white number over two hundred, and they are well done to 
cover so much in a single volume. Two years of research and thousands of 
photographs were studied and edited to produce this book of truly spectacular as 
well as environmentally suitable architecture. Probably no other single community 
is so rich in natural beauty combined with carefully planned structures - from 
bungalows to estates - as is Santa Barbara . This book does a real service in saving it 
all for posterity- in text and in pictures. The photograph on page 288 should not be 
overlooked, for it seems to say what every good photographer wants his pictures to 
say: "there is more here than at first meets the eye." 
Richard Reynolds, College of the Pacific, UOP. 
THE DIPLOMACY OF ANNEXATION: Texas, Oregon, and the Mexican War, by 
David M. Pletcher. (Columbia, MO, University of Missouri Press, 1973. 656p., 
maps, bibliog., index. $20 .00) 
The Diplomacy of Annexation covers the period between the Texas Revolution of 
1836 and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848 with special attention given to 
the diplomatic and military decisions of the Polk Administration and to the inter-
national context in which these decisions were made . 
Pletcher, of the University of Indiana, is concerned with the creative use of 
diplomacy to ease and to solve international tensions and problems . He concludes 
that President Polk used diplomacy neither creatively nor constructively. Polk, 
faithful Jacksonian that he was, personified the expansionist mood of the majority of 
Americans . He was the architect and the prime mover of expansionism, and history 
records that he did indeed deliver the goods. However, if his ends were clearly in 
sight, the means of achieveing them were but dimly seen. Consequently, he often 
came perilously close to danger and disaster without even realizing it. The Oregon 
question almost deteriorated into war with Great Britain early in 1846 because Polk, 
for the moment, chose to assume an Anglophobic posture rather than to negotiate. 
Amazingly, this intransigence occurred when war with Mexico appeared quite 
likely. Further, Polk could have easily lost Winfield Scott's army on the road from 
Veracruz to Mexico City. And, most important in the long run, Polk was tragically 
blind to the sectional animosities surrounding the Mexican War and the subsequent 
land cessions. 
The author rightly eschews the now too-fashionable "conspiracy thesis" of 
American diplomacy. He absolves Polk of concocting a Machievellian conspiracy all 
plotted out and choreographed to the last detail. Polk could not plot, for he could 
not plan . 
Pletcher is also interested in the international context of the Oregon, Texas, and 
Mexican War questions . As he so splendidly demonstrates, these were quarrels "in 
which both Britain, France, and occasionally Spain played lively roles, both 
political and economic." Sensitive to undermining their entente cordiale, Great 
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Britain and France were careful to avoid a falling out over matters in the Western 
Hemisphere. This meant that Mexico faced the "Colossus of the North" without 
European friends. Moreover , the anarchic and volatile political situation, the 
plague of secessionist plots, and the wretched state of the economy made Mexico a 
lost cause in the eyes of Great Britain and France. 
At times this book does become quite tedious . However, one concludes that this 
kind of study demands such comprehensiveness and detail. There is probably more 
here than the general reader really wants to know. The specialist will find this to be 
the definitive study of annexation and Mexican War diplomacy . Pletcher's multi-
archival research is thoroughly impressive. Henceforth, one cannot speak 
authoritatively about the Mexican War period without having read The Diplomacy 
of Annexation. 
LeRoy J. Votto, Merritt College and Skyline College 
JAMES J. HILL AND THE OPENING OF THE NORTHWEST, by Albro Martin. 
(New York, Oxford University Press, 1976. 676p ., illus., ports., maps, notes, 
bibliog., index. $19.50) 
"Americans have a special gift, possibly unique," C. P. Snow once observed, "for 
demonstrating the silliest and ugliest faces of their society. It always puzzles 
outsiders that there is surprisingly little reflection, in the high literary art of the 
United States, of people doing serious and disciplined work, particularly work of 
human concern. This lack has made for major misunderstanding in other 
countries." 
Albro Martin's biography of James J. Hill is one work, at least, which should 
correct the "misunderstanding" of which Snow complains. It offers both an intimate 
life and professional chronicle of one of the most truly extraordinary self-made men 
in American business and economic history, and it does so with the kind of clear and 
compelling storytelling that is almost unknown in histories of this scope. 
Martin's book is a particularly ingratiating example of "high literary art"- or to 
be precise, of the fine art of biography. Its central inquiry is the life of a successful 
man; its symbolic focus is the vanished species of American Hero. 
Jim Hill's "serious and disciplined work" provided the railroad (the Great North-
ern) that opened much of the American Northwest to exploration, cultivation and 
settlement; Martin's work in charting the terra incognita of Hill's complex career is a 
similarly epic labor. In his book, the captains and kings of American Empire live 
again in all their entrepreneurial glory, men whose avowed lust for rights and power 
(and profits) did not defeat their strangely sincere and even idealistic concern for 
improving the lot of ordinary people. Hill, for example, was equally at home in a 
crowd of Norwegian farmers or in the board room of J.P . Morgan & Co. 
In an enviably readable narrative, Martin traces the ascent of Hill from young 
immigrant to aspiring businessman to supreme architect of an enterprise which 
evolved into an empire. Here is the American Dream shaped by the dreams of a man 
whose imagination spanned the American continent from heartland to ocean. It is 
the kind of saga which puts fiction to shame, for Martin's book succeeds not only in 
capturing the gregarious, articulate and energetic individuality of this heretofore 
enigmatic tycoon, but the broader sweep of pioneer America surging forward in a 
confident epoch of Volkswanderungs. In his portrait of Jim Hill , Martin shows us 
the busy, likeable man who for too long has been obscured by such easy epithets as 
"captain of industry ," "robber baron," and "king of commerce." 
These shibboleths explain everything and tell us nothing; Martin 's biography, on 
the contrary, tells us everything, including the fact that the story of James J. Hill is 
indeed worth telling. 
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When Hill died in 1916, the New York Times saluted him as "a figure carved in 
massive proportions out of man's necessity to act heroically upon his hostile 
environment." It was a memorial which might have commemorated the passing, in 
that same year, of such archetypal American figures as Jack London and Richard 
Harding Davis. Hill put the matter more simply in 1912, when he said: "Most men 
who have really lived have had, in some shape, their great adventure. The railway is 
mine." 
The frontier has long since passed, and with it, the railroad and other main-
travelled roads of older America. But to read Albro Martin's biography is to ex-
perience anew "the great adventure." Howard Lachtman 
Notes From The Book Editor 
Ernestine Smutny, Book Editor 
THE AGUIAR COLLECTION IN THE ARIZONA PIONEERS' HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY, by Paul and Greta Exell. (San Diego State University Press, 1964. 
lOOp ., maps, index. Their Social Science Monographic Series, Vol. 1 no . 1. 
paper, $3 .60) 
THE EARLY AMERICAN LABOR CONSPIRACY CASES: Their Place in Labor 
Law, A Reinterpretation, by Marjorie S. Turner. (San Diego State University 
Press, 1967 . 86p., notes. Their Social Science Monograph Series, Vol. 1 no. 3 
paper, $2.50) 
San Diego published four numbers of a Social Science Monograph series from 
1964 to 1969. No. 2 dealt with population changes in the USSR, No . 4 with the 
nationalization of the coal industry in Britain. Nos. 1 and 3, however, have more 
local orientation, especially the first, which some scholars or libraries may not 
realize is still available. The Aguiar "collection contains over five hundred items, 
consisting of original imprints and manuscripts of early laws and decrees, manifestos 
and speeches ... bound volumes and newspapers." It details the processes of gov-
ernmental organization in the establishment of the state of Occidente and the two 
states shortly formed from it , Sonora and Sinaloa. It provides an excellent overview 
of the problems and pitfalls of establishing a new government. 
This catalog analyzes the portion of the Aguiar collection housed in th~ Arizona 
Pioneers' Historical Society in Tucson; it does not include the smaller part deposited 
in the University of Arizona Library. 
BIG RIVER WAS DAMMED, by Francis Jackson. (Mendocino, The Author, 1975. 
l38p. , illus. , maps, diagrs., index. paper, $5.81 postpaid) 
The search for dam sites along Big River and its tributaries (originally intended to 
provide information for a decorative wall map) led Jackson into detailed research on 
not only the sites of the dams, but their builders, types , construction and use, as well 
as the methods used to bring the logs to the river beds, logging camp locations and 
the introduction of power machinery . 
Big River is credited with more logging dams than any other stream on the Red-
wood Coast. Jackson has found evidence of twenty-six permanent dams, the farthest 
forty-eight miles from the mill, the nearest about eleven. All these dams were 
92 
intended to build up water to help float the logs from the woods to mills, and several 
dams could be tripped in sequence to carry them along their way. 
Jackson was born and raised in Mendocino and spent much of his youth with rela-
tives on the upper reaches of the river . Many hikes (and airplane fly-overs), much 
consultation with old-timers and combing of newspapers and collections of old 
photographs have resulted in the most complete work yet to appear on the logging 
dams of Big River, along with many highlights of the history of logging in 
Mendocino from 1852 to 1938. 
THE CHINESE IN BUTTE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 1860-1920, by Susan W. 
Book. (San Francisco, R and E Research Associates, 1975. 90p., selected bib-
liography. paper, $8.00) 
Book has painstakingly researched the immigration of the Chinese into Butte 
County in the last century and their subsequent forced emigration. It is, unfor-
tunately, an all too familiar tale of curiosity and interest which turned into distrust 
and hatred as the number of the industrious Chinese increased and as their search 
for employment widened. 
In all cases, the Chinese in Butte County first entered an area to re-mine the 
discarded claims or tailings left by the whites; gradually, however, they found that 
gardening and service occupations were more remunerative. Never intending to 
become permanent residents, they normally did not bring their wives and families 
with them and their life-style remained basically Chinese. Their physical unique-
ness, apart from their non-"American" way of life and religion, would undoubtedly 
have marked them for persecution as soon as they appeared to pose an economic 
threat to the dominant group. Book points out that Chico and the rest of Butte 
County have the unenviable distinction of being in the vanguard of the drive for 
Chinese exclusion from California. 
DESERT DOCUMENTARY: The Spanish Years, 1767-1821, by Kieran McCarty. 
(Tucson , Arizona Historical Society , 1976. Their Historical Monograph no . 4, 
150p., illus . , map, index. $9.50, paper, $5.00) 
Historical archives, often neglected and difficult of access, "contain a wealth of 
untapped primary sources which bring to life the forgotten past," and which present 
a far truer picture of that life than can be gained from the usual history or historical 
novel - needless to say, movies and TV versions usually border on fantasy . 
McCarty has chosen twenty selections, largely from several Mexican archival 
collections with a few pertinent items from Chicago, Rome and Tucson , which he 
has translated and annotated to give the background and establishment of the 
presidio at Tucson. Here we read of the part DeAnza and Garces played in the 
expansion of the northern frontier into Arizona just before the expedition to open an 
overland route to California. 1975 was the bicentennial for Tucson , a presidio built 
to protect the church and the settlers. Life on the Spanish frontier was far different 
from its American counterpart, and these selections will help clarify many of the 
differences. 
RESEARCHING, WRITING AND PUBLISHING LOCAL HISTORY, by Thomas 
E. Felt. (Nashville, American Association for State and Local History, 1976. 
165p., bibliography, index. paper, $6.00; $4.50 to AASLH members) 
The author, recognizing that "there is scarcely a historical organization that has 
not produced, or will not some day undertake to prepare, a printed history" has 
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prepared this guide to "follow the sequence of the historian's work from first 
curiosity to first edition." 
From researching to writing to publishing he explains techniques and warns of 
pitfalls . Although much of the information may be known to the reader, the 
author's pleasant style and logical organization invite a complete reading. The titles 
cited in the bibliography have been carefully selected on the basis of utility and 
availability. All in all, the result is a competent and highly useful guide for any 
individual or society contemplating a publication. 
SANMIGUEL AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, by Dr. Leo L. Stanley. Com-
piled by Randy Reddick from articles published in the San Miguel Banner. 
Recognized as a Bicentennial Project by the Board of Supervisors, San Luis 
Obispo County. Fresno Valley Publishers, 1976, 148p., ill us., map, index. 
paper, $3.95) 
Friends of the Adobes, organized to bring together "people interested in history, 
especially that of northern San Luis Obispo County and southern Monterey 
County" is the group responsible for the publication of this collection of Dr. 
Stanley's articles which originally appeared in the Banner in 1964-67. Many pictures 
of people and places of business, farm houses and railroads, not forgetting churches 
and schools, were collected to illustrate it. 
Their efforts have produced a beguiling and valuable bit of nostalgia which is as 
easily read for pleasure as for profit. For the older reader it will be an "I remember 
when" book, for the younger a gentle reply to the incredulous "how did you ever live 
without- ," and for the historian, especially the local historian, an interestmg first-
hand account of San Miguel's youth. 
SAN ANTONIO: A Historical and Pictorial Guide, by Charles Ramsdell . Revised 
Edition by Carmen Perry. (Austin, University of Texas Press, 1976. 291p., illus ., 
ports., maps, facsims. Note on Sources, Recommended Reading, index . paper, 
$4.95) 
Revised and updated from the 1959 edition this guide to San Antonio is really a 
well-written anecdotal history, focusing attention on the noteworthy buildings and 
areas of that outstanding city, which was founded in the early eighteenth century . 
Every San Antonian should have this guide, and everyone who contemplates a visit 
to it. For an insight into Spanish/Mexican Texas, Alamo and all, the rest of us will 
find San Antonio highly rewarding. 
THE ASIAN AMERICAN: The Historical Experience, edited by Norris Hundley, 
Jr., Introduction by Akira lriye. (Santa Barbara, Clio Press, 1976. 186p., foot-
notes, index. paper, $5.71) 
Like its predecessors, The American Indian and The Chicano (Pacific Historian, 
Spring, 1976), The Asian American is chiefly comprised of articles reprinted from 
the Pacific Historical Review. Written by recognized scholars between 1969 and 
1975, the articles deal with the Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, Koreans, and East 
Indians in the U.S. Akira Iriye has supplied an introduction which relates the 
articles to each other and to the field of American-Asian relations, pointing out also 
that finally the dominate majority has begun to consider the Asian side of the pic-
ture, using material from the countries of origin and from the minorities themselves 
in tracing the tension between Asian American communities and American society. 
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A PRIMER FOR LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES, by Dorothy Weyer Creigh. 
(Nashville, American Association for State and .Local history, 1976. 153p., illus., 
appendices. paper, $6.50; $4.75 to AASLH members) 
Intended to answer "what do we do? and how do we do it?" this primer is 
"Written for a historical society ... short on money but long on enthusiasm, imagi-
nation and ingenuity ... geographically remote from professional help and advice 
. . . that will rely on volunteer labor, will have to spend much time raising money ... 
will contribute harmony and cohesiveness to the community, as it preserves local 
history." A large order? Perhaps, but Creigh writes with authority; her successful 
experience in organizing historical societies and her writing skills are combined here 
to help incipient societies decide not only what to do but what not to do in planning 
and carrying our their various projects. 
MONTANA'S MANY-SPLENDORED GLACIERLAND, by Warren L. Hanna. 
(Seattle, Superior Publishing Co., 1976. 215p., illus. (part col.), footnotes, bib-
liography, index. paper, $5.95) 
Those who as librarians or lawyers have known Warren L. Hanna only as the 
author of authoritative books on California law will be surprised and pleased to 
learn that he is also a lifelong and highly regarded authority on Glacier National 
Park. A summer employee at the Park during his law school days, he has known and 
loved the area since 1918, when the Park itself had been established for only eight 
years. As he states in the Preface, the passage of years has thinned the ranks of those 
who are familiar with the early history of the Park, and it is important that this 
history be written while there is still first -hand knowledge of it. But his book is much 
more than a history; while not intended as a guide book its chapters focus on the 
different special features or attractions of the Park. A hundred and one pictures help 
the reader visualize the grandeur and beauty of Glacier, the only American National 
Park which is in effect international, since it is contiguous with the Waterton Lakes 
National Park of Canada. Montana may well be as proud of its Glacier Park, shared 
with Canada, as of its better-known Yellowstone, shared with Wyoming. 
SOME LAST CENTURY ACCOUNTS OF THE INDIANS OF SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA, edited by Robert F. Heizer. (Ramona, CA, Ballena Press, 1976. 
92p., illus. paper, $4.95) 
Seventeen little-known articles or reports comprise this volume, the Ballena Pub-
lications in Archaeology, Ethnology and History no . 6. All are based on firsthand 
observations of the Luiseno, Diegueno and Cahuilla tribes of Southern California, 
and were originally published between 1857 and 1907. Eleven of the articles are 
from newspapers, three are from magazines; there is one drawn from a museum 
report, and one from government reports. The source of no. 10 is not given. 
Writing before or at the early beginning of the period of professional ethnographic 
studies, the authors are generally sympathetic to the plight of the Indians, and their 
observations add many details of daily life lacking from official reports or later 
studies. 
MY YEARS WITH BOB WILLS, by AI Stricklin, with Jon McConal. (San Antonio, 
The Naylor Company, 1976. 153p., illus ., port. $8.95) 
Did you grow up at the right time in the right part of the country to hear of Bob 
Wills and his Texas Playboys? The Playboys always put their fans first - and this 
memoir, nostalgic, funny and touching, is dedicated to those fans. 
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EXPLORING THE NORTH COAST from the Golden Gate to the Oregon Border, 
by Mike Hayden. (San Francisco, Chronicle Books, 1976. 160p., illus ., sketch 
maps, bibliog., index. paper, $4.95) 
Hayden has used the knowledge gleaned from a quarter century of exploring and 
photographing California to produce this comprehensive guide to the 500-odd miles 
of California's northern coast. 
THE DESERT, by John C. Van Dyke, with an introduction by Lawrence Clark 
Powell. (Tucson, Arizona Historical Society in collaboration with Arizona 
Silhouettes, 1976. 233p., port., map. $10.00) 
Although The Desert is regarded as one of the first and best books of its kind it has 
been out of print for many years. This is a faithful reproduction of the 1903 edition. 
THE GERMANIC PEOPLE IN AMERICA, by Victor Wolfgang von Hagen . (Nor-
man, University of Oklahoma Press, 1976. 404p ., illus., ports., maps, facsims. 
(part col.), bibliog., index . $12.50) 
The intimate and all-pervasive involvement of German explorers, bankers and 
immigrants in the entire New World is so all-encompassing as to be almost 
incredible. 
LOOK EAST OF THE MOUNTAIN, By May Jane Barnes. (Los Angeles, National 
Poetry Press, 1976. 49p. paper, $3.50) 
Many of Barnes' poems are inspired by the scenery or history of the areas near her 
Brentwood home. 
THE CHISHOLM TRAIL, by Wayne Gard, with drawings by Nick Eggenhofer. 
(Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1976. 296p., illus ., ports., map, bibliog. 
$8.95) 
First published in 1954, The Chisholm Trail has proved so authoritative and 
popular that this is the seventh printing. 
MY NINETY YEARS, by Martha Louise Black, Edited and updated by Flo Whyard. 
(Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, 1976. 166p., illus., ports. 
Northern History Library. paper, $4 .95) 
A few remarkable individuals experience so many adventures and accomplish-
ments that a single lifetime seems inadequate to hold them. 
The Northern History Library deserves the credit for making available this 
remarkable book. 
A MIDSHIPMAN'S JOURNAL, on Board H .M.S. SERINGAPATAM, during the 
year 1830; containg observations of the Tonga Islands and other islands in the 
South Sea, by Lieut . J. Orlebar, R.N. (San Diego, Tofua Press, 1976. vii, 83p ., 
front . paper, $6.95) 
Shortly before her death Helen Raitt completed plans for this reprint of a rare 
1833 South Seas travel book. 
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NAUGHT TO THIRTY-THREE, by Randolph Bedford. (Melbourne, Melbourne 
University Press, distributed by International Scholarly Books Services, 1976. 
335p., ill us. $22 .50) 
Bedford's lively account highlights the first thirty-three years (ca 1868-1901) of his 
equally lively and varied life. 
EXPLORING THE OLYMPIC PENINSULA, by Ruth Kirk, Photographed by Ruth 
and Louis Kirk. Second revised edition. (Seattle, University of Washington Press 
in cooperation with the Pacific Northwest National Parks Association, 1976. 
120p., illus., maps, Reading List, index. paper, $4.95) 
ROADS AND TRAILS OF OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK, by Frederick Leissler. 
Third revised edition. (Seattle, University of Washington in cooperation with the 
Pacific Northwest National Parks Association, 1976. 84p., illus. , maps, index . 
paper , $3 .95) 
New editions of two popular guides update information on the Olympic Peninsula 
for the armchair traveler or hiking enthusiast. 
EARLY NORTH AMERICAN DOLLMAKING, A Narrative History and Craft 
Instructions, by Iris Sanderson Jones. Drawings: Catherine Claytor-Beeker; 
Photographs: Mickey Jones. (San Francisco, 101 Productions, 1976. 144p ., illus., 
index. $8 .95, paper, $4.95) 
Here you will find detailed instructions for making simple dolls. 
KAHTAHAH, by Frances Lackey Paul, illustrated by Rie Munoz . (Anchorage, 
Alaska, Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, 1976. 109p., illus ., paper, 
$5.95) 
Based on the life of a real Tlingit girl and stories of Tlingit life and customs, this 
absorbing book was written by a very special sort of teacher for her fourth grade 
Indian children in a Juneau school who wanted to read about Tlingit children . 
LEATHER 'N LEAD, An Anthology of Desperadoes in the Far West 1820-1920, 
by Craig MacDonald. (Boston , Branden Press, 1976. 144p., illus., ports. (all 
facsims.) , appendices, bibliog. $7 .95) 
Fifty "short short" stories highlight the forgotten careers of obscure outlaws (both 
men and women) who tried to shortcut their way to riches. 
THIS OLD HOUSE, the story of Clara Rust, by JoAnne Wold. (Anchorage, Alaska 
Northwest Publishing Company, 1976. 262p ., illus . paper, $6.95) 
Wold tells Clara Rust's life in first person, and a fascinating, action-filled life it 
has been. Frontier challenge in the far north spring to vivid life in this beautifully 
written story. 
HENRY VILLARD AND THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, by George N. 
Belknap. An Episode in the Documentary History of the University of Oregon. 
(Eugene, the University of Oregon, 1976. 60p ., index . paper, free) 
Belknap has done a masterful job of fitting together the story of Villard's gener-
osity toward the University of Oregon and the relationship between Villard and the 
University Regents and faculty . 
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HAWAII VOLCANOES: the Story behind the Scenery, by Glen Kaye. Edited by 
Gwen DenDooven; Book Design by K.C. DenDooven. (Las Vegas, KC Publi-
cations, 1976. 48p., chiefly col. ill us., diagr . paper, $2 .50) 
These pictures do not require many words - awe inspiring and almost incredibly 
beautiful views of flowing eruptions and lava flows are paralleled by pictures of the 
lush vegetation which soon flourishes on the eroded soil. 
THE GREAT PLATTE RIVER ROAD ; The Covered Wagon Mainline Via Fort 
Kearney to Fort Laramie, by Merrill J. Mattes. (Lincoln, Nebraska State Histori-
cal Society, 1969. 583p., illus., maps, facsims., bibliog. $7.95) 
This "comprehensive study of trail travelers in the great Platte Valley" was issued 
as v .25 of the Society's Publications. 
GREAT HOT SPRINGS OF THE WEST , by Bill Kaysing, Describing his Journey 
to Memorable Hot Springs in California, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, and New Mexi-
co, with a full Directory of all Those in the Western United States (Including 
Profuse Photos). Foreword by Leon Elder. (Santa Barbara, Capra Press, 1974. 
96p., illus., sketch maps, facsims. paper, $4.95) 
The nineteenth-century style title page of Great Hot Springs tells you almost all 
you need to know to decide how useful it will bel 
A FAMILY HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA, and GROWING UP IN NEVADA CITY, 
by Catherine J. Webb . Graphics by Cathy Harder, Woodblock print by Gary 
Goren. (Berkeley, CA, Type-Ink, distributed by the author, 1975. 252p ., illus., 
ports., facsims. paper, $20.00) 
Family records and letters from gold rush days in Nevada City open this intimate 
view of California history, helping those of our mechanized present grasp what life 
was like when people were forced to rely largely on their own efforts. 
CALIFORNIA BEFORE 1776, by Alan Pritchard. Illustrated by Ric Hugo. (Sacra-
mento, Creative Editions, 1975. 34p., illus. paper, $3.00) 
These nine vignettes are based on material published in a pre-bicentennial edition 
of the Sacramento Bee in July, 1975 . 
THE ANTELOPES LEFT AND THE SETTLE-ERS CAME, by Glenn Allen Settle. 
(Rosamond, CA, Kern-Antelope Historical Society, 1975. 99p., illus., ports. 
paper, $4.50) 
Settle in this volume brings up to the present his narrative history of the Antelope 
Valley. 
WORLD WAR II: An Account of its Documents, edited by James E. O'Neill and 
Robert W . Krauskopf . (Washington, D.C., Howard University Press, 1976. 
209p., illus ., bibliog., index . $15.00) 
The six year period from the German invasion of Poland to the surrender of Japan 
saw the accumulation of "literally tons of official records .. . only slowly ... 
transferred to permanent archives and brought under ... control that could make 
them usable." 
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WINGS OF THE NORTH, by Dick Turner. (Seattle, Hancock House, 1976 . 288p., 
illus., ports., sketch maps. $10.95) 
The resourceful trappers and prospectors of the far North quickly turned from 
dog teams to airplanes . 
THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE: A History, by Harold K. Steen. (Seattle, University 
of Washington Press, 1976. 356p., illus., map, notes , index. $15.00) 
The year 1976 marks the centennial of the Forest Service, which had its genesis in 
a growing concern for the preservation of forest resources as well as their best 
utilization . This is its first full-length history. 
THEY LED A NATION, by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve. Edited by N . Jane Hunt; 
Portraits by Loren Zephier. (Sioux Falls, S.D., Brevet Press, 1975. 46p., ports., 
bibliog ., index. paper, $2 .95) 
Sneve has chosen some twenty Indian leaders for brief biographical sketches and 
pencil/charcoal portraits (only part are known likenesses). 
SPANISH-MEXICAN FAMILIES OF EARLY CALIFORNIA;l769-1850, volume 1, 
edited by Marie E . Northrop . (New Orleans, Polyanthos, 1976. illus., ports. , 
facsims., index . paper, $20.00) 
Only a genealogist can truly appreciate the vast labor Northrop has expended on 
correcting and completing Thomas Workman Temple's worksheets for the Bancroft 
Library at U.C. Berkeley. 
SEATTLE PAST TO PRESENT, by Roger Sale. (Seattle, University of Washington 
Press, 1976. 274p., illus., ports . , maps on lining papers, bibliog., notes , index. 
$12.95) 
Sale has combined history with "economics, geography, sociology, demography, 
and political science" to offer "one person's sense of how the city began, took shape, 
and came to be as it is. " 
POLITICS OR PRINCIPAL: Congressional Voting on the Civil War Amend-
ments and Pro-Negro Measures, 1838-69 by Glen M. Linden . (Seattle, University 
of Washington Press, 1976. 88p ., tables, appendix, bibliog. $12.50) 
Linden attempts to compare the votes of individual congressmen on pre-Civil 
War legislation affecting Negroes and the three amendments in order to judge the 
consistency of their records - and perhaps judge their motives. It is ironic that 
although Republicans gave the strongest consistent support to Negro rights, at 
present the Negro vote heavily favors the Democrats. 
PAPER'S CONCERNING ROBERTSON'S COLONY IN TEXAS, compiled and 
ed ited by Malcolm D . McLean. V .III, October 1826 through April 1830; the 
Nashville Colony. (Fort Worth, Texas Christian University Press, 1976. 577p ., 
port. , map , facsims. , bibliog. , index. $20.00) 
Published on October 15, 1976, the !49th anniversary of the date the contract was 
granted for establishing the "Nashville Colony," dedicated to Miss Minnie Allen, the 
"Mother of Texas history," and funded by a Bicentennial Grant from the Texas 
Historical Foundation, this is the third volume of a projected eleven. McLean has 
received both praise and honor from his peers: On November 1, 1976 the American 
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Association for State and Local History presented him an Award of Merit for this 
major contri bution to the study of Texas history. 
NAHI 'ENA 'ENA, Sacred Daughter of Hawaii, by Marjorie Sinclair. (Honolulu, 
The University Press of Hawaii , 1976. 177p., illus., ports., bibliographical foot-
notes , index. $8.95) 
Her name, Nahi 'ena 'ena , means "raging fires," and this princess, heir to the 
sacred Kapu as the only daughter of Kamehameha I and his highest ranking wife, 
was consumed in a short twenty-one years by the emotional fires of cultural conflict. 
THE LONG TRAIL; How Cowboys & Longhorns Opened the West , by Gardner 
Soule. (New York, McGraw Hill Book Company, 341p., illus. , sketch map , 
bibliog., index. The American Trails Series, 14 . $10.95) 
Soule has captu red the chaotic, episodic, kaleidoscopic story of the composite 
Long Trail , mingling the economic facts with the saga and lore of the cowboy . 
THE HOMESTEAD COOKBOOK, edited by Virginia Paul, for Home and Family 
Use. (Seattle, Superior Publishing Company, 1976 . 127p., illus., facsims., index. 
paper, $6.95) 
Delightful old time pictures and facsimiles of early ads lend a nostalgic charm to 
an unusual , but practical and useful addition to the cookbook shelf. 
HISTORY OF SIERRA COUNTY: Volume 4. SIERRA VALLEY, JEWEL OF THE 
SIERRAS, by James J. Sinnott. (Pioneer, CA, the California Traveler, 1976. 
344p. , illus., maps, diagrs. $14.00; discount to libraries and schools) 
This segment of Mr. Sinnott's comprehensive history covers the beautiful eastern 
section of Sierra County, the largest of the high mountain valleys of the state, with 
an area of some one hundred seventy-five square miles. 
GROWING UP WITH SUMMERLAND 1874-1975, by May Lambert. (Car-
pinteria, Carpinteria Valley Historical Society, 1976. 129p., illus., ports . , 
facsims. $5.95) 
May Croop Lambert moved to Summerfield when she was sixteen , only a year 
after the town was established, and here, except for three years, she spent the rest of 
her long life. The memoir , written for her children and friends, is interesting in its 
own right, recalling as it does, an era and a way of life now gone. 
FREEDOM AND ITS LIMITATIONS IN AMERICAN LIFE, by David M. Potter. 
Edited by Don E . Feherenbacher with a Bibliography of the Published Works of 
David M. Potter compiled by Harmon Knoles. (Stanford, Stanford University 
Press, 1976. 89p. $6.50) 
These lectures, given as the Commonwealth Fund Lectures in American History 
at University College, London, deal with the ambivalent role of freedom in 
American society . 
EMIGRANT TRAILS OF SOUTHEASTERN IDAHO, issued by the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior Bureau of Land Management. (Boise, The Department, 
1976. 155p., ill us., maps, facsims., bibliog . paper, free) 
Dr. Howard Ross Cramer, of Emory University, did most of the research for this 
guide. To fill in details of the generally known routes he also studied over 200 diary 
accounts , many of them unpublished. 
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COLORADO WITHOUT MOUNTAINS, A High Plains Memoir, by Harold Hamil, 
illustrated by James R. Hamil. (Kansas City, MO, The Lowell Press, 1976. 284p. , 
illus., Endorsed by the Colorado Centennial- Bicentennial Commission. $10.95) 
The arid and almost treeless South Platte country of Hamil's youth bears more re-
semblance to the prairie than to the Colorado most of us see in pictures. However, 
Hamil, with some help from the illustrations provided by his son (see also Farmland 
USA, a son-father publication reviewed in the Pacific historian for Fall 1976) 
makes an interesting narrative of his early years, years which coincided with the 
early years of the century. 
CALIFORNIA LOCAL HISTORY: A Bibliography and Union List of Library Hold-
ings, Supplement to the Second Edition Covering Works Published 1961 through 
1970. Edited by Margaret Miller Rocq for the California Library Association. 
(Stanford, Stanford University Press, 1976. 113p. , index. $15.00) 
The cutoff date for the well known and invaluable second edition of California 
Local History was 1960; this supplement, including 2, 765 items held by 109 
libraries, adds titles published between 1960 and 1970. 
CALIFORNIA: A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ITS MINIATURE BOOKS, by Francis J. 
Weber. (San Buenaventura, Junipero Serra Press, 1976, 49p., 3"x2". $5.00) 
Weber here lists forty-eight minuscule California titles which for some reason are 
not well known, giving each a brief annotation and a physical description . 
BEYOND THE CODICES: The Nahua View of Colonial Mexico, edited by Arthur 
J. 0. Anderson, Frances Berdan and James Lockhart, with a linguistic essay by 
Ronald W. Langacker. (Berkeley, University of California Press, 1976. Published 
for the UCLA Latin American Center as volume 27 in the UCLA Latin American 
Series. 233p., facsims., appendices. $12.00) 
This selection of documents, with translation and some commentary, will indicate 
the richness and potential of this largely neglected field. · 
GILPIN COUNTY GOLD: Peter McFarlane (1848-1929) Mining Entrepreneur in 
Central City, Colorado, by H. William Axford. (Chicago, Sage Books [the 
Swallow Press]1976. 210p ., illus., ports., maps on lining paper, facsims, notes, 
bibliog. $10.00) 
Gilpin County Gold is a genuine rarity - a sober account of an "average" success 
story which is both delightfully printed and illustrated and a pleasure to read. 
THE MYSTERY OF BEAUTY: Poems of Emily Dickinson, by the Editors of Coun-
try Beautiful. Introduction by Robert L . Polley. (Waukesha, Wise., Country 
Beautiful, 1976. 112p., colored illus . $9.95) 
Superb color photographs add a new dimension to hauntingly beautiful nature 
poems. This is a book to savor and to give to someone whom you love. 
ONE POT MEALS, by Margaret Gin. Drawings by Rik Olson. (San Francisco, 101 
Productions, 1976. 192p., illus., index. $4.95) 
Something new - many recipes have directions for alternative cooking - stove top, 
oven, wet clay, pressure or slow cooker. 
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THE GREAT RETREAT: The Nez Perces War in Words and Pictures, by Pascal 
Tchakmakian . (San Francisco , Chronicle Books, 1976. 120p ., illus., ports. 
paper, $4.95) 
Quotations from Indian lore and many contemporary illustrations showing the 
people, their country and their way of life add immediacy and depth to an under-
standing of the chasm between the Indian and white cultures . The tragedy of the 
Nez Perces was partially rectified when they were allowed to return to their 
ancestral home. 
ALASKA'S VOLCANOES: Northern Link in the Ring of Fire. (Alaska Geographic 
v. 4 no . 1, 1976 . 88p., col. illus., appendices. paper, $7.95) 
Fire and ice - a collection of magnificent photos vividly illustrates this album 
monograph of the 80-plus volcanoes which make Alaska the site of yearly eruptions. 
ALASKA: High Roads to Adventure, Photographed by George F. Mobley . Prepared 
by the Special Publication Division, National Geographic Society. (Washington 
D.C., The Society, 1976. 199p ., illus . (chiefly color), index, map . $4.75) 
Our forty-ninth state is still a rugged frontier - but the oil rush of today is chang-
ing it more than the gold rush of yesterday. Six authors describe Alaska at this 
critical point in its history . 
JOHN MUIR'S WILD AMERICA, by Tom Melham; Photographs by Farrell 
Crehan. Prepared by the Special Publication Division, National Geographic 
Society . (Washington, D.C. The Society, 1976. 199p. , ill us . (chiefly color) , maps, 
index. $4. 75) 
Magnificent photographs and a sensitively appreciative text recapture the world 
of John Muir - his boyhood home in Scotland, his days in Wisconsin, his skill at 
inventing and the accident that nearly cost his sight, his decision to devote himself 
totally to nature, and the years of hiking, climbing, travel and writing which made 
him one of America's best known (and best loved) figures . An ardent conservation-
ist, he founded the Sierra Club and convinced Theodore Roosevelt that Yosemite 
should be protected by federal legislation . 
NOT IN PRECIOUS METALS ALONE: A Manuscript History of Montana, com-
piled and edited by the staff of the Montana Historical Society. (Helena, Montana 
Historical Press, 1976. 292p ., illus ., notes on sources, index. $18.50, paper, 
$10.00) 
Not in Precious Metals Alone is a "human" history, a montage of original docu-
ments from the extensive archives of the Montana Historical Society and a collector's 
item in its own right. 
MONTANA: A History of Two Centuries, by Michael P . Malone and Richard B. 
Roeder. (Seattle, University of Washington Press, 1976. l60p ., illus., ports. , 
sketch maps, bibliographical essays, index. $14.95) 
MONTANA: Photography by Rick Graetz and others, Introduction by A. B. 
Guthrie, Jr. (Waukesha, Wise., Country Beautiful, 1976. l60p., chiefly color 
illus. $25.00) 
A comprehensive history and a coffee-table size collection of color photographs 
increase our appreciation of a vast and picturesque state . 
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WESTERN HISTORY . . . IN BOOKS FROM OKLAHOMA 
THE CHINOOK INDIANS 
Traders of the Lower Columbia River 
By Robert A Ruby and John A. Brown. Once the favored middlemen in trade 
with whites, the Chinook Indians were later reduced to near extinction by 
alcohol , disease, intertribal warfare, and the growing number of white 
settlers. Today the Chinook Indians are working to rev ive their tribal tra-
ditions and history and to establish a new tribal economy. A fascinating 
history. $14.95 
A HISTORY OF THE LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS 
By Paul Russell Cutright. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were dis-
patched on their great exploratory expedition of the lands west of the 
Mississippi, 1803-1806, with instructions to keep multiple records. The 
records were published over more than a century and a half, in several 
versions. This volume is the first comprehensive account of the many ver-
sions of the journals and the persons responsible for them. $17.50 
AMERICAN INDIAN POLICY IN CRISIS 
Christian Reformers and the Indian, 1865-1900 
By Francis Paul Prucha . This is an account of United States Indian policy 
during one of the most critical periods in Indian-white relations, with a focus 
on the Christ ian humanitar ians and phi lanthropists who were the ultimate 
driving force in the " reform" of Ind ian affairs. $ 15.00 
WILLIAM CLARK 
Jeffersonian Man on the Frontier 
By Jerome 0. Steffen. More than a conventional biography, this book 
exam ines Clark's life as a reflection of the nature and process of change in 
America, for probably no man had a better first-hand grasp of the fur trade, 
of Indian affairs, and of frontier conditions. Clark and his role in formulating 
and administering policies are exam ined within the larger context of national 
development. $8.95 
INDIAN DANCES OF NORTH AMERICA 
Their Importance to Indian Life 
By Reginald and Gladys Laubin. Admirers of the Laubins, dancers, anthro-
polog ists, historians, students of Indian culture, and Indian people will 
welcome this informative and richly illustrated book, based upon a lifetime 
of study and research. The authors examine the cultural backgrounds of 
Indian dancing and provide a wealth of related detail. $25.00 
from your favorite bookstore or 
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